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OESIGNffi BY 
EXPERTS. OPERATORS & HEROES! 

The American Serviceman deserves the best. It isn't often that a Soldier, Sailor, Airman, 
or Marine needs his knife in a lethal engagement. But should you run out of ammo and 

need to slash through the mob, these are the tools to use! They are considered by many 
to be the most effective edged combat weapons in existence today. Dark Op's knives 

feature brutally rugged construction designed to perform in the gravest extremes. They 
do not contain complicated locking mechanisms that plug with sand or toylike cosmetic 

features. The blades are nearly double the thickness of imitators. The locking system has 
been proven in combat and is as strong as the CTV2 steel itself, with the pressure not 

born by small plunge locks, thumb studs, or unreliable liner locks. 

~'"'·"'·· .~::- ~~·:mrn1c. THROUGH HARDENED. fOBAJ-TUNGSTEH-VA i.llUf~ -TA!N· 
LESS STEEL POS~iBLY THE BEST KNIFE Sl EE EVEF 

Dark Ops Knives are made from a proprietary hybrid alloy of Chromium, 
Cobalt, Tungsten, Vanadium, and Molybdenum with a surgical grade, high 

carbon steel. CTV2 offers both strength and edge holding ability that is 
unrivaled! Zone selective cryogenic hardening al lows for medical 

grade edge sharpness while avoiding the brittleness of high 
Rockwell hardness! 

ERGONOMICS FOR THE liARSHEST 
ENVIRONMENTS O~ EARTh. 

By the time you are using your knife and not your 
rifle or sidearm, things have already gone to 
hell. Our knives are designed to retain maxi

mum grip and leverage when covered with 
hydraulic fluid, blood or the terror of the 

hour. Our mil-tested handle designs con
tain ground quartz inserts for maximum 

grip, aided by substantial finger 
grooves that orient the knife in the 

dark. The blades are long and 
sharp enough to penetrate 

both airplane skins and 
Comm-bloc body

armor. Strategically 
placed blood 

grooves control
blood spray in 
covert deani
mation activ

ities. See 
the web 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE 
Support Our Troops! 

NOVEMB ER 2005 VO L. 30 NO. 11 

AMERICA AT WAR 
RAVEN 42 AMBUSH by Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown USAR (Ret.) 
What do Kentucky National Guard MPs call an ambush? A target-rich environment! _ _____ _ 

FROM THE NORTHWEST TO THE MIDDLE EAST by Col. James Uhl, USA 
Army anesthesiologist treats Marines at Navy installation in Iraq desert _________ _ 

TERRORISM SITREP by Dr. Martin Brass 
John Bull cracks down on terrorists in wake of London bombings _________ _ _ _ 

HOMING IN ON THE RANGE by Cpl. M ike Escobar 
FAST Marines keep anti-terrorism capabilities sharp and ready ___________ _ 

CHOPPERS - DEATH WAITS AT A HOVER by Dr. Martin Brass 
Vulnerable strength--------- ---------------

MH-47 RESCUE CHOPPER DOWN! by Dr. Martin Brass 
Brave rescuers take a hit in Afghanistan ____ _____________ _ _ 

THE THREAT FROM VENEZUElA by Lt. Col . Oliver North, USMC (Ret.) 
Potential trouble from another oil-rich dictator _ _______________ _ 

FEATURES 
LEGIONNAIRES ON THE LZ by Richard Lucas 
2nd Regiment de Parachutistes Etranger - the Legion's go-anywhere reaction force ______ _ 

LEGIONNAIRES: A PAGE FROM HISTORY by Richard Lucas 
The liberation of Kolwezi, a textbook example of armed intervention to save lives _ ______ _ 

SAVAGE'S LEFT-HAND TACTICAL RIFLE by Gary Paul Johnston 
New left-handed Model 11 O Tactical Rifle might just be the ticket ___________ _ 

BUSHMASTER'S LIGHT by Gary Paul Johnston 
Gary Paul Johnston tests two ARs light in weight, not in performance __________ _ 

A CRY FOR FREEDOM by Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown USAR (Ret. ) 
SOFmarks the 40th anniversary of Rhodesia's fateful struggle for independence _ ______ _ 

COLUMNS 
COMMAND GUIDANCE by Mike Benge 
Montagnards violently forced back to Vietnam ________________ _ 

FlAK 
Send goodies, games, gear to the troops overseas ____ ___ ________ _ 

BULLETIN BOARD 
Coming next month, SOPs 30th Anniversary Issue - don't miss it! ______ ___ _ _ 

ADVENTURE QUARTERMASTER 
Bushnell Laser Rangefinder, AT Pistol-Grip Buttstock for Remington 1100, 
Rhineland Arms R22 Target Rifle, DPMS Triple-Rail Front Sight, 
U.S. Cavalry Bullet 50 Undercover Wear, Matterhorn Military Boots _ _ ________ _ 

20 
32 
38 
38 
40 
45 
82 

14 
29 
80 
74 
74 

8 
8 

12 

72 

On The Cauer 
Spec. Casey M. Cooper poses 
in front of Humvee shortly after 

firefight. Cooper received Bronze 
Star with "V" device and Purple 

Heart. Page 20 

t'.Iil, __ 
USMC photo by Cpl. Christopher A. Rye 

Photo: Richard Lucas 

Gary Paul Johnston 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
Supply Depot 55 
Classifieds 56 
Advertisers' Index 57 

4 SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! • www.sofmag.com • SO L D I ER O F F O RT U N E ~ N O V E IVIBER 2 oos 



PALADIN PRESS 
FORCE-ON-FORCE GUNFIGHT TRAINING 
The Interactive, Reality-Based Solution 

CLOSE-RANGE GUNFIGHTING 
Reality-Based Firearms Training for Realistic Situations 

I by Gabriel Suarez 
Move beyond the static square range and into the 
world of intense interactive training with replica 
firearms against live human adversaries under real
world conditions. This book tells how to implement 
such training, including specific drills and scenarios 
that will revolutionize your gunfighting skills. 5 1 /2 x 
8 1 /2, softcover, photos, 120 pp. 
#FORCE.ON $15.00 

You CAN Get Your Guns Back! 
by C.E. Hill, Attorney-at-Law 

Thousands of Americans have had their Second 
Amendment rights unfairly 
revoked since the enactment of 
the Brady Act of 1993. Find out 
how you can fight a denial and 
regain your right to bear arms 
with this important guide. This 
book takes you step-by-step 
through each federal disqualifi

---~=.::~ er and tells you what your 
options are for overturning each one. 5 1 /2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, 112 pp. #BRADY $15.00 

THE QUICK AND DIRTY GUIDE TO 
LEARNING LANGUAGES FAST 

FINGERTIP FIREPOWER 
Pen Guns, Knives, and Bombs 

by John Minnery 
The common pen has been 
used for decades as a housing 
for concealed guns, knives and 
bombs by secret agents and 
saboteurs, and this book is 

loaded with information, anecdotes and photos 
on these most esoteric of weapons. A special 
section features rare assassination and E&E 
devices developed by the Gestapo, OSS, SOE, 
CIA and Vietcong. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, softcover, pho
tos, 120 pp. #FF For retail sales only. $20.00 

SNEAK IT 
1HROUSll 

SNEAK IT THROUGH 
Smuggling Made Easier 

by Michael Connor 
Does sneaking something 
through a checkpoint sound 
like something you'd never do? 
Wait! Items such as fresh fruit, 

.___ ___ _, medicines and books are more 
valuable in certain countries than firearms or 
dope. This fascinating book illustrates hides that 
transform commonplace items into made-to
order hiding places. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
illus., 104 pp. #SNEAK For retail sales only. $15.00 

THE AUSTRALIAN 
GUERRILLA 

The Scout 
by Ion L. ldrless 

This field guide to combat 
scouting is filled with lessons 
from the author's combat 
experience. Covers finding 

your way in a combat zone; moving through the 
bush with stealth; maintaining a sense of dfrei:. 
tion on a mission; operating behind enemy Jines; 
scouting at night; learning specialized secrets of 
observation and listening. 5112 x 81/2, softcov
er, 126 pp. #SCOUT For retail sates Oll/J( $15.IJO 

with Gabriel Suarez 
Gabe Suarez's reality-based close-range gun
fighting program will give you the skills you 
need to survive. He covers ready positions, use 
of cover, shooting on the move, what to do after 
you've shot someone, and more. Color, approx. 
180 min. total. 
#CLOSE.RDVD 
#CLOSE.RV 

2-Disc Set $79.95 
2-Tape Set $79.95 

STRICTLY STREET STUFF 
A Streetwise Guide to Personal Protection 

by Bill Bryant Sr. 
Get no-b.s. techniques for close-quarter combat 

- with and without weapons -
and a foolproof training pro
gram from a former navy man 
who brawled his way through 
the barrooms and back alleys 
of the world's major ports. 
Peppered with gritty war sto
ries and loaded with hard-won 

-~...,, . ........ wisdom, this little manual packs a 
powerful punch. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soft

cover, photos, 152 pp. #STRICT $20.00 

SPEAK LIKE A NATNE 
Professional Secrets for Mastering 

Foreign Languages 
by Michael o. Janich 

This is a distillation of the techniques used by pro
fessional linguists from the 
Defense Language Institute, State 
Department, CIA, NSA and other 
government agencies. It includes 
the 10 rules for establishing and 
achieving your goals, the author's 

~ unique 12-step process for accel
erating your learning and 50 

proven tips favored by the pros. 5 112 x 8112, soft. 
cover, photos, 136 pp. #SLN $19.00 



BY MIKE BENGE 

Montagnards Violently Forced 
Back To Vietnam 

Mike Benge, who remains a dedicated 
f1iend to the Montagnards who fought with 
the United States in Viet Nam continually 
pleads their cause to the American Public 
and politicians. Benge worhed in Vietnam 
as a Foreign Service officer for eleven 
years, where he became closely connected 
with the Montagnards. For five years, he 
was held as a prisoner of war. After his 
release in 1973, 
he remembered 

police set up roadblocks in order to 
block journalists and human-rights 
monitors from the building where UN
HCR housed the Montagnards and the 
area where buses were waiting to take 
them back to Vietnam. 

The Montagnards, fearing for their 
lives, passively sat on the floor of the 
UNHCR building holding hands and 

praying. Uni-
formed storm 

his Montagnard 
friends and re
turned to work 
with them until 
the communist 
taheover in 1975. 
He is currently 
adviser to the 
Montagnard Hu
man Rights Orga
nization based in 
North Carolina. 

Police beat at least 
troops with AK-
4 7 assault rifles 
slung over their 
shoulders, wield
ing heavy batons · 
and high-voltage 
electric cattle 
prods, waded in 
among the Mon
tagnards, indis
criminatelystrik
ing and shocking 

one woman with a 

baby strapped to 

her back 
The fallowing 

are excerpts of 
one more effort 
by Benge to keep the issue of the horrific 
abuse of his Montagnard friends in the 
public eye that appeared in the Augusta 
Free Press. 

"Ninety-four Montagnard Christians 
who sought asylum in Cambodia were 
recently forcibly and violently returned 
to Vietnam, while United Nations High 
Commission on Refugees personnel 
stood by and did nothing. Cambodian 

men, women 
and children, 
who offered no 

resistance. 
Eyewitnesses reported that the Mon

tagnards were dragged out of the facility 
by their arms, legs and, in several cases, 
by their hair with their heads striking 
the concrete floor. Police beat at least 
one woman with a baby strapped to her 
back, and kicked other women repeat
edly in their stomachs. They beat indi
viduals with batons and used electric 

Continued on page 70 
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SOF solicits your letters by e-mail: editorsof@aol.com ;snail-mail: 5735 E. Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303-1340; or Fax: 303-
444-5617. Lashes, laurels, comments, helpful information, questions are welcome. 

Hack, Handguns, Medals 
I would like to compliment you on a 

great issue of SOF for September, 2005 
and comment on several of the issues 
discussed in this particular issue, which 
I will list below: 

l. Your coverage and commentary on 
Colonel Hackworth's funeral, while sad, 
was all too true. None of the big brass 
had the courage to attend his funeral. 
"Hack" was a soldier's soldier, and this 
did not go down well with many in the 
officer corps of the Army. However, his 
record and courage, both as a soldier and 
a civilian, speak for themselves. Colonel 
Hackworth talked the talk and walked 
the walk, unlike many of his fellow high
ranking officers. May God bless him and 
grant him eternal peace. 

2. The second item I wanted to dis
cuss was John Higgs' article "Only Hits 
Kill. " Mr. Higgs wrote a great, informa
tive article. He also touched upon some
thing that l personally feel is imperative 
for the U.S . military as a whole, which is the replacement of 
the Beretta M9 9mm pistol. We adopted the 9mm as a sop 
to our NATO allies, replacing a pistol (the Colt .45 Ml911) 
that was time and battle-proven. To add insult to injury, they 
replaced the American-made Colt with a foreign-made pistol 
(the Beretta M9), which has shown to be unreliable in ardu
ous conditions, such as those encountered in the desert of 
Iraq. My thought is get rid of the Beretta and go back to the 
.45 caliber pistol as a sidearm. A good choice would be one of 
the Smith & Wesson double-action .45's. They are chambered 
for a combat proven cartridge, ambidextrous, reliable, cost
effective, and American Made. 

3. The last item I wanted to comment on was the great arti
cle on the Cold War by Richard Kolb. As Mr. Kolb points out, 
many American military personnel paid the ultimate price 
during this period. As a veteran of the Cold War, I would 
encourage anyone who reads this magazine (especially Cold 
War vets) to write or contact their respective Congressmen 
and Senators to support the Bill that is currently in the House 
for the award of a new medal for those who served during 
the Cold War. You can contact the organization pushing for 
this legislation at www.coldwarveterans.com. U you contact 
your legislators, please refer to H.R. 1815, the Cold War Vic
tory Medal. Certainly, the downfall of the Iron Curtain and 
the Soviet Empire deserves this recognition. Please support 
this bill. 

Thank you for a great publication and may God bless all 
of our troops , wherever they may be serving, but especially 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Sincerely, 
Brian]. Coyne 

Foreign Adventure 
Gentlemen .. .! give you great 

credit for the cover and story 
in the September 2005 issue of 
SOF Magazine dealing with the 
French Foreign Legion in Af
ghanistan! Although too short, 
the article was excellent. Now 
that's the kind of cover and sto
ry that brings back the old and 
wonderful SOF Magazine. I re
member a time back in the late 
1970s and early 1980s when 
you featured articles dealing 
with small foreign conflicts, 
actions and units from around 
the world ... that's what a lot of 
folks and I want to read. At one 
time a person could look in 
the classifieds and find work ... 
outside the country. Where did 
that SOF Magazine go? Dia you 
give in to the bleeding heart 
liberals who seem to control 

the press these days? I'm not down playing our Soldiers 
and Marines in Iraq and Afghanistan ... but we want more! If 
you want to impress me on Iraq ... do a story on the 278th 
Regimental Combat Team of the Tennessee National Guard. 
I have more than a few friends there as well as family. It was 
my old Regiment... Troop E 2/278th ACR. Anyway, how about 
spanning the globe and showing us something besides Iraq 
and Afghanistan .. .it's getting old. What about it guys? 

SSgtJohn K. Thompson (Ret.) 
U.S. Cavalry 

Dear Sarge: Thanks for your well-thought out lette1'. We're 
doing as many Afghan/Iraq articles as we are, because we f eel 
we're a voice for the troops as contrasted to the major media 
who don't give a damn or disparage their efforts. As long as we 
are involved in this particular war on terror, as long as we've got 
our young men and women in harm's way, you're going to see a 
preponderance of material on these heroes. Stay safe, my friend 
and good luck. 

Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.) 
Editor/Publisher, Soldier of Fortune Magazine 

Kudos 
Bob- Kudos on the mention of your 30th anniversary in 

the American Rifleman (see page 47 of this issue) . Wow! 30 
years. I am sure you never expected it to last this long. Guts 
for sticking it out. 

Ernie Smith 
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Kudos and Congrats 
First of all, I would like to congratulate you on SOF's 30-

year anniversary! Secondly, the staff at AmericanSnipers. 
org wish to thank you and SOF for your support of our or
ganization. In our two-year existence, AmericanSnipers.org 
has supported U.S. snipers and designated marksmen in 239 
different combat platoons of the U.S. military. We could not 
have provided the amount of support we have been successful 
in providing without the help of people like you and SOF. We 
continue to be inundated with requests for spotting scopes, 
riflescopes , laser range finders , wind meters and body armor 
plate barriers, as our snipers continue to complete their mis
sions, often times without the things they need to make them 
combat effective. We are desperately trying to fill the voids 
and get them properly equipped as they hunt the IED makers 
and planters and provide overwatch for their teammates. We 
are extremely proud of our brothers in the fight and they are 
truly the best of us. My staff and I once again look forward to 
seeing you at SHOT SHOW '06. 

Kind regards , 
Brian K. Sain, Director 
AmericanSnipers.org 

I Think You Missed Something? 
As an avid reader of SOF for the past 20 or so years I 

was dumbfounded not to see any mention of the Invasion 
of Panama listed in the September 2005 issue under Cactus 

Curtain . I hope the editors and reporters have not forgotten 
this altercation against purveyors of today's biggest menace: 
Drugs, Cartels and the people who reap the profits of its ill
gotten gains. As an Air Force medic assigned to assist the 
1st SOW in caring with their wounded and having to step 
around the bodies of the Navy SEALS that were slaughtered 
at Patilla airport as I moved to assist other airmen in the fast 
tent, "I WILL NEVER FORGET" what they gave and what 
they accomplished. 

Medals are great but don't forget those that gave their 
all. 

TSgt Wayne A. Schwark USAF (Ret) 

We have not forgotten, but even writers and editors some
times do miss the elephant that is not in the room. 

Project Bore Snake 
Project Bore Snake, September edition Pg 13: You mis

spelled [sic] the website address! 
It should be www.projectboresnake.org 

SGT Anthony Yates , USMC (Ret) 

Tlianhs for a good catch. Yeh, first we get deaf, lame, grumpy, 
and now blind! 

Ha, hal1: you misspelled "misspelled." 

Continued on page 64 
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Cold War Certificate 
Contact Update 

Current phone for Customer Service: 
703-325-5864 

Website explaining program: https:// 
coldwar.army.mil 

Mailing address: CDR, AHRC , Cold 
War Recognition, Hoffman II, ATTN: 
AHRC-CWRS, Room 3N45, 200 Stovall 
St. , Alexandria, VA 22332-04 73 

FAX number to send documents: 800-
723-9262 

We suggest you go to the web site first: 
If you have questions, call the Customer 
Service Number. You can also write for 
information, or leave your name/ad
dress with Customer Service and they 
can mail you application forms. 

New Blackhawk Mach 3 
Chase-Durer timepieces are worn in combat by pilots in 

all the military services, as well as by discerning civilians, 
selected for their reliability, durability and leading-edge de
sign. Chase's new Blackhawk Mach 3 is an excellent example 
of Chase-Durer's continuing leadership in the cost/quality 
equation of precise, durable pilot watches. 

The Blackhawk Mach 3 features the 
OS80 Quartz Movement, a power 
alarm, E6B flight computer be
zel, full chronograph function of 
l/20th of a second, plus 60 min-
utes and 12 hour elapsed time. 

It has a designer rubber strap 
with silver or black steel 

reinforcements, super
luminova illumination 

system, screw-in 
crown, screw-in 
control buttons &: 
back, and is water 

resistant to 330 
feet. 

U2 pilot Major]. 
Bailey told the com-

pany, "My Chase-Durer 
watch works perfectly at 
70,000 feet. Thank you 
for making such a fine 
quality instrument." The 
Major's is just one of 
hundreds of unsolicited 
raves from Chase-Durer 

Wish You Were Here 
The Marine Corps does a very good job of preserving military 

traditions ... and so, if this picture sent us from Iraq is any indi
cation, does the Army. 

owners, many of which they have posted on their website, 
www.chase-durer.com 

The Blackhawk Mach 3 is a good example of Chase-Durer's 
passion for quality and attention to detail that allows their 
2-year limited guarantee -- and superb customer service is a 
company hallmark. 

Priced at only $299, the Blackhawk Mach 3 is of better 
quality, function and design than watches that sell for much 
more. See the back cover of this issue for more information. 

A free 60 page color catalog is available from the CHASE
DURER website: www.Chase-Durer.com or by calling toll
free: 1-800-544-4365. 

SOF 's 30th Anniversary Issue! 
We've been kicking butt and taking names for 30 years ... 

believe it or not! We're publishing a selection of outstanding 
articles by some of the best-known SOF authors in our De
cember issue, which is the SOF 30th anniversary issue and 
will be a collector's item. Authors include Col. David Hack
worth on why the U.S. needs a Foreign Legion and why we 
lost in Vietnam; Al Venter on Rhodesia Yesterday and Today 
as well as his take on Lt. Col. Robert McKenzie; Jim Morris 
on Ambush in Vietnam; and Bob Burton on Bounty Hunting 
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Today. Look for it on the newsstands on or about 25 Novem
ber. 

M14 DCM Program To 
Counterbalance War Costs? 

There is an intriguing movement afoot to mod
ify and sell through the DCM - as opposed to pay 
contractors to cut up - surplus Ml 4 rifles, with net 
proceeds going to help defray the cost of ongoing 
military operations. Detailed information on the 
proposal, and an on-line petition you can sign and 
forward to like-minded colleagues, will be found 
at: http://www.PetitionOnline.com/M 14CMP03/ 

Vice Adm. James 
Stockdale, MOH, 81 

On 23 July at the U.S. Naval Academy, a true 
American hero was laid to rest, where his ser
vice to country first began. As the senior POW 
during the Vietnam war, during a 7-1/2 year in
carceration by the North Vietnamese, Stockdale 
di.splayed bravery and strength of character of 
the most inspiring kind - not the fleeting cour
age of the moment, but a rock-solid, never-give
in courage that set the highest possible example not only 
for his fellow inmates, but for all met at arms. 

After flying 200 combat missions over North Vietnam, 
Adm. Stockdale was shot down and captured in Septem
ber 1965. His captors and angry villagers beat him, even

tually wrenching 
his shoulders from 
their sockets, shat
tering his leg and 
breaking his back. 

The brutal treat
ment continued 
after he was taken 
to the Hanoi Hil
ton, as his captors 
knew this senior 
military prisoner's 
cooperation would 
ensure all POWs 
cooperated - but 
Stockdale simply 
would not be bro
ken. 

As Marine veter
an James G. Zum
walt noted in the 
Washington Times , 
"Despite beatings, 
torture, two years 
in leg irons and 
four years in soli
tary confinement 

in total darkness, he refused to betray his country and 

Continued on page 47 

· Official Reflex Collimator Sight of the U.S. Army 
· Extremely long battery life, typical 10,000 hours 
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The colorful history of the French Foreign legion's 
2nd REP begins with the 151 

, 2"d, and 3rd BEP (Bataillon 
Etranger Parachustiste) , which were formed in 1948-49 to 
provide airborne troops for the French military efforts in 
Indochina (Vietnam). They were to become the spearhead 
intervention force of the French Army in Indochina. Ex
tremely mobile, the legion paratroop units participated on 
all fronts of the war and were continuously in action up to 
the final battle at Dien-Bien-Phu, which fell on 7 May 1954. 
This battle conclusively ended French military hopes and 
presence in this former colony. 

In 1955 the French Foreign legion Paratroop Battal
ions returned from the Far East, after six years of war 
against the tide of history. These units were 
awarded the highest honor: The red cord 
of the legion of Honor was hung on 
their battle flags . They were sent next 
to Algeria , then a department 
(state) of France, and con
verted into regiments. 
On 1 December 
1955 the 2nd REP 
was formed and 
garrisoned at 
Camp Pechaud, 
near Philippe
ville (present 
day Skikda) . 

A New War, on "Home" Soil 
By that time the Algerian conflict had already begun. In

surgent elements were determined to have an independent 
Algeria, while the French were equally determined to keep 
Algeria, which was officially a French department, thus 
part of France, under the French flag. Virtually from the 
moment they arrived in the country, the legionnaires were 

sent into action. From the Djebel, the mountainous region 
on the Tunisian border, to the Battle of Algiers, the legion 
para troop- ers were sent to wherever they were 
nee d e d , carrying out some of the most 
di ff i cu 1 t and dangerous missions of 
the war. 

During the Algerian 
conflict the French military 
had developed innovative 
airborne tactics in response 

to the difficult situation 
they faced. Algeria 
was a large coun

try, divided by 
mountain ranges 

a n d desert areas that 
made land travel difficult 

and dangerous. The enemy 
they faced knew the country 

and was extremely mobile, attack
ing in one place and moving on to 

regroup in the more deso
late areas. To cope with the 

situation, the French deployed 
helicopters on a large scale as a 
primary means of troop transport 
and rapid intervention. 

After five years of fighting, a 
political solution was negotiated 
that was to end the war in Algeria 

· and grant gradual independence 
to the country. The decision 

brought on the political crisis of 
1961 , which was a difficult time 

for the legion and the French Army. 
Certain French generals in Algeria, 
confident that they could win the 

war, rejected the government peace 
plan. They were supported by 

the nearly one million French 
civilians living in the country, 
many having been born in Al-

geria, who refused to leave what they consid
ered to be their homeland. Protests broke throughout the 
country and in a virtual coup d'etat a group of Army officers 
attempted to set up their own "Free Algeria." They were 
supported by several of the combat regiments, including 
the 2"d REP as well as the other legion units. 

Eventually the crisis was defused, but it had been a 
major shock to the country. At one point the Parisian 
airports had been closed in fear that the rebel paratroop 
units would use them as a staging area for an attempt to 



During the Cold War, the 1st Company was 
prepared tor stemming the flow of Soviet ar
mor through the Fulda Gap. Now, they special
ize in MOUT and night ops. Standard weapons 
include the FAMAS rifle, 12-gauge shotguns 
and a short version of the Minimi SAW 



(above) With night ops a specialty, legionnaires from the 1st Company 
make use of an eclectic assortment of weapons sights and vision gear. 
(right} legionnaires from the 1st Company, 2nd REP fill a plane en route 
to a training jump. 

overthrow the French President Charles De Gaulle, and take 
over the government. Following these events, the 1" REP was 
disbanded and the 2nd REP was reformed under new com
mand and eventually was stationed at Bou-Sfer to provide 
security for the military base located there, and wait for the 
end of the war. 

At the end of the Algerian conflict, the 2nc1 REP returned 
to France and was permanently based at Camp Raffalli , near 
Calvi on the French island of Corsica. Camp Raffalli is situ
ated on the sea with the Corsican mountains behind, mak
ing it ideal terrain for diverse training. The companies each 
received a special assignment and the legionnaires of the 2nd 

REP where trained for all types of interventions and missions. 
A commando group of HALO-qualified paratroopers special
izing in scouting and recon missions was added to the regi
ment. Specialist training is a prerequisite for the REP, and the 
legionnaires are frequently sent to the continent for qualifica
tions from the various schools offered by the French Army. 
Training is also carried out abroad in Djibouti at the CECAP 
desert combat/commando training center, and in French Guy
ana at the French Foreign legion Jungle Survival Center. 

The 211d REP remains one of the primary intervention units 
of the French Army and has been instrumental in resolving 
conflict situations world-wide, such as in Chad in 1969 
where they faced Khadafi's Army, and in the first Gulf War 
to liberate Kuwait in 1991. They have also been involved in 
peace-keeping and humanitarian missions in Lebanon; Ga-

Continued on page 29 
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COMMAND ARMS ACCESSORIES 

. . . . -..: . . -
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; -............ . 
M44 Handguard Set (Carbine-M44-S Rifle-M44L) 

This polymer handguard features four integral Picatinny rails making it easy to install and 
remove mission specific accessories. This rugged handguard features stainless steel heat shields 
and rubber non·slip rail covers to protect the rails and the operators' hands when not in use. No 
gunsmithing or fitting required. 

X6 Aviation Grade Aluminum Handguard Set (6 Rails) 

The X6 is the most secure Picatinny rail system in the world for AR15/M16. Featuring four 
full.length Picattiny rails on the handguard and an additional mini rail on both sides of the 
front sight. Two long and six short rail covers provide protection to the rail when not in use and 
for the user's comfort. Available in both rifle and carbine lengths. A seventh rail that mounts 
between the two mini rails on the front sight is available as an accessory. No gunsmithing or 
fitting is required. 

AK-47 Replacement Handguard Set (LHV-47SET) 

Molded from high-density fiberglass reinforced polymer for extra strength and heat resis
tance, the handguard provides an extremely rigid, yet ultra light mounting platform for your 
mission specific accessories. This handguard set features full-length Picatinny rails on the top 
and bottom of the handguard and a mini rail on each side of the lower handguard to allow for 
the convenient mounting of all Picatinny and Weaver accessories. The handguards are sold both 
as a set, or the upper and the lower handguard may be purchased separately. 

1300 Industrial Hwy., B-3, Southampton, PA 18966-4029 
PH: 267-288-9995 FAX: 215-322-9223 

www.commandarms.com 



More than 25 years ago, 19 May 1978, one three-day battle 
in the city of Kolwezi, Zaire illustrated the efficacy of a small, 
highly trained force against numerically overwhelming odds. 
Cuban-supported leftist Katangais "Tigers" had attacked from 
their strongholds in Angola, driven out the local military and 
were running terribly amok in a mining city that held some 2,000 
European technicians 
and their families. The 
invaders' hope was to 
destabilize the pro
western government of 
Mabuto Sese Seko Waza 
Banga, president of dia
mond and metal-rich 
Zaire. 

The FAZ (Forces 
Armees Zaireoises) 
present in the city were 
outnumbered by the 
heavily armed rebel 
troops and abandoned 
the city with li.ttle or 
no resistance. In a few 
hours Kolwezi lay in 
rebel hands and the 
"Tigers" were soon out 
of control. General loot
ing had broken out, and 
rape and other atroci
ties were committed by 
the rebel troops on the 
population both black 
and white. 

President Mobuto 
looked to France for 
help. Within days a CCS 
(Command Company) 
of 116, four combat 
companies of 138 each, 
and a 36-member recon
naissance section were 
on their way to Solen
zara, a military airbase 
on Corsica: three DC-8s 
and a Boeing 707 were 
waiting to take-off for 
Africa. 

ately toward the jean XXIII Catholic high school where a large 
group of Europeans had gathered and were now being held cap
tive by the rebels. They eliminated the rebels holding the school 
and liberated the families who had spent several days enclosed 
there. At the same time the 2nd company under the orders of 
Cpt. Dubos took control of the Gecamines Hospital after heavy 

fighting with the rebels 
held up there. Mean
while the 3'd company 
commanded by Cpt. 
Gausseres had secured 
the airport area and set 
up defensive positions 
in and around the drop 
zone and began sending 
reconnaissance units 
into the old part of the 
city. 

The next day, the 
29'h of May at dawn, the 
second assault wave, 
including the 4'h combat 
company, a communica
tions and command unit, 
a mortar section, and a 
reconnaissance grouQ, 
jumped into Kolwezi. 
Meeting heavy resis
tance, the Legionnaires 
were engaged in com
bat, at times extremely 
violent, throughout 
most of the day. As they 
advanced toward the 
city center, they came 
upon scenes of horror, 
mass killings, rapes and 
mutilations. In the days 
to come, images of these 
atrocities would appear 
in the international 
press, shocking the en
tire world. 

With time pressing, 
certain political consid
erations were set aside 
and the orders became 
clear and simple: ''jump 
into Kolwezi and secure 

Anything in the riparian zone, seaport facilities, inland waterways and whatever lies up
stream on navigable wasters can be accessed by kayak. 

At the end of the 
second day Kolwezi was 
almost entirely under 
control of the 2nd REP. 
The following day the 
last pockets of rebel 
resistance were elimi
nated and the city was 
completely secured. 
The Legionnaires began 

the city." On the morning of the 19'h, operation "Bonite" had be
gun: The first wave jumped into an unused airfield just north of 
the city, around three o'clock in the afternoon. Made up of three 
combat companies, the l", 2nu and 3'd, and a command group, 
within minutes more than 300 battle-ready Legion paratroops 
had a foothold in Kolwezi. The operation took the rebel troops 
completely by surprise and what resistance they could put up 
soon dissolved in panic as more and more Legionnaires were 
able to regroup and join the fight. 

The l" company commanded by Cpt. Poulet set off immedi-

to assemble the Europeans who had survived the carnage and 
began preparations for evacuation 

Operation "Bonite" had lasted just a little over three days, 
during which the 2"d REP had been engaged in nearly continu
ous combat. The final outcome was impressive by any standards 
and reflects the professionalism and high degree of training of 
the 2nd REP: two hundred and fifty rebels were killed , nearly 
a thousand weapons, a dozen vehicles , artillery, mortars, and 
heavy machine guns were recovered. The Legion losses were five 
killed and twenty wounded. - R. L ~ 
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F-or those who demcnd more then the stcndcrd Issue. 

Handcrafted in Pennsylvania, 
United States of America 

"47146 Marauder 

The most techno/oqlccl/LJ 
advcnced footwecr cvc//ab/e . 

Patented Goodyear Flex-Welt™ Construction 
Light Weight• Flexible • Shock Absorbing 

1) DRYZ Moisture Management System 
Removable insert absorbs perspiration yet remains dry to the touch 

2) Built In DRYZ® Memory Foam 
Offers a second layer of cushioning 

3) Texon Flex-Welt'" Insole 
For superior give in the prime flex zone 

4) Therm-a-Plus Heat Barrier 
Heat shield material protects against high temperatures 

5) Unique Cut-Out Mid-Sole 
Provides superior flexibility 

6) Patented Polyurethane Mid-Sole 
Channeled design adds flexibility, shock absorption and is light weight 

7) Vibram® Outsole 
Sierra traction outsole for improved grip, oil and abrasion resistance 

"4949 Insulated 

"4010 Temperate Weather 

CD 

For information call 800-441-43 19 or visit our web sites at www.co rco1·anboot.com and www.matterhornboot.com 

Sh l•com 
All of HH Brown's footwear brands are avai lable on line at: oe 1ne 



20 SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! · www.sofmag.com • SOLD I ER oF FORTUNE ~ NOVEIVIBER 2oos 



"When we first started taking fire, I just 
looked to the right and saw seven or eight 
guys shooting back at us - muzzle flashes ... 
I shot one guy. I saw him fall." 

Sgt. Leigh Ann Hester, ABC News 

Troopers from the 617th Military Police Company, Richmond, KY, following an awards ceremony at Camp 
Liberty, Iraq, 16 June 2005. From left to right: Spec Jesse Ordunez; Sgt. Dustin Morris; Sgt. Leigh Ann 
Hester; Lt. Gen. John R. Vines, Commander, Multinational Corps Iraq; Staff Sgt. Timothy Nein: Spc. Casey 
Cooper and Spc. Jason Mike. U.S.Army photo by Spc. Jeremy D. Crisp 

Kentucky National Guard Kicks Ass, Takes Names 
B y Lt . Col . Robert K . Brovvn USAR [Ret.) 

AFTER ACTION REPORT: Raven 
42 Shines as They DecimateTerrorists 
in Salman Pak, Iraq 

Though this firefight was mentioned 
on television news shows, and in the p1int 
news media, the stmy of this Milita1y Po
lice Squad who kicked some serious ter
rorist ass has yet to be told in the detail it 
so richly deserves. SOF has the pleasure 
of presenting the first draft of the entire 
after action report of this shoot out in 
print and has taken the liberty of insert
ing in appropriate places, quotes from 
some of the participants. The Brigade S-2 
authored this. The quotes are extracte.d 
from an article in the Washington Post. 
Although the Post and SOF agree on 
very few subjects, SOF gives credit where 
credit is due and notes that the authm; 
Steve Fainaru, did a hell of a job of re
porting and richly deserves "two thumbs 
up. " 

On Sunday afternoon, 20 March 
2000, in a nasty, dry section of scru
bland called Salman Pak, on the south
eastern outskirts of Baghdad, 40 to 50 
heavily armed Iraqi insurgents attacked 
a convoy of 30 civilian tractor trailer 
trucks that were moving supplies for 
the coalition forces, along an Alternate 
Supply Route (ASR). 

These tractor trailers, driven by 
third country nationals (primarily 
Turks), were escorted by three armored 
Hummers from the Corps Support 
Command (COSCOM) which provides 
supply, military police, medical and 
other support to combat units. 

When the insurgents attacked, one 
of the Hummers was in their kill 
zone and the three soldiers aboard were 
immediately wounded, as their Hummer 
started taking heavy machinegun and 
RPG fire. 

Along with them, three of the truck 
drivers were killed, and six were wound
ed. The enemy attacked from a farmer's 
barren field next to the road, with a tree 
line perpendicular to the ASR, two dry 
irrigation ditches forming a rough l
shaped trench line, and a house standing 
off the dirt road. After three minutes of 
sustained fire, a squad of enemy moved 
forward toward the disabled and immo
bile trucks. Each of the terrorists car
ried handcuffs and was looking to take 
hostages for ransom or worse; to take 
those three wounded U.S. soldiers for 
more internet beheadings. 

About this time, three armored Hum
mers that formed the MP Squad under 
the call sign Raven 42, 617th MP Co, 
Kentucky National Guard, assigned to 
the 503rd MP Bn (Fort Bragg), 18th 
MP Bde, arrived on the scene like the 
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Spoc;,i;,, 1,,, P"ll'" _,, '""''" ' """" St" 
with (VJ deJice for her bravery on 20 March 2005. 
Photo: Ken ucky Army National Guard 

cavalry. The squad had been shadowing the convoy from 
a distance behind the last truck, when the convoy trucks 
stopped and became backed up from the initial attack. Some 
of the trucks were already burning. 

Spec. Casey Cooper, in the gunner's hatch of the first Hum
vee, yelled, "They're taking fire, Go! Go!" Staff Sgt. Timothy 
Nein, in the passenger seat, ordered Sgt. Dustin Morris to 
drive between the ambush and the stalled tractor trailers. 
Morris zipped through a space between two tractor trailers 
and the three Humvees sped up, paralleled the convoy up the 
shoulder of the road, and into a hail of small arms and RPG 
fire. "Flank 'em down the road," Nein yelled. 

They arrived on the scene just as a squad of about 10 
terrorists had moved forward across the farmer's field and 
were about 20 meters from the road. The MP squad opened 

fire with .50 machineguns and Mkl9 grenade launchers. The 
Hummers roared across the front of the terrorists kill zone, 
between the enemy and the trucks, drawing heavy fire from 
the terrorists. 

The MPs crossed the kill zone and then started to turn 
up an access road at a right angle to the ASR and next to the 
field full of enemy fighters. As they did so, Cooper saw a RPG 
hurtling toward his Humvee. "I saw a black dot, he recalled. 
"All I could say was 'Oh, crap!"'The round exploded above 
the rear passenger's side window. As the Humvee fishtailed, 
Cooper thudded down into the cab. Nein reached back and 
shook him. "Coop, are you OK?" He screamed. Cooper was 
bloody and motionless. Believing he was dead, I began to 
climb up on top of him to get up on the weapon," Nein said . 
Cooper suddenly bolted upright. 

'Tm OK, I'm OK," he yelled and climbed back into the 
gun turret. Sgt Morris made the turn to open fire with the 
Ma Deuce. Incredibly, the vehicle continued to function, as 
AK-4 7 and RPD rounds smashed into the grill and oil started 
spurting onto the windshield, which smeared over the bul
letproof glass. Nein and Cooper's vehicle stopped a couple of 
hundred yards down the side road. 

The second Humvee, driven by Spec. Ashley Pullen and 
with Sgt. Leigh Ann Hester in the passenger seat screeched to 
an abrupt halt some 50 yards behind. The last vehicle halted 
just after the turn. Spec. Jason Mike a huge former Jackson
ville University fullback, and the medic, were stunned by the 
number of terrorists he saw blasting way from a ditch. along 
side the ASR as well has from an orchard and a ditch running 
alongside the side road. 

The three armored Humvees had now flanked the en
emy positions and opened up with devastating fire from 
their .SO's and SAW's (Squad Automatic Weapon). In front 
of them was a line of seven sedans - Opels, BMWs and Ca-

The gunner on the second Hummer drove his vehicle forward on two flat tires 100 meters to a better firing position when the vehicle died, spraying oil everywhere. 
Photo: Kentucky Army National Guard 
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Sgt. Leigh Ann Hester faces camera in front of huge number of weapons captured during the intense firefight. Photo: Kentucky Army National Guard (inset) Sgt. 
Hester is the first female to receive a Silver Star since World War II U.S. Army photo by Spc. Jeremy D. Crisp 

prices, with their doors and trunks open. A single two-story 
house was off to their left rear. 

Simultaneously, the third Humvee's driver, Spec. Bryan 
Mack, and team leader Sgt. Joe Rivera bailed out their doors 
to fight, while their gunner, Spec. William Hayes, continued 
firing from the turret of the Hummer, which was parked near 
the heaviest concentration of the enemy. Within a few min
utes three of the four Humvee's troopers fell to heavy return 
machinegun fire. Sgt. Rivera was hit as well as Spec. Mack, 
who took a round in the left shoulder. Rounds were sizzling 
in from two directions from only a couple of insurgents but 
it was enough fire to pin the MPs down. Haynes, in the gun 
turret, took a round in the left hand, falling screaming back 
into the Hummer. 

Mike, the only functioning trooper from the 3"1 Hummer, 
"out Ramboed Rambo." But this was no phony Hollywood 
bullshit. He hoisted an M249 onto the Hummer's trunk, firing 
it with his right hand into the main trench line. With his left, 
he squeezed off bursts from his M4 at the terrorist on top of 
the 10- foot berm. He continued blazing away, one gun after 
the other, until Hayes got his hand bandaged and got back 
into the fight. 

The squad's medic, Spec. Jason Mike, from Radcliff, Ken
tucky, dismounted from third vehicle, and joined by the 
first vehicle's driver, Sgt. Morris, who sprinted back to join 
him, implemented combat life-saving techniques to treat the 
three wounded MPs. (Both are Combat Life Saving Trained 
[ CLST] which means they have received significant training 
over and above basic medical training). 

Sgt. Nein jumped out of his riddled Hummer with his M4 
carbine and two hand grenades, and grabbed Sgt. Hester who 
had also exited her vehicle. In both cases they walked di
rectly into the gunfire. Below them, in the trench along the 

road, four goblins were popping bursts at the squad and then 
ducking behind a berm. The two of them rolled over the 10-
foot berm into the trench. "We've got to go in there," Sgt. 
Nein muttered. 

Spaced a few yards apart, they popped around to fire spo
radic bursts from their AK's. "I could see the bullets kicking 
up the dried dirt," he remembered. "We went through there 
foot by foot," said Sgt. Hester. "We'd stop every couple of 
meters or so .. . I'd be firing over his shoulder. " They tossed 
grenades as they went. Hester lobbed a grenade and hugged 
the side of the trench. One terrorist continued to fire until 
Nein tossed him a grenade. The firing stopped. As Hester and 
Nein struggled out of the trench, bodies littered the orchard 
and trenches. 

The .50 and SAW flanking fire had torn apart the 10 terror
ists in the lead trench line. 

Meanwhile, the medic, Mike and Morris who were treating 
the three wounded on the ground at the rear Hummer, came 
under sniper fire from the farmer's house. Each of them 
grabbed an AT-4 rocket launcher from the Hummer and near
ly simultaneously fired the rockets into the house, vaporizng 
the shooter and the house. The two then worked their way up 
the trench line, throwing grenades, firing grenades from the 
launcher, and firing their M4s. 

Sgt. Hester, low on ammo, ran back to her squad leader's 
vehicle, and because this squad is well trained to implement 
the unit's SOP, she knew exactly where to look to find the 
ammo with out even looking. 

As she turned to move back to the trench line, the gunner 
in two saw a terrorist jump from behind one of the cars and 
start firing on the sergeant. He pulled b is 9mm, because 
the .50 was pointed in the other direction, and snapped off 

Continued on page 28 
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Are these high-level combat skills too powerful for the public? 

The Shocking Story of How the Feds 
Are Trying to Prevent You From 

Getting This Elite Combat Training! 
When we brought together former Navy SEALs and DELTA Force solders to teach their spec-op level 

armed and unarmed skills to a small group of ordinary civilians for 4 intense days, word quickly got back to 
Washington- and the whole thing sent shockwaves throughout the entire Defense bureaucracy! 

Top-level government " higher ups" started asking serious questions and even 
conducted "private" investigations. 3 different privately owned training locations 
suddenly "clammed up" and said we couldn't rent their facilities for our camp! 
It was clear that the "Powers That BE" didn't want us "sharing" such highly
valued military-level skills with ordinary civilians. But we did it anyway! 
There will never be another DELTA/ SEAL Training Camp at any price! 
The "Powers That Be" simply made it impossible! 
However, they didn't stop us from videotaping the entire Camp. Now those 
tapes are available for a very limited time. . 

Former DEL TA & SEAL JC 
TAKE NOTE! Once the "Powers That Be" hears about this, it could be ending soon ... ~0 0~•r civ.i1i.•ns e1;1 ••• ;:c~o~~7.~!~~~~~~~· iogether 

om at training . .. and if will never be repeated u:;~~~d 

(Dateline: Visalia, CA) -- Please don't set this 
article aside. Seriously. Tomon-ow may be too 
late to respond ! 

lf you are finally ready to become 100% 
certain you' ve done all you can to protect 
your borne and fam ily from any assault from 
any type of criminal scum ... and quite being 
a wa lki ng target for the robbers, rapists and 
psychopaths prowling your streets ... 

Then this will be the Most 
Important Message 

You Ever Get! 
Here is what it's all about: thi s message 

is goi ng to outrage some very important (and 
very dangero us) people .... People who 
would very much like to see me go away 
a nd never again mention the words" Delta 
/Sea l Training Camp" ever aga in! You see, 
my company, TRS, put together a series of 
eli te combat courses that were hosted by ac
tual Navy SEAL and U.S Army DELTA 
vetera n tra iners (with real life combat expe
rience) ... who, for4 incredibly intense days, 
shared eve1ything they knew about c lose
quarters weapons and unarmed combat. And 
they shared it a ll w ith civilians Li ke you .. . 
the ONLY time in the history of the US .A 
mili tary that thi s kind of high-l evel training 
was revea led to anyone not already inside 
the Special Forces! 

These training camps will never be held 
again! They cost $3750 just to attend . .. and 
everyone who came raved about what they 
learned and came away with. The camps were 
the most complete training in "elite level: 
military hand to hand and firearm experti se 
ever offered to anyo ne outside the Special 

Forces. It was a dream come true fo r any
one who ever wanted to learn (and master) 
the inside secrets of brutally- efficient hand 
to hand combat and expert-level handgun 
training ... the kind of knowledge that will 
make even tbe craziest street fighter th ink 
three times befo re trying to take you on . .. 
and, if he does come after you, he wi II sud
denly (a nd pa infull y) realize . .. 

He's Made A Very 
Serious Mistake! 

We went way out on a limb to offer these 
camps ... and we made a lot of people ve1y angiy. 

And now it 's over . These amazing camps 
wi ll neve1; ever be held aga in . (We were 
banished from 5 of the country's major 
gun ranges at the las t minute, under ve1y 
mysterious circumstances, before finding 
the courageous Ca lifo rnia range we finally 
held these camps at.) Now, even that op
portuni ty is gone forever ... 

Slammed Shut by Outside Forces We 
Simply Cannot Fight Anymore! 

That means you can never attend a DELTA/ 
SEAL training camp li fe this yourself- even 
if you have the $3750 each attendee paid just 
to get in ... plus the hundreds of dollars in 
a irfare ... plus hote l costs ... vacation time 
off. .. food ... and equipment By even con
servative measures, most attendees she ll ed 
out over $5000 to come. Yet, even at that 
outrageous price, they considered it the bar
gain of a lifetime. Four days of intense, 
personal training in combat-tested hand-to
hand fighting tactics . . . plus the complete 
mastery of "elite military level' handgun 

shooting ski lls . Taught by the most respected 
trainers on the planet actual combat veter
ans from the ranks of the Navy SEALS and 
the U.S. Army DELTA Specia l Forces! 

But you can experience the same train
ing through a hyper intense video package 
of actual minute-to-minute training at the 
camps and, even better, the price is a mere 
Ji-action of what eve1yone else bad to pay! Not 
even a significant percentage of the cost. .. 
less, even, than what the attendees used up in 
9mm and .45 bullets during a single day of 
these adrenaline-charged camps! 

You read that right- these tapes are ava il
able to you for that amount to spare change 
compared to the outrageous costs the attendees 
had to shell out! No matter how you look at 
this . .. it's the greatest bargain you ' II ever come 
across ... for what will instantly become ... 

The Most Important Fighting 
Skills Of Your Life! 

Just like the attendees, you are go ing to 
witness the highest level of tra ining instruc
tion, direct fro m the best teachers in the 
world . In fact, because of the adva ntages of 
better camera angles, a professional editi ng, 
up close shots of whispered advice, and you 
abili ty to rewind and go over any point until 
you "get it " ... you have and even better 
opportunity to learn than many of the at
tendees did! Just by studying these sophisti
cated, " executive-level" training sessions, 
you will learn : 

c> Incredibly effective fighting techniques 
you can master overnight ... skill s that 
give you the devastating ability to 
in stantl y take down even a steroid enraged 



street punk twice your size! 
¢ Simply defense strategies for arming 

your family and loves ones with the skills, 
know how and awareness to avoid 90% of 
the crime that ruin other people's lives 
(carjacking, rape, assault) ... and to 
reverse any attack so you come out the 
winner and never the victim! 

¢ Expert "elite military level" handgun 
shooting skills that will instantly put you 
among the most respected "weapons 
savvy" people on the planet! 

¢ And what's so great about this training 
you'll see is, it's all "packaged" to be 
learned fast (overnight, really) ... even if 
you've never trained in anything before! 
In fact. .. 

¢ You don't need any previous training or 
skills at all most the attendees had no 
military experience no gun handling and 
no self defense training before coming to 
these camps! 

¢ You don't need to be in good shape (or 
any kind of shape at all) this was not a 
boot camp based on survival skills! In 
fact, many of the attendees were "desk 
jockey" types, including executives from 
Fortune 500 corporations (aged 50 and 
over) ... and others were young students 
from every walk of life and occupation 
imaginable! 

In fact, all you really need to get the most 
from these training tapes is the simple de
sire to change your life, quickly .•. to stop 
walking in fear, and instead, give yourself 
(and your loved ones) the immediate, totally 
devastating skills necessary to control ev
ery potentially violent situation you could 
ever encounter in this increasingly danger
ous world! 

And the best part is, you'll learn it all very 
fast because you have the very best trainers 
in the world right there, teaching you in the 
hottest training available anywhere! This 
high level of training is most impossible to 
comprehend with out witnessing it for your
self. Its all given and overseen by Tom 
Carter and Frank Cucci ••• 

Without Doubt, The Most Respected 
"One-Two" Team in THE Country FOR 

THIS "Real Combat" Training! 
Tom Carter spent 17 years in active ser

vice, first in the Green Berets, and then as 
an "Alpha "One" team leader with the elite 
DELTA Special Forces. (He was one ofjust 
5 men to complete the required selection 
course-95 others couldn't hack it!) He and 
his men were in some of the heaviest 
firefights (against Russian trained Cuban 
Storm troopers) of the Grenada invasion five 
of the six Black Hawk choppers carrying 
them were too shot up to fly again! In Haiti, 
protecting President Aristide ... in Peru, 
Tom was handpicked to help their Navy go 
after the notorious Shining Path terrorists 
(the bloodiest butchers of this century) ... 
private ops in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Equador and South Africa ... he has been 
written up in magazines on 3 continents (in-

eluding Newsweek) ... his corporate clients 
include Solomon Bros. World Trade Cen
ter headquarters in New York, plus various 
U.S. Senators and ambassadors overseas (as 
security supervisor) Serious stuff. 

This illustrated the astonishingly high 
level of instruction you get these tapes. 

Frank Cucci has an equally interesting 
history. For 12 years he was on of the top 
Navy SEALS a member of the "elite of the 
elite" SEAL Team Six (which has had about 
a dozen books and movies dedicated to them, 
where he saw mortal combat. These are the 
"first in, last out" solders in any action ... 
and they very "unusual" freedom in how they 
do their jobs in the field because of the spec
tacular success in "black bag" operations. 
Frank was the creator and Chief Instruc
tor of the Naval Special Warfare Unarmed 
Combat Course... and the techniques he 
brought the SEALS ... 

Have Been Used In Every Recent U.S. War 
And Engagement! 

Frank is a nice guy ... but when it comes 
to hand to hand combat he's absolutely the 
last man you'd want to come across. He 
teaches incredibly effective (and brutally vi
cious) fighting secrets that come from his 
training in Jeet Kune Do (where he studied 
with the famous Dan Inosanto, Bruce Lee's 
training partner) and the respected Thai box
ing master Surachai Sirisute. Frank is a pro
fessional who knows how to impart serious 
training secrets FAST! 

Just watching these videos will literally 
transform you ... because once you've wit
nessed the inside secrets and tricks and spe
cial training that can be yours (and so eas
ily); you will be a different man. The kind of 
man who can hush a room just by walking 
in ... with a sense of calm confidence and 
centered power that shines like a searchlight 
in your eyes. 

Here's a "taste" of what you'll learn: 

• Incredible "military tricks" that can make 
you from absolute rookie to a master of 
the handgun in just a few short hours! 

• Insider fighting secrets that only the most 
elite solders who have faced real combat 
could ever share with you! 

• How to handle a weapon better under 
overwhelming stress than most people can 
in calm serenity of an empty firing range! 

• The 8 huge mistakes almost all men 
make with firearms ... and how to handle 
your weapon like and expert overnight! 
(Even if you've never picked up a gun 
before in your life) 

• Where to strike you're opponent to end 
any fight instantly, no matter how big he 
is or how surprised you are by the attack! 

• The 12 "tactical" survival rules you 
must know to win an armed encounter 
with any attacker including the horren
dous "Hollywood" mistakes most people 
make that get them seriously hurt or 
killed! (Some of the most "normal 
tendencies" you have are 100% wrong!) 

• The one "basic" mistake even some cops 
and solders make (despite their expensive 
training) that erases their training 
advantage in a street fight! (You'll never 
fall victim to yourselfl) 

• Why a simple change in your "mindset" 
will mean the difference between being a 
victim ... and being safe! 

• How to handle pepper spray! (A great 
tool that even the most deadly solders now 
consider an important part of their self 
defense package- but you must know how 
to hand it correctly!) 

• Single takedown moves that require no 
strength whatsoever! (Perfect to teach 
your kids and wife ... or to use when 
you're hurt of attacked by bigger men!) 

• How to immediately win a fight if you 
find yourself on the ground on your back 
with a bigger opponent on top of you! 

• Why untrained shooters often pick the 
wrong targets 100% of the time 

• How to cancel out the 7 most common 
ways criminals surprise families inside 
their own homes! 

• The 2 "warrior-tested" combat secrets of 
winning a fight every time! 

• How to unleash the "animal secret" 
within you that can tum around any 
situation where you are horribly outnum
bered and surprised! (A 40lb. Wolverine 
uses this secret to drive off whole wolf 
packs from their own kill!) 

• The fastest way for even a gentle, never in 
trouble man to instantly bring up the 
necessary aggressive response to attack! 
(This secret is often all you need to force back 
assault, since most criminals are not prepared 
for expert, aggressive counter measures!) 

• How to control the shakes and super-hot 
adrenaline dump that occurs during 
tense, violent situations! (You'll be cool, 
smooth and effective no matter how 
confusing things get ... just he opposite 
how most men react!) 

• How to finish a complicated situation with 
clever (yet simple) pain compliance tactics 
that will guarantee you have complete 
control over your opponent! 
Plus, how to fight (and win) barehanded 
against clubs and knives, how to choose 
the right gun for you ... how to teach you 
wife and kids the basics of self defense 
(So they will never be surprised by and 
attacker) and more. 

So much more, it would take ma dozen 
more pages just to outline it all! 

What you getting this package is 7 com
plete videotapes over 9 solid hours of in
tense training and insight into real combat 
skill you can learn quickly I These tapes were 
painstakingly edited down from over 245 
hours of raw footage ... so what you get is 
ONLY "down and dirty" important stuff. All 
the meat, all the secrets, and all the "hot" 
info is there for you in a, easy to watch (and 
master) format. 

And you get everything the attendees re
ceived, too-nothing has been held back. In 



addition to the 7video tapes, you also get the 
same Manual of Self Defense Tactics the 
attendees got. This heavy manual is packed 
with information and details on home secu
rity, gun safety, secrets of effective shooting, 
tips on handling attackers, everything. Cor
porations have paid over $800 a piece for 
this manual (the exact one you will 
receive) ... and its is not available anywhere 
else in the world for any price! 

And the best part is .. .it is all yours ... 

For A Ridiculous Fraction Of 
What Everyone Else Had To Pay! 

So here's what you need to do now: Call 
my office right away at 1-800-899-8153 (Ask 
for Dept. DS-57). Tell whomever answers you 
want o get your copy of the "Boot Camp 
Video Package" sent to you immediately. You 
can use your credit card. The cost for this 
amazing package is just $177, plus $12 ship
ping and handling (it's a huge package!). Once 
we get your order, your package will be rushed 
out to you by return mail-all 7 videos (or 5 
DVD's), plus the Tactics manual, everything. 

That outrageously-low price is going to 
send shock waves through the country when 
word of it finally leaks out! (Its less that 6% 
of the total costs nearly all the attendees had 
to pay to come to the camps-you aren't even 
paying what the attendees shot up in shells 
in a single day of training! Their hotel bills 
alone were higher than that! 

Your satisfaction is 100% Guaranteed. If, 
after examining these videos for a full 
6months, you aren't happy ... simply return 
them ... and I will refund every penny of your 
purchase price. No questions asked. This is 
the most generous guarantee ever offered for · 
this kind of elite level training. You risk ab
solutely nothing. 

My friend, if you are even remotely inter
ested in learning the honest secrets of hand 
to hand combat and handgun shooting- as 
taught by and for the Special Forces- then 
this deal is the absolute bargain of our life. 
Corporations like the big oil companies and 
financial giants in New York pay thousands 
of dollars in fees to Tom and Frank for their 
advice ... but even for all that money, those 
executives and big-wigs don J even begin to 
see the detailed secrets and inside stuff you 
will get with these videos! 

You need to call RIGHT NOW! As soon as 
wordleaksoutthatwerearesellingthesetapes ... 

The Same "Powers That Be" Who 
Shut Down The Training Camps Will 

Attempt To Halt These Videos! 

students and blue collar people who at
tended) ... even though the government agen
cies who investigated found nothing illegal 
or even "quasi-legal" going on ... even 
though there were no rednecks, no skinheads, 
no neo- Nazi's, no one with wild eyes to be 
seen anywhere ... despite all this ... 

We Still Were Stopped Cold! 
I would love to tell you there is another 

camp coming up soon you could attend per
sonally ... but there isn't. They are never go
ing to be held again. Not for $3,750 ... not 
for a million dollars. 

I would also like to tell you to relax about 
getting these tapes. But that would be wrong, 
too. I absolutely cannot guarantee a set of 
tapes will be here for you tomorrow! Too 
much has happened that has ruined my faith 
in the "future". If you want these tapes ... 

You Must Act 
Right Now ••• Today 

I'm serious. The money, really, is irrel
evant. (The manual you get alone is worth 
twice the purchase price of the entire video 
package). What you pay for these tapes 
doesn't even amount too much more than a 
few lessons at local karate club ... or a new 
handgun ... or a couple of hot nights out on 
the town. Yet, what you get is worth so 
much more. The confidence. The skills to 
repel attacks, and win confrontations in sec
onds. The sudden lack of fear you will fell 
just going out on the streets ... and the in
credible feelings of safety you can offer your 
family and loved ones. 

change in fantastic ways ... as soon as a few 
short days from now! 

The number, again, is 1-800-899-8153. 

Order right now. 

Dl/4awo 
Russ Horine 

P.S. one more thing- it's important. I though 
you might like to see what the people who 
attended these camps had to say about the 
experience. Here's some of their comments: 

"The best money I ever spent The 
training and skills I learned are 
invaluable!" John Heltsley. 

"Now I have a greater sense of 
self-confidence." Rick Chase 

"It was an incredible experience to 
pick the brains of some of the best 
guys in the world." Mark Johnson

"My investment was paid back a 
thousand fold." Chad Mars 

"There was an incredible amount of 
knowledge and skill imparted to us in a 
short period of time". Pabick 0. Harper

" I now have a tremendous ability 
and self confidence in the use of a 
firearm." Richard Sands 

"I was skeptical at first. Every 
expectation I has was by far ex
ceeded. Thanks! Brady Patrick-

" Just the confidence of knowing 
that your trained by the very best, 
most knowledgeable soldiers in the 

But you must order right now-while the world makes this camp mandatory 
op~ortunity to &et these am~in~,tap.es still for anyone who's serious about 
exists. And while you are hot with the protecting himself and his family!" 
knowlodge that-truly-your Ufe h about to Briant Tennant q g A t\ 

r Calt1-800-899-8153 _______ (j}Ll\lif I 
(Ask for Dept. DS-57) Priority Order Forml 

For fastest service use your credit card and call Toll-FREE 
0 YES! I can clearly see that getting this is a unique opportunity to learn (and master) 
incredibly intense skills for self-protection (and the protection of my loved ones) ... taught 
to me by hard-nosed combat veterans from the ranks of the Navy SEALS and U.S. Army 
DELTA Special Forces! I realize that my chance to have and own the tapes of these 
famous training camps is truly a once-in-a-lifetime bargain ... I also realize this rare oppor
tunity may be taken away at any time - just as the Training Camps were closed down 
forever! Therefore, please rush my package to me by return mail - all 9-plus hours of 
videotape or DVD's (my choice in indicated below), plus the Training Manual (all of it 
unavailable anywhere else, at any price)! Here's how I wish to pay: 

Please send everything to me on 0 DVD or 0 VHS 
0 I prefer to pay with my credit card; 0 Enclosed is my Check or Money Order 

Please charge my: (payable to TRS) for $189 ($177 + $12 S/H). 
D MC D Visa D AmEx D Discover 

Expires: __________ _ Address:------------

Signature City ST Zip __ _ 
TRS Direct Inc. • 606 E. Acequia Ave. Dept. DS-57 • Visalia, CA 93292 

CA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping avaflab/e for additional charges of SIO for "2-day" shipping and $15 for "Overnight" shipping, 

The DELTA/SEAL Training Camps are 
now history. I don't want to go into the de
tails, but the end was a messy affair. Even 
though every single police officer who vis
ited the camps (and there were many) liked 
what they saw ... even though every news 
media person who came by raved about the 
quality of the training (and discovered there 
was nothing even remotely "strange" about 
the corporate execs and business owners and L ___ _ Forelgnorders(exceptC~aJ.::!::!':!J!i~d!!!!:_nalsblpptng.Cal/(5?!!_73!:!.!.17.for"'.!!:!.,l"f!!!!!'t'.!!!!!.-____ _J 



RAVEN 42 AMBUSH• Continued from page 24 

Sgt. Dustin Morris poses behind Humvee windshield that defeated two direct hits from the terrorists. U.S. 
Army photo by Spc. Jeremy D. Crisp 

five rounds , dropping him. 
A lone goblin wi.th an RPG launcher 

on his shoulder peered from behind a 
tree and prepared to fire on the three 
Hummers and was killed with a single 
well-aimed shot to the head by Ni.en. 
Zeroing the dot of her Aim Point on the 
middle of the chest of a RPG gunner, 
she said, "I just put that little dot on him 
and squeezed the trigger," and down he 
went. She shifted her Aim Point to an
other terrorist and dropped him also. 
"Before that first one, it was almost like 
it wasn't real," she remembered, "Now 
it was for real." Hester claims four killed 
by aimed M4 shots. 

Sgt. Ordunez on the second 
Humvee, previously knocked out from 
a hit by the RPG, swung his .50 around 
and, realizing that the line of vehicles 
represented a hazard and possible get
away for the bad guys , started pumping 
rounds into the engine blocks of the es
cape vehicles until his field of fire was 
blocked. He realized that his Hummer 
was still running despite the RPG hit, 
and dropped down from his weapon, 
into the drivers seat and moved the 
vehicle forward on two flat tires about 
100 meters into a better firing position. 
Just then, the vehicle died, oil spraying 
everywhere. He again opened up with 

·his .50 and continued blasting the re
maining seven get-away cars. The gun
fire died down and a second squad of 
MP's barreled onto the scene, dismount
ed and helped the two giving first aid 
to the wounded at the third Hummer. 
Two minutes later three other squads 
from the 617th arrived, along with the 
CO, and the field was secured. 

Those seven Americans (wi.th the 

three wounded) killed 24 heavily 
armed terrorists, wounded 6 (two later 
died) , and captured one unwounded, 
who feigned injury to escape the fight, 
during the 45-minute engagement. 
They seized 22 AK-47s, six RPG launch
ers with 16 rockets, 13 RPK machine
guns , three PKM machineguns, 40 hand 
grenades, 123 fully loaded 30-rd AK 
magazines, 52 empty mags, and 10 belts 
of 2500 rounds of PK ammo. 

Of the seven members of Raven 
42 who walked away, two are Caucasian 
women, the rest men - one is Mexican
American, the medic is African-Ameri
can, and the other two are Caucasian -
the great American melting pot. 

They believed even before this 
fight that their NCOs were the best in 
the Army, and that they have the best 
squad in the Army. The medic, Ja
son Mike, who fired the AT-4 , said he 
remembered how from the week be
fore when his squad leader forced him 
to train on it, though he didn't think 
as a medic he would ever use one. He 
said he chose to use it in that moment 
to protect the three wounded on the 
ground in front of him, once they came 
under fire from the farmer house. The 
day before this mission, they took the 
new RFI bandoliers that were recently 
issued, and experimented with mount
ing them in their vehicles. Once they fig
ured out how, they pre-loaded a second 
basic load of ammo into magazines, put 
them into the bandoliers, and mounted 
them in their vehicles - the same exact 
way in every vehicle - load plans en
forced and checked by leaders! 

Their only complaints in the After 
Action Report were the lack of stopping 

power of the 9mm; the .50 incendiary 
rounds they are issued in lieu of ball 
ammo (shortage of ball in the inven
tory) didn't have the penetrating power 
needed to pierce the walls of the build
ing; and that everyone in the squad was 
not CLS trained 

Lt. Gen. John Vines, the U.SW 
ground commander in Iraq, told the 
troops from Raven 42 that while there 
is much talk on TV of sports stars , "My 
heroes don't play in the NBA and the 
U.S. Open. They're standing in front of 
me today. These are American heroes ." 
Right on! 

The 9mm round was a terrible deci
sion for the Anny to make. The 9mm pis
tol replaced the .45 calibers pistol just as 
I was leaving the Army. Believe me, one 
round from a .45 would have done more 
than wound the enemy soldier. Special 
Forces, Seals, Rangers, etc, and all those 
who engage in CQB (Close Quarters Bat
tle) are being issued or buying their own 
.45s. There is an old adage: 

"Never go to a gun fight with a hand
gun that uses ammo that doesn't start 
with a4." ~ 

Precision, professionol locksmith tools. Fully 
hardened spring sloinless steel picks. Closes 
into lo o fully self-contained tool that can be 
carried in the pocket or on o key ring! 

JPXS-6 Alloy Handle $37.95 
JPXS-6F Fiberglass Handle $21.95 
Shipping additional (per order) $5 .85 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 

Coll. email. or write for our free coto/og 

Southern Ordnance 
PMB 280 

380 South SR 434 # 1 004 
Allomonle Springs, FL 32714 

Phone Toll Free: 877·667-7292 Phone: 407-774-7078 
Fox Toll Free: 800-854-1930 Fax: 810-821-8263 

Email: sales@southord.com 
www.southord.com 
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LEGIONNAIRFS • Continued frnrn p<1ge 16 

bon, and Rwanda and a<> hln e hr lmet 
troops under U.N. mand ate in B0s111a, 
Kosovo, Cambodia etc. Mo t recentl y 
they have seen action in Afghanic;tan 
and the Ivory Coast. 

Colonel Maurin , prec;ent rnm 
mander of the regiment , seec; the RFP 
as a comhat-reacl y force, capah le of put 
ting tngether the necessary meanc; to 
carry out a mission , within 24 home;. 
anywhere in the world. "We have the 
training and the experience to se t up 
a majo r military operation with all the 
necessary material and mrn you need. 
You can't succeed with mi c;c:innc; lik r 
Kolwezi or the lv0ry (nac;t with j11c:1 a 
couple hundred men . You have to get a 
substan tial force on the ground with all 
the necessa ry logistics and equipment. 
Which , in itself, is a majnr und ertaldng. 
And it has to be done in an ex tremely 
short time. The 2"d REP is trained and 
ready for any such intervention .'· 

The 2nd REP Combat Companies 
l " Compn ny: During the lolcl War 

period, with the potent ia l nf grou nd 
fight ing in Europe lin keel to the pnc:c: i
bility of a Soviet armored attack, the l " 
Company of the REP was specia li zed in 
anti-tank combat. Since the end of the 
Cold War, the company has adapted to 
the present-day situation , with empha
sis placed on urban combat and night 
operations. 

Each member of the l " company 
combat teams is equipped with a mi
crophone and headset and , during night 
operations, light-intensifying night-vi
sion optics. Their FAMAS assanlt riOec;, 
s tandard arm of the French Army, have 
red-dot scopes and laser target-indica
tors . The company also carries combat 
shotguns with folding stocks and each 
intervention group carries a Minimi ca l. 
5.56 compact machinegun - all weapons 
well suited for combat in urban areas. 
A special urban-warfare facility at Fras
sell i, in the south of the island , is used 
by the company for training purposes. 

21111 Company: The Legionnaires of 
the 211

c1 company speciali ze in winter 
warfare and combat in extreme concli
tions. The company is trained to op
erate in mountainous terrain , and the 
men are qualified in Alpine techniques, 
with all being competent skiers. Their 
training center is at the chalet at Vergio 
in the heart of the Corsican mountains. 

Parachute in, climb in, hoist your fellow opera
tor in - whatever it takes to get at the bad guys 
in urban terrain, the specialists of 2nd REP's 1st 
Company do it all. 
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From their mountain base the Legion
naires train in all aspects of mountain 
warfare: rope work and knots , rappel
ling, climbing techniques, etc. -- all 
the skills necessary for movement and 
survival in winter mountain conditions. 
In addition, they are trained in snow 
jumps and rappelling from helicopters 
in mountainous terrain. 

yc1 Company: The third company is 
the amphibious operations arm of the 
211d REP. Using various means to reach 
their objectives -- motorized rafts, com
bat kayaks , or simply swimming, as 

well as water parachute jumps and wa
ter drops from low flying helicopters -
these Legionnaires train for all types of 
waterborne missions. The company has 
an amphibious training facility situated 
on the Bay of Calvi not far from the main 
base, Camp Raffalli. The Legionnaires of 
the company are scuba , UDT and motor
ized-watercraft qualified. An interesting 
aspect of their operations is the use of 
war kayaks: Equipped with a GPS system 
and watertight compartments to carry 
weapons and explosives, the light craft 
are use for infiltration of water ways and 

harbors for combat and reconnaissance 
missions. The company often trains with 
the French navy, deploying from surface 
vessels and submarines, and is used for 
security during the regiment's amphibi
ous training exercises. 

4'1' Company: The "Snipers and De
stroyers" of the 4'" company are special
ists in sabotage missions and harassment 
action behind enemy lines. The compa
ny receives training in the use of both 
conventional and improvised explosives 
in the destruction of bridges, communi
cations nets, transport centers etc. The 
4'h is also the home of the regiment's 
sniper units. Working in two man teams 
-- a spotter and the sniper equipped with 
the French army standard issue (7.62 
cal.) FRF-2 precision rifle or the .50 
McMillian sniper rifle -- they are expert 
in camouflage and infiltration. 

The CEA (Compagnie d'Eclairage et 
Appui): The CEA, the reconnaissance 
and support company of the regiment, 
is composed of five combat groups spe
cializing in heavy weapons, and a group 
of HALO-qualified commandos trained 

Continued on page 31 

The "snipers and destroyers" of the 2nd REP's 4th 
Company use the standard French FRF2 precision 
rifle, augmented as the mission requires by Amer
ican-made McMillan or Barrett .50 BMG rifles. 
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Continued from page 30 

for research, reconnaissance and path
finding missions. The heavy weapons 
units include two Milan anti-tank sec
tions, a MANPADS anti-aircraft section 
and a mortar platoon. 

The Para-Commandos are a select 
group of Legionnaires who are by far the 
most highly qualified combat soldiers 
in the regiment. They have all received 
instructor-level commando training at 
Mount Louis, the French commando 
training center, and have been through 
the HALO course at the airborne train
ing school at Pau, in the Pyrenees. The 

commandos of the unit continue inten
sive training throughout the year, and 
receive specialized technical training in 
diverse skills such as communications, 
photography, weapons and explosives, 
medical aid, escape and evasion and 
survival in hostile territory. Adept in 
free-fall parachuting, jumping from high 
altitude they can cover several miles be
fore making a precision landing using 
GPS guidance. ~ 

Photojournalist Richard Lucas is a fre
quent contributor to SOE 
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Correspondent at work in Camp Fal/ujah, Iraq: Spartan conditions, but the medical care for our wounded was "world class. " 

Army Anesthesiologist Treats Marines at Navy Installation in Desert 
Story and Photos by Col. .Jarnes A. Uhl, USA 

I served as an individual augmentee to the Navy Surgical 
Company at Camp Fallujah in support of 1st & 5th Regi
ments of 1st Marine Division. Since I was the only Anesthesi
ologist in Fallujah (the Navy Anesthesiologist got injured and 
MedEvac'd out of theater) and they needed someone in a big 
hurry, I volunteered. I was "locked down" on Camp Fallujah 
by the Navy - no opportunity to ever get outside the wire 
except when I deployed and redeployed. My impressions 
mostly have to do with 
medical care of wounded 
Marines and a small num
ber of Army/Navy per
sonnel, and my absolute 
respect for Marine Corps 
leadership and esprit de 
corps. 

and privilege of taking care of those amazing young Marines 
made the Navy BS sufferable. I bonded with the Marines right 
off and from then on things got much better. I got to the range 
with Marine EOD, and fired up some captured ammo. I got 
invited for a tank ride but couldn't ever coordinate with the 
armor guys for a time when they or I were not "busy." 

I met Lt.Gen. Conway, CG lMEF, on a personal basis a 
couple of times ... a very impressive leader! Yelled "HOOAH" 

in the mess hall when I 
saw him on CNN after 
his change of command 
"telling it like it is" about 
pulling out of Fallujah in 
April just hours before 
takedown mission was 
accomplished. 

Probably not too much 
I could say that would 
be original. Surprisingly 
(since I was there pulling 
their chestnuts out of the 
fire) the Navy treated me 
very poorly while I was 
deployed there: Admin 
weenies jerked me around 
a lot. However, the honor Hmmm, you think a fellow who first enlisted as an £1 more than 40 years ago and has 

more than 20 years active would be a good re-up prospect? 

The medical care our 
wounded troops receive is 
really world class. All the 
(Navy) medical personnel 
I worked with were excel
lent and totally dedicated 
to the mission: That's 
borne out by the low per
centage of wounded who 
are dying in this conflict, 
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New DVD puts you front row and center stage at a new 
2 112-day Target-Focus Training workshop ... 

''How To Survive The Most Critical 5 
Seconds Of Your Life'' 

"For me, a veteran o(the martial arts and a medical professional [I'arget-Focus Training] 
was just as spectacular. I heard explanations that would befit a trauma specialist and 
learned principles that most martial arts masters save for their advanced black belts. 
Without cloaking techniques in mysticism, without diluting the realities of combat in a 
sportingforma.t and without sacrificing safetyfor realism, Larkin and his men delivered an 
uncompromising course on the intelligent and responsible us o( violence." 

Mark Cheng, L.Ac. 
Columnist & Contributing Editor, Black Belt Magazine 

Director/Sifu: Chung Hua Institute, Los Angeles, CA 

I magine yourself face to face with: 
• 3 hoodlwns circling your car, 
• A 6-inch blade of steel pressed against 

your throat, 
• A gun barrel to your head, or 
• 2 guys who've just broken into your 

home ... 
If you can ' t handle any of these 

situations ... 
- Without freezing , 
- Without needing to "get ready," 
- Without mentally sorting through your 

prior training to pick out the one thing you 

to gain a rare inside look at a live Target
Focus Training workshop and see exactly 
how the the # I self-defense system in the 
world gives you the tools to handle this type 
of violence ... regardJess of your size, speed, 
strength, athletic ability or conditioning. 

What makes TFT different from all other 
"me too" programs is the fact it's the onlv 
program ever modeled on asocial criminal 
behavior the kind of violence you must know 
how to handle if you're ever faced with it. 

TFT won' t have you practicing l OO 's of 

FREE DVD Reveals 
Kick-Ass Fighting Secrets 
Look, I know this is hard to believe. And 

it doesn ' t help much that it 's even more 
difficult to explain here in words. That's why 
the best thing is to SEE it for vourself. 

Until now, that meant attending a TFT 
live seminar or ordering a full video series. 
But this new DVD, "TFT Workshop- -A 
Primer" changes that. Now this single disk 
lets you prove to yourself why everything 
you've just read is true. 

must do in each ~-------------------------------

spe.~~~d s~:ui~t~~ln~ithin "Violence Is Rarely The Answer. 
And the best part is ... 

the DVD is FREE. You 
risk nothing except a 
small shipping & 
hand! ing fee . 

5 seconds, then... But When It Is... Ifs The Only Answer." 
You Could Easily 

Look, I'm not asking Wind Up Tim Larkin, creator, Target-Focus Training 
you to beLieve anything 

at th.is time. All I want you to do right now is 
withhold your judgment until you get your 
hands on this new video. 

As Toast! 
That 's because 5 seconds is abo ut all 

you've got. It's how long a 'real ' fight lasts. 
lf you haven't taken out some thug by then, 
the odds go dramatically against you. 

Right now, I'm betting you've got a pretty 
good gut feel as to whether your current 
training would instantly kick in and bail you 
out of a violent con:fronation ... or leave you 
hesitating and unsure. Understand ... there's 
no room for eJTor. 

If you're confident... then tum the page. 
If not, you now have a unique opportunity 

TFTMaster Instructors demonstrate simple yet effective move
ments under the watchful eye of system creator, Tim Larkin. 

different memorized techniques. Face it, 
you 're smart enough to know that since 
vio lence is random you can't begin to 
practice for everything that ' might' possibly 
happen to you. That's why this system is 
based on a handful of easily mastered 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES that you 
instantly apply to .1!.!J.Y type of violent assault. 

Does all this seems a bit too simple? Well, 
in a way, it is. It's the secret to why TFTworks 
for you ... regardless of your background or 
ability. 

A universal system that works for everyone. Here a blind 
student practices against a multi-person attack with a Span

'-----..._...;;.;.:;;.:;..,,;;,;...""""----' ish participant and a businessman from Hong Kong. 

One last thing: since this is only a test to 
see if the DVD really helps explain the TFT 
system, just 450 were created. That's all. By 
the time you read this, some of those are 
already gone. To get yo ur copy go to 
www.sofreedvd.com or call 
888-234-2192. Or just fill out the coupon 
below and mail it today. If the 450 are gone, 
you'll be notified and put on a waiting list. 
So grab your copy now. 

·------------------10 Yes, send my FREE Target-Focus Trai11i11g 
1 seminar DVD and Special Rep01t. I pay only 
1 $4.97 for S&H. 
1Name: 
I -------------
1 Address: ____________ _ 
•City: _____________ _ 
1State: Zip: 
I ------
1Country:. ____________ _ 
1Phone: ____________ _ 

:g 1Email :. _ ____________ _ 
Ile I 
~ 10 Money Order (drawn on US bank) 
~ 10 VISA 0 Mastercard 0 AMEX 0 Discover1 
8 
f 'Card No: 
~ 1E . ---S-.---------
!l I xpu:___ ignature: ______ _ 

! 1Mail to: TFT Group, 325 E Washington St, 
~ I #207, Sequim, WA 98382 USA 
e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



down to around 10% compared to up
wards of 20% in Desert Storm and Viet
nam, and many of the wounds we saw 
were horrific. The medical care and the 
MedEvac system are awesome! 

However, the constant bombardment 
by CNN and even Fox News with nega
tive images of Iraqi events and politics 
definitely is having a negative effect on 
our troops, especially the young trig
ger pullers and cannon cockers. Senior 
(Marine Corps) officers do a great job 
of providing positive leadership to their 
troops but it is difficult to counter the 
absolutely constant flow of depressing 
anti-war, anti-American crap coming off 
the big screen TVs in the mess halls. 

I have more than 20 years active duty 
and crossed the 40th anniversary of my 
first enlistment as an EI in August 2004, 
while I was in Fallujah. At 58 years old, 
I am not worried about offending the 
politically correct. If there is anything I 
could do to lift my brothers and sisters 
still in Iraq or to strengthen opposition 
to those who are dismantling our Bill of 
Rights and our Nation, it would be my 
pleasure. ~ 

Col.James R. Uhl is the Staff Anesthe
siologist at Bremerton Naval Hospital. 

Col. Ulh (in Army desert tri-color) with his Leatherneck buds in Marine desert cammies in front of 
Bravo Surgical Company. 
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CAMP BAHARIA, Iraq - Atrophy is defined as "a 
wasting away, deterioration, or diminution of something 
due to lack of use." It's a condition Marines in Iraq won't 
experience. 

lance Cpl. Brian M. Cloonan, who by trade is a des
ignated marksmen, finds himself deployed to Fallujah 
to provide security for military convoys. 

"As designated marksmen, our mission (normally) is 

to support security operations," explained the 20-year
old member of 2nd Fleet Anti-Terrorism Security Team 
Company, Marine Corps Security Force Battalion. "If 
our platoon were to make a hit on a building, we'd be 
off someplace making sure nobody gets in or out who's 
not supposed to." 

The Chino Hills, Calif. native, further added that 
FAST Marines act as an anti-terrorism quick reaction 
force, and are among the first troops to respond to cer
tain international crises. 

Marines from 2nd FAST Company were some of the 
first boots on the ground during Operation Secure To
morrow, when a task force of Chilean, French, Canadian 
and American troops helped bring about security and 
stability to Haiti after former president jean-Bertrand 
Aristide was ousted Feb. 29. 

"It was a platoon from our company that went down 
to Haiti and secured the embassy," Cloonan explained. 

However, due to the current nature of operations in 
Iraq, he and fellow designated marksmen are accom
plishing missions different from their usual designated 
marksman tasks. 

"Here, we're doing a lot of convoy security," the 2003 
Ruben S. Ayala High School graduate explained. "Right 
now, we're attached to (Marine Expeditionary Force 
Headquarters Group). We're all just going out on con
voys as drivers, gunners ... basically whatever they need 
us to do." 

As they perform these new tasks, Cloonan's unit still 
maintains proficiency in their old ones. 

Members of 2nd FAST Company practiced firing 
their M-14 DMR sniper rifles and adjusting their sights 
aboard 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment's range. 

"We're getting a warm weather (battle sight) zero for 
our rifles," Cloonan stated. "last time we BZOed these 
weapons, it was 30 degrees outside." 

Marines BZO their weapons to ensure their rounds 
hit where they aim. Differences in breathing patterns, 
eyesight, and climate affect how the rounds impact the 
target, so troops fire several shot groups and observe 
where the rounds impact after each string of fire . 

According to Cloonan, a round strikes lower on a tar
get during cold weather firing. 

This range also allowed the FAST Marines a chance 
to re-familiarize themselves with their rifles to maintain 
their marksmanship skills. 

Operational requirements could change at a moment's 
notice in the ever-changing world of insurgent warfare, 
so Marines like Cloonan must keep their skills sharp
ened to razor-edge perfection. ~ 



Deadliest Day of The Iraqi war for the U.S. Military 
On 26 January this year, the U.S. military suffered the 

highest number of combat losses in Iraq since the beginning 
of the war. 

Thirty Marines and a sailor died in a CH-53E Super Stal
lion helicopter crash near Rutbah in the Al Anbar Province, 
220 miles west of Baghdad, while conducting security and 
stabilization operations, according to the U.S. Navy. The 100 
ft . long cargo and troop carrier, the Marine's heavy lift trans
port helicopter, crashed in severe weather conditions. 

"It's (a sandstorm) just like running into an ambush, ex
cept this ambush is from Mother Nature. And Mother Nature 
does not discriminate whether you're in Iraq or you're in Ari
zona," retired Marine pilot Fred McCorkle told the Honolulu 
Advertiser. "If one of these sandstorms comes up just all of a 
sudden, there's nothing you can do about it. " 

Thar same day, six other troopers died in combat, bring
ing the death toll to 37, making it the bloodiest for the U.S. 
military since an explosion ripped through a gun turret on 
the Battleship Iowa in the Caribbean in April 1989, killing 
4 7 sailors, AP reports. 

flags fly at Half Mast over Hawaii 

0 
0 

"I have the clippings about the crash last January. It was a 
devastating blow to our platoon. We lost 26 members of our 
platoon the day that the chopper crashed in the sandstorm 
that killed 31 Marines," said Corporal Travis , of the platoon 
assigned to Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regi

ment. 
"I knew a lot of those guys that died in the he

licopter crash. We lost so many members of our 
platoon in one day in that helicopter crash in Iraq," 
CoFporal Brad, stationed at the Marine Corps Base 
Hawaii at Kaneohe Bay, remembered his fallen com
rades. Note: in last month's issue, we covered the 
role of Corporals Travis and Brad's platoon in the 
November 2004 Battle of Fallujah. 

The death of the Kaneohe Marines and a Pearl 
Harbor sailor killed in the crash was the deadliest 
day for Hawaii since WWII, according to the Hawai
ian Star Bulletin. 

Fatal November 
More than 36 helicopters crashed from the be

ginning of the Iraqi war until 1 May of this year, 
according to AP. l was able to <wnfirm that those 
figures were accurate approximates through govern
ment sources. Several crashes have been rep·orted 
since. Most were dowrn~d by enemy fire. 

Over 3,000 helicopters were lost during the Vietnam conflict. Here, publisher Brown 
rides astride a "Loach" or "Cayuse" prior to a recon when he was S-2, 2/18th, 3rd Bde, 
/st Oiv, 1969, Vietnam. 

The first weeks of November 2003 proved to be 
the deadliest for the U.S. military since the begin-
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Al Asad, Iraq (Nov. 5, 2004) -A CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter, assigned to the "Sea Horses" of Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron Two Six Five (HMM-265)'. 
flies near the Iraqi/Syrian Border. The CH-53E transported Marines assigned to the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) to conduct a site survey of an Iraqi 
National Guard border fort. U.S. Marine Corps photo /Jy Cpl. Christopher R. Rye 

ning of the Iraqi invasion: 39 U.S. military persom1el died in 
three helicopters shot down by Iraqi insurgents. 

On 3 November 2003 16 U.S. soldiers died and 20 were 
wounded when insurgents hit the Chinook CH-4 7 with a 
Russian made SA-7 shoulder-fired missile. The troops were 
being transported to the airport for leave. 

A few days later, on 7 November, a Black Hawk was shot 
down near Tikrit. All six soldiers on board were killed. 

Then on 15 November, two Black Hawk helicopters col
lided in Mosul, Iraq, when one was hit by a rocket-propelled
grenade (RPG) . Seventeen members of the lOlst Airborne 
Division (Air Assault) were killed. One of the helicopters was 
transporting a quick reaction force and the other helicopter 
was on a transport mission. 

Helos disappear in the Valleys of Afghanistan 
As of 1 July 2005, 214 U.S. military personnel had died in 

Afghanistan from all causes. According to the Department of 
Defense archives , approximately one fourth of those died in 
helicopter downings. 

The two calamities with the largest number of fatalities 
follow. 

On 6 April 2005 , an Army CH-47 Chinook helicopter con
ducting a re-supply and transport mission in southern Af
ghanistan crashed near a brick factory during a severe wind 
storm. The 18 crewrnembers and passengers , including one 
marine and three employees of Halliburton civilian contract-

ing company, died. 
A MH-4 7 Chinook helicopter was shot down by an enemy

fired rocket-propelled grenade on 28 June. None of the 16 ser
vicemen that were being transported over the mountainous 
terrain near Asadabad, Afghanistan as part of Operation Red 
Wing in Kunar province survived. (See account on p.45) 

Helos - lethal But Vital 
The high incidence of choppers down and the number of 

service personnel that have died in a single catastrophe has 
always made their use controversial. 

ln addition to the devastating crash of 26 January and the 
rash of enemy-downed helicopters in November 2003 in Iraq, 
a previous incident that occurred four days into the invasion 

Iraq, triggered an outbmst of condemnation. 
Major Robert M. Cassidy describes the disaster and result

ing uproar concerning the use of helicopters en mass in the 
march to Baghdad in the Military Review in 2001. 

"The most glaring and disquieting Iraqi employment of 
asymmetric techniques occurred during the approach to 
Baghdad on 23 March 2003. Highly dispersed small Iraqi 
units set ambushes , using a cell phone and observer network 
in the cities south of Baghdad. These ambushes damaged a 
number of AH-64s that were conducting a corps-level, deep
shaping attack against Republican Guard divisions surround
ing Baghdad. 

"The Iraqi enemy never presented a massed target for AH-
64 attacks and quickly dispersed into the cities rather than 
remain in conventional and predictable defensive battle posi
tions. During this Iraqi ambush, small-arms and antiaircraft 

N O V E IV1B E R 2oos ~ SOLDIER o F F ORTUNE • www-sofmag_com • SUPPORT BUR TRBBPS! 41 



(left) Lance Cpl. Ryan L. Dyck, small arms repair specialist from La Crosse, WI (center) Pfc. Joey W Schuetz, ground safety manager from Salem, NE (right) Sgt. 
Ernesto Gonzalez Jr., ammunition technician from San Diego, CA. These Marines were part of a small security contingient guarding a CH-46E Sea Knight with 
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 764, MAG-16, and the crash site investigation team passengers. The team was investigating the cause of the recent crash of 
a CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter from Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 166 (reinforced), 11th Marine Expeditionary Force. U.S. Marine Corps photos (left 
& center by Sgt. Nathan K. Laforte, right by Cpl. Christopher R. Rye) 

fire damaged more than 90 percent of 
a U.S. regiment's helicopters, and one 
helicopter crew was captured. The dam
age to one attack helicopter battalion's 
aircraft was so severe that the battalion 
did not see any major action for the rest 
of the war. 

"Not long after the fall of Baghdad, 
and before coalition forces had finished 
subduing a host of NCF in northern 
Iraq, the media began to report that the 
days of the Apache Longbow were num
bered. These negative media comments 
echoed the death knell of deep-attack 

shaping operations and postulated that 
the Apache was obsolescent. This opin
ion seemed to be based on one highly 
visible but unsuccessful large-scale deep 
attack. Actually, the Apache had proven 
its worth and effectiveness during the 
first Persian Gulf War and the war in 
Afghanistan. Hoping to gain an advan
tage in the zero-sum defense appropria
tions game, self-proclaimed attack heli
copter and air-power experts said it was 
time to eliminate the Apache and sup
plant its ground support role with the 
U.S . Air Force's A-10 Warthog. Others 

argued that the Apache was designed 
for a deep-attack role in the context of 
a conventional war between organized, 
combined-arms formations. Therefore, 
adversaries who embraced asymmetric 
approaches saw the Apache as a dino
saur, just another Cold War relic. 

"The armchair experts were wrong. 
After 23 March 2003, Army attack 
aviation adapted tactics to counter 
the asymmetric threat. With close air 
support (CAS) A-10 attacks, Apache 
helicopters conducted effective armed 
reconnaissance and close shaping mis-

The UH-60 Black Hawk is a utility tactical transport helicopter that re
places the UH-1 "Huey". The versatile Black Hawk has enhanced the 
overall mobility of The Army, due to dramatic improvements in troop 
capacity and cargo lift capability, and will serve as The Army's utility 
helicopter in the Objective Force. On the asymmetric battlefield , it 
provides the commander the agility to get to the fight quicker and to 
mass effects throughout the battlespace across the full spectrum of 
conflict. An entire 11-person, fully-equipped infantry squad can be 
lifted in a single Black Hawk, transported faster than in predecessor 
systems, in most weather conditions. The Black Hawk can reposition 
a 105 mm Howitzer, its crew of six, and lift up to 30 rounds of ammu
nition in a single lift. The aircraft's critical components and systems 
are armored or redundant, and its airframe is designed to progres
sively crush on impact to protect the crew and passengers. 

Introduction 

Crew: 

Max gross weight: 

Cruise speed: 

Endurance: 

Max range: 

External load: 

Internal load: 

Armament: 

UH-60A 
1979 

UH-60L 

4 (2 pilots; 2 crew chiefs) 

20,250 lbs 22,000 lbs, 

139 kt 

2.3 hrs 

320 nm 

80001bs 

150 kt 

2.1 hrs 

306 nm 

90001bs 

2640 lbs (or 11 combat-equipped troops) 

Two 7.62mm machine guns 

DoD photo by Staff Sgt. Vernell Hall. U.S. Army 

A single engine, four-bladed helicopter with advanced visionics, 
navigation, communication, and weapons and cockpit integration 
systems. The mast-mounted sight (MMS) houses a thermal imag
ing system, low-light television , laser rangefinder/designator, and 
an optical boresight system. These systems enable the Kiowa 
Warrior to operate by day and night and allow target acquisition 
and engagement at stand-off ranges and in adverse weather con
ditions. The Kiowa Warrior's highly accurate navigation system 
provides precise target location that can be sent digitally to other 
aircraft or artillery via its advanced digital communications system. 
Battlefield imagery can be transmitted to provide near-real-time 
situational awareness to command and control elements. The La
ser Designator can provide autonomous designation for the Laser 
HELLFIRE or remote designation for other laser-guided precision 
weapons. 

Introduction: 1991 

Crew: 2 

Max gross weight: 5,500 lbs (armed) 

Max cruise speed: 128 mph 

Empty weight: 3,289 lbs 

Height: 12 ft, 10.6 in 

Width: 6 ft, 5.4 in 

Length: 

Rotor diameter: 

Range: 

Ceiling: 

33 ft, 4 in 

35 ft 

299 miles (sea 
level , no weapons, 
10% reserve) 

19,000 ft 

Photo: www.armymi/ 

Armament: Air-to-air Stinger (ATAS) (2 round launcher); 
.50 caliber machine gun (500 rounds); HYDRA 
70 (2.75 in) rockets (7-shot pod); HELLFIRE 
missiles (2-round launcher) 
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sions that were integrated with ground 
maneuver to defeat Republican Guard 
divisions surrounding Baghdad. After 
Iraq's organized formations dissolved, 
Iraqi Ba'ath party guerrillas confronted 
effective and lethal small AH-64 armed 
weapons teams integrated with ground 
scouts and unmanned aerial vehicle 
(UAV) sensors ," Cassidy wrote. 

A Chopper Jock Assesses the Helo 
"The helicopter is an indispensable 

tool for the military," Lt. Col. Scott 
Blaney (Ret.) said in an interview. "It is 
absolutely the one and only method of 
moving troops around rapidly in today's 
asymmetric battle space. It has the ad
vantage of surprise, mobility, and shock 
effect that allows for ground to air coor
dination and support. 

"The Black Hawk helicopter is es
sential for medivacing the wounded 
(thousands of lives have been saved by 
Medivac crews in Iraq and Afghanistan) 
and escorting VIPs. The U.S. helicopters 
and crews have a night capability that 
gives American troops the advantage 
over most of the world's armed forces," 
Lt. Col. Blaney said. 

~&TI>&©XW 
Il@~@n©W 
The AH-64 

Apache is The ~====-·~ Army's heavy ii' 
division/corps 
attack helicop
ter. The AH-
640 Longbow 
remanufacture 
effort incor-

porates a mil- Photo: www.army.mil 
limeter wave 
fire control radar (FCR), radar frequency 
interferometer (RFI), fire-and-forget ra
dar-guided HELLFIRE missile and cockpit 
management and digitization enhance
ments. The combination of the FCR, RFI , 
and the advanced navigation and avionics 
suite of the aircraft provide increased situ
ational awareness, lethality and survivabil
ity. 

Introduction: 

Crew: 

Max Gross Weight: 

1984 

2 (pilot and co-pilot 
gunner) 

16,600 lbs 

Combat mission speed: 167 mph 

Combat range: 

Combat endurance: 

Length: 

Armament: 

300 miles 

2.5 hours 

49 ft 5 in 

HELLFIRE mis
siles, 2.75" rockets 
and 30mm chain 
gun 

Lt. Col. Blaney speaks from his ex
tensive combat experience. He flew OH-
58A Scout helicopters in Vietnam, and 
UH-60s and AH-64s in Desert Storm. 
He is qualified to fly the UH-ls , OH-
58s, OH-6s, AH-ls, Apaches and Black 
Hawks. 

"But the helo is fallible , vulnerable 
to enemy fire , and is subject to me
chanical failure, especially in the harsh 
desert and high altitude environments. 
Good maintenance is the key to success 
in these harsh environments ," he said. 

I asked him about the 26 January he
licopter crash in the sandstorm. 

Pilots constantly assess their envi
ronment which primarily consists of 
crew, machine, enemy, and weather. If 
the weather turns bad and pilot elects 
to continue in adverse weather relying 
on visual cues instead of flight instru
ments then he is running the risk of hit
ting something like man-made objects 
or the ground. Scud-running is danger
ous business but sometimes it is neces
sary. It always boils down to pilot error 
when there is a controlled flight into 
ground (CFIG). The sandstorm was a 
major contributing factor. " 

The CH-530 was ordered in the early 1960s 
to satisfy a Marine Corps requirement for a 
heavy lift helicopter. It has since been re
placed in the heavy lift mission by the CH-
53E Super Stallion. All Marine Corps CH-530 
helicopters are currently assigned to Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii , Kaneohe Bay. The CH-
530, along with the CH-46E, is slated for 
replacement by the MV-22 Osprey. 

Introduction: 

Crew: 

Weight: 

Speed: 

Length: 

Height: 

Range: 

Ceiling: 

Load: 

Armament: 

Photo: www. navy.mil 

1966 

Two pilots, one aircrewman 

21 tons (max gross) 

184 mph 

Fuselage: 67.5 ft 

Rotors turning: 88 ft 3 in 

24 feet 11 inches 

578 nautical miles; 886 nauti
cal miles ferry range 

12,450 feet 

37 troops or 24 litter patients 
plus four attendants or 8,000 
pounds cargo 

None 

Army Maj. Ladda "Tammy" Duckworth of the Il
linois Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 106th 
Aviation Regiment, narrates the "Salute to Fallen 
Asian Pacific Islander Heroes." during the Defense 
Department's Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month luncheon and military awards ceremony in 
Arlington, Va., 2 June. An Army Black Hawk heli
copter pilot, Duckworth suffered the loss of both 
legs when a rocket-propelled grenade penetrated 
her helicopter beneath her feet and exploded at her 
knees in Iraq. Photo by Rudi Williams 

The H-46 "Sea Knight" helicopter is one 
of the largest helicopters in the US Navy 
inventory. This venerable aircraft's primary 
mission areas in the Navy (as the H-460) 
include Combat Logistics Support and Ver
tical Replenishment (VERTREP), Search 
and Rescue, and Special Operations. As a 
Marine Corps platform, the H-46E is used 
primarily during cargo and troop transport. 

Introduction: 1987 

Crew: 4: pilot, copilot, crew chief and 
mechanic 

Weight: 24,300 lbs (max gross) 

Speed: 166.75 mph 

Thrust: 1,770 horsepower 

Length: 84 ft 4 in (with rotors spread) 

Height: 16ft8in 

Range: 132 nautical miles for land 
assault missions 

Ceiling : 10,000 feet plus 

Payload: Combat: up to 22 troops and 
two aerial gunners 

Cargo: 5,000 pounds 

Photo: www.navy.mil 
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MH-47 RESCUE CHOPPER DOWN! 
This year has been 

the deadliest for the 
U.S. military in Af
ghanistan since the be
ginning of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 
A total of 34 military 
personnel were killed 
in two separate heli
copter crashes, making 
6 7 the total number of 
deaths as of mid Au
gust this year. 221 U.S. 
military personnel 
have died since 2001 
in Afghanistan. 

Stalkers SpecOps air 
wing) agreed to fly the 
mission. The Night 
Stalkers specialize in 
high-risk insertion and 
extraction at night. 

"It was not night fall 
yet and the command 
hesitated because 
sending the special op
eration birds into the 
area in the light was 
very risky. The Gener
als watched a screen 
that was giving a live 
feed of the fire fight. " 

The first accident in 
April of this year was 
attributed to a sand 
storm: 18 servicemen 
conducting a re-supply 

"Time Was 
Running out" 

"The SEALs were 

Soldiers of the 10th Mountain Division's 1st Battalion, 87th Infantry Regiment, board CH-47 Chi
nook helicopters on the Orgun-E Fire Base in Afghanistan. The soldiers were heading back to their 
home base of Fort Drum, N. Y, at the end of a nine-month deployment in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. The same helicopters brought in replacement soldiers of the 25th Infantry 
Division, deployed from Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. This photo appeared on www.army.mil 

surrounded with no 
way to escape and a weather front was moving in . Time for 
the trapped SEALS was running out. 

and transport mission went down near a brick factory in their 
MH-4 7 Chinook helicopter. There were no survivors. 

The second deadly crash was no accident. It is a tale of 
courage, loyalty, heroism and enormous tragedy. 

The following story is pulled together from various SOF 
sources and from DOD archives. It is by no means complete 
and it is rough, but it attempts to maintain the originality of 
the U.S. servicemen's words as they 

"Two Chinook helicopters , large aircraft that could fly 
as fast as 170 knots were deployed. The aircraft entered the 
mountains flying at 50 feet above the ground with 16 men 
aboard. All four SEALs were still alive and fighting an unbe
lievable battle. As the lead bird approached the landing zone 

they started to slow down to an air 
speed of below 100 Knots. paid tribute to those who died trying 

to save their brothers. 
On 28 June, a four man SEAL re

connaissance team was hunting Tal
iban operatives and assessing routes 
that terrorists use to infiltrate from 
Pakistan. 

"The targeting information would 
be used to direct U.S. and Afghan 
forces to interdict and destroy those 
enemy forces: 25-50 insurgents spot
ted the SEALs and opened fire with 
Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) , 
mortars and small arms," according 
to one serviceman who had served in 
Afghanistan. 

"The Taliban who are still alive 
and fighting in Afghanistan are very 
good combatants," he wrote. "Unlike 

'We as American soldiers 
cannot leave our people on 
the battlefield. Everv Air
man, Marine, Sailor, Coast 
Guardsmen and Soldier has 
to know that when vou go 
down range and things go 
wrong, keep fighting and 
help will come," a grieving 
soldier said. 

"Another group of Taliban, not 
engaged in the initial firefight but in 
the area saw the aircraft and open 
fire with small arms and RPG's. An 
RPG hit the lead aircraft, but the 
aviator kept the bird in the air. 

"They were in the mountains; 
therefore there was no clear place 
to land . He flew for about a mile 
and saw a ledge that he could try to 
put the bird down on. The MH-4 7 
landed on the ledge hard. The hard 
landing and the palpitations of the 
rotors were too much for the small 
landing zone and weak ground. The 
aircraft rolled off of the ledge on to 
its side and down the mountain into 
the valley below. 

Iraq Arabs, they are not suicidal and they use good small unit 
tactics." 

"The team set up a 360 degree defense and called in Hor
net Nest [troops in contact] for backup to their operational 
base. The command and control headquarters for U.S. Forces 
in Afghanistan moved a Predator unmanned drone over the 
battle location. The predator located the SEALs by their loca
tor beacon and the inferred camera system of the drone. 

"The headquarters could see that the TEAM was encircled 
by bad guys and that the enemy was too close to the SEALs 
to use Air Force close air support. A weather front was rap
idly coming into the area and the SEAL Commander asked 
permission to launch his quick reaction force to go rescue 
his men. The commander of the Task Force 160th (the Night 

"The U.S. military has recovered the bodies of the aircrew 
and passengers aboard a MH-4 7 Chinook helicopter that was 
reported shot down by insurgents in eastern Afghanistan 28 
28 June," the Defense Department announced. 

"We have recovered all 16 bodies of those servicemen who 
were onboard," Marine Lt. Gen. James Conway, the Joint 
Staff's operations director said. DOD officials confirmed that 
the aircraft was downed by enemy fire. 

"Witnesses reported that an enemy-fired rocket-propelled 
grenade had struck the helicopter," Conway said. 

They fought fiercely to the f nd 
"The other aircraft could not land in the hot landing zone 

Continued on page 81 
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"Familiarity with your aircraft and 
knowing its limitations is essential. You 
need to be able to plan and you cannot 
overtax your aircraft. In Afghanistan, 
the terrain presents enormous physi
cal limitations for travel by vehicle. But 
the air in the mountains is thin and as 
the helicopters might have to fly up to 
14 ,000 feet, the crews of the various he
licopters need to know where they can 
and can't go. The pilot has to stay inside 
of the performance envelope. You can't 
repeal the laws of physics," Lt. Col. 
Blaney said. 

"But pilots get in situations where 
they are forced to pick the lesser of two 

The AH-1 W provides close-in fire support, 
fire-support coordination, and assault-fire 
suppression to the landing force during 
amphibious assaults and subsequent op
erations ashore. The aircraft is equipped 
with a 20mm M197 gun in a nose turret 
and can carry 2.75" and 5.0" rockets, 
Hellfire and TOW anti-armor missiles, 
Sidewinder air-to-air missiles, and Side
arm anti-radiation missiles. The Corps 
has fitted a Night Targeting System into all 
of its Super Cobras. That system entails 
a FLIR, low-light TV, Laser Designator/ 
Range Finder, and an autotrack system 
installed in the existing M-65 TOW missile 
sighting system. 

Fuselage Length: 

Overall Length: 

Height: 

45 feet, 5 inches. 

58 feet. 

13 feet, 7 inches. 

Max Gross Weight: 14,750 pounds. 

Speed: 190 knots. 

Range: 

Crew: 

256 nautical miles. 

one pilot, one copiloU 
gunner. 

Photo: wwv1.military.com 

(left) Hawaiian Governor Linda Lingle speaks at a memorial service at the Hawaii State Capitol, 
March 7, 2005. The service was held to honor the 27 Marines and one sailor from 1st Battalion, 
3rd Marine Regiment who died in a helicopter crash near Ar Rutbah, Iraq, 26 Jan. 2005. U.S. 
Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Bernadette L. Ainsworth 

evils. The mission dictates they 
need to get there in a hurry. 
The mission can be fatal if they 
go into the landing zones that 
have not been carefully scout
ed .. The recon is essential and 
there are numerous means to 
conduct it, such as the use of 
scout ships, UAV's, satellite or 

other joint assets such as AC-130 gun
ship if available. 

"Take Shahikot Valley, Afghanistan, 
for example, where the Taliban had 
worked for years. They knew the ter
rain and all the possible landing zones. 
They had prepared positions to provide 
devastating .51 caliber and mortar fire 
into the suitable Landing Zones. They 
went to school on the Russians in the 
1980s. In that area the Taliban knew 
every rock, nook and cranny. The pilots 
should expect that every Landing Zone 
is hot and be ready to execute alterna
tive plans," Lt. Col. Blaney said. 

The venerable twin-engine, tandem rotor 
Chinook helicopter has undergone nu
merous upgrades since the first CH-47A 
model was delivered to the Army for use 
in Vietnam. Beginning in 1982 and ending 
in 1994, all CH-47A, Band C models were 
upgraded to the CH-470 version, which re
mains the U.S. Army standard and features 
composite rotor blades, an improved elec
trical system, modularized hydraulics, triple 
cargo hooks, avionics and communication 
improvements, and more powerful engines 
that can handle a 19,500 lb load - nearly 
twice the Chinook's original lift capacity. An 
upgrade program exists to remanufacture 
300 of the current fleet of 425 CH-47D's to 
the CH-47F standard. The MH-47E is the 
Special Forces variant of the Chinook and 
will be remanufactured to the MH-47G. 

Introduction: 1962 

Minimum crew: 3 (pilot, co-pilot, and 
flight engineer) 

Max gross weight: 50,000 lbs 

Max speed: 184 mph 

Troop capacity: 36 (incl. crew) 

Litter capacity: 24 

Heins - A Potential Death Trap -
From Vietnam to Iraq 

The helicopter was used extensively 
in the jungles of Vietnam and was often 
the only alternative. 

"Over 3,000 helicopters were shot 
down in the Vietnam war. They were 
used for transportation for carrying 
troops and supplies, for medivacing 
casualties, as aerial artillery, to engage 
enemy troops, trucks and equipment 
and provide fire support for troops on 
the ground," Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, 
Publisher of SOF, who was with Special 
Forces and the First Division in Viet
nam in 1968 and 1969, said. 

"Wayne F Geer, Warrant Officer, who 
was in Viet Nam from 1965 to 1968 sur
vived at least 10 of those shoot downs," 
his brother, Galen Geer, longtime SOF 
contributor, outdoor editor, responsible 
for bringing the first AK-7 4 ammo from 
Afghanistan, said. 

"He was shot down three times be-

The V-22 Osprey is the first aircraft de
signed from the ground up to meet the 
needs of all four U.S. armed services. The 
aircraft can transport Marine Corps assault 
troops and cargo using its medium lift and 
vertical takeoff and landing capabilities. It 
meets U.S. Navy requirements for combat 
search and rescue, fleet logistics support, 
and special warfare support. 

The V-22 is a tiltrotor aircraft, taking off 
and landing like a helicopter, but, once air
borne, its engine nacelles can be rotated to 
convert the aircraft to a turboprop airplane 
capable of high-speed, high-altitude flight. 

It can carry 24 combat troops, or up to 
20,000 pounds of internal or external 
cargo, at twice the speed of a helicopter. 
It includes cross-coupled transmissions so 
either engine can power the rotors if one 
engine fails. 

The rotors can fold and the wing rotate so 
the aircraft can be stored aboard an aircraft 
carrier. 

~ 

Photo: www.navy.mil ~ 
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BULLETIN BOARD • Continued from page 13 

fellow prisoners. When the North Vietnamese planned to 
use Adm. Stockdale in a propaganda film, he grabbed a 
wooden stool, repeatedly smashing it into his face to dis
figure himself and prevent the enemy from using him as an 
unwilling tool to criticize his country. He paid a high price 
for his defiant act, serving two years in leg irons. When in
terrogators later threatened to torture his fellow prisoners 
if he did not cooperate, Adm. Stockdale -- left alone in the 
interrogation room - removed a picture of Ho Chi Minh 
from the wall, broke the glass and used the shards to slash 
his wrists. Passing out in his own blood, he preferred to 
take his life rather than subject his subordinates to ad
ditional torture. As his MOH citation states, his captors 
became 'convinced of his indomitable spirit. ' Torture of all 
POWs then abated. " 

Readers can go to http://www.washingtontimes.com/ 
commentary/20050730-102312-9149r.htm for a more 
detailed story. The Times also noted there is a movement 
to have Stockdale's legacy memorialized by having a fu
ture ship named in his honor. If you think this is a good 
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NRA Recognizes 
Soldier Of Fortune 
Magazine 

A t the April Annual Meeting 
of Members in Houston, NRA 
members present passed a 

resolution honoring Soldier Of Fortune 
magazine on that publication's 30th 
Anniversary. The members recognized 

SOFfor its support of: those fighting 
against terror; servicemen and -wom
en; Vietnam veterans; the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms; the election of pro-gun 
political leaders and defeat of anti-gun 
politicians; and originating the Three 
Gun Match shooting competition. 
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idea, as do we, contact: 
PEO Ships 
Building 197, Room 3W3990 
1333 Issac Hull Avenue, SE 
Washington Navy Yard 
Washington, DC 20376-2101 
(Attn: Ms. Alicia Aadnesen) 

The FAA Just Doing Their Job 
The following is credited to an email newsletter published 

by the British publication Airfinance Journal. W e will resist 
the compulsion to editorialize. What could any one possibly 
say? 

Before deploying from Savannah, Georgia to Iraq by 
chartered airliner, troops of the 48th Brigade Combat 
Team, a National Guard unit, had to go through the same 
security checks as any other passengers . Lt. Col. john 
King, CO of the 48th, told his 280 fellow soldiers that FAA 
anti-hijacking regulations require passengers to surrender 
pocket knives , nose hair scissors and cigarette lighters. 

"If you have any of those things ," he said , almost apolo
getically, "put them in this box now." The troops were, 
however, allowed to keep hold of their assault rifles , body 
armor, helmets, pistols, bayonets and combat shotguns. 

Don't laugh: They Save lives 
We recently read a letter from a Leatherneck's mom, 

recounting how her son's squad in Iraq received a CARE 
package intended for a female Marine. After the usual 
banter and barter, they made good use of such things as 
lotion and lip balm, and flew the size 20 ladies' drawers 
from their Hum Vee antenna. And, as appropriate for fe
male Marines, the CARE packages had tampons. Heading 
out for a mission, one of his buds needed Chap Stick and 
lotion for the trip, so he grabbed a bunch of items from 
his package as they took off, and as luck would have it 
he grabbed the tampons too. At first they were only good 
for the amusement of his buds, teasing him about "not 
forgetting his feminine hygiene products." 

But when they ran into an ambush and a fellow Marine 
was shot -- the wound was clean, but it was deep - they 
were unable to get the bleeding stopped. So they used 
one of the tampons, which staunched the bleeding until 
the troop got better medical attention. Later, the surgeon 
told them, "You guys saved bis life. If you hadn't stopped 
that bleeding he would have bled to death. " Now the 
men in the squad each carries one, and two are kept in 
the first aid kit. Those cotton pickin' Marines are pretty 
clever, huh? 

Bushnell® Buys Michael's® of Oregon 
Bushnell Performance Optics, a world leader in sports 

optics, announced it has entered into an agreement to ac
quire Michael's of Oregon, a leading manufacturer of out
door, hunting, and shooting accessories. "This should be a 
seamless transition and we do not expect any disruption to 

Continued on page 68 
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fore breakfast one Friday the 13th in 
either 1966 or 1967, as the story goes. 
They wanted him to fly a fourth mis
sion. He said, 'no , I think I'm done for 
the day." Galen said. 

"Wayne holds a Silver Star for valor, 
a Bronze Star for valor, and three Dis
tinguished Flying Crosses, among other 
flying awards. He flew one of the first 
combat missions of a Cobra in Vietnam. 
He became somewhat of a legend, infa
mous for some of the stunts he pulled, 
according to those I spoke that served 
with him," Galen added. 

Four new rules need to be adopted 
since helicopter assault tactics have 
remained almost unchanged since 
Vietnam, according to military strate
gist Carlton Meyer, of g2mil.com as of 
2001. 

We use his presentation as a spring
board for a discussion oflessons learned 
since Vietnam. 

first Rule: Perform foot 
Reconnaissance 

"The tactic of boldly landing in ene
my territory without ground reconnais
sance often proved deadly in Vietnam, 
where basic infantry weapons downed 
thousands of helicopters. Modern 
armies now have shoulder fired anti
aircraft missiles and guided anti-tank 
weaponry that can blast helicopters 
as they land. landings will prove di
sastrous if aerial reconnaissance fails 
to detect larger anti-aircraft systems," 
Meyer writes. · 

"Meyer is right about Vietnam. The
oretically that is good advice, but you 
don't have to do it on foot," Blaney said. 
"There are other means of reconnais
sance, including satellite, unmanned 
Ariel Vehicles , Scout Ships. The key is 
communications." 

Second Rule: Don't land at Night 
The 26 January crash that killed 31 

occurred at 0230. Other deadly night 
crashes, including one that killed 17 
soldiers when a ten-ton Chinook helo 
was shot down and burst into flames 16 

The Arabian Gulf (27 Mar. 2003) - A CH-53E Super Stallion rests on the flight deck of USS Kearsarge 
(LHD 5) after going through another sand storm. Kearsarge is deployed in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom the multi-national coalition effort to liberate the Iraqi people, eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass 
destructfon, and end the regime of Saddam Hussein. U.S. Navy photo by Photographer's Mate Airman 
Kenny Swartout 

November 2004 in Iraq. 
"Night operations are more difficult 

and dangerous. The idea of sending 
dozens of helicopters into an unknown 
landing Zone at night is foolish ... it is 
easy to locate and target helicopters in 
the night sky. The noise tells gunners 
where to look and the dark outline of 
helicopters stand out, even on a moon
less night. The fear caused by bright 
tracers, flares and explosions is ampli
fied at night , and even the most modern 
night vision goggles do not allow pilots 
to see small obstructions in the landing 
Zone," Meyer warns. 

Lt. Col. Blaney disagrees in some 
respects. 

"Today, we own the night skies." 
"We have spent billions of dollars on 

night vision technology for the crews 
and helicopters , including Apaches (AH-
64A) and longbow), Black Hawks (UH-
60s and MH-60s), Chinooks (CH-47s 
and MH-47s), and other helicopters. 

"We have trained ordinary line pi
lots and qualified them for night flying 
and target acquisition and highly quali
fied night vision device crews," he said. 
"There are times when even the best 
of crews and equipment fall victim to 
brown-out in the desert where the heli
copter is engulfed in a cloud of dust and 
sand and the pilots lose spatial orien
tation, get vertigo and loose control of 
their aircraft. It is the primary hazard 
of night landing in the desert, but our 
crews train for brown-outs and try their 
best to avoid the conditions that create 
the brown-outs ," Lt. Col. Blaney said. 

Third Rule: Don't Announce 
the landing Zone 

"Armies develop routines which are 
often announced. Unnecessary air and 
artillery strikes at possible enemy po
sitions alert nearby enemy units that 
a landing is in progress, and the rising 
smoke provides a target mark for enemy 
artillerymen to determine the location 
of the landing zone," Meyer writes . 

"That's right, but sometimes that's 
impossible," Lt. Col Blaney said. "In 
valleys, it is hard not to announce the 
landing Zone because the terrain and 
enemy may force you to fly as high as 
possible. Sometimes you might find the 
Taliban higher up on the mountain than 
a helo can fly because of the cargo load 
and thin air. The Taliban can look down 
from their hideouts and see the land
ing Zones and radio ahead to the am
bushers. Lots of Landing Zones are pre
registered. We often infiltrate specially 
trained troops to scout the landing zone 

Continued on page 51 
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AIR ASSAULT FIRST MISSION OF 
OPERATION VIGILANCE 
Operation Vigilance will also include humanitarian aid drops in 
several Afghan villages. 
By U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Bradley Rhen, Combined Task Force Thunder Public Affairs Office 

WARDAK PROVINCE, Afghanistan, 18 April 2005 - As 
the sun peeked over the mountains early on the morning of 
April 15, three CH-47 Chinook helicopters packed with U.S. 
and Afghan soldiers sped toward their target in Wardak prov
ince. 

When the helicopters landed, the soldiers raced out the 
back ramps. While the Afghan National Army soldiers formed 
a perimeter around the compound, U.S. soldiers from 3rd Bat
talion, 116th Infantry Regiment from the Virginia Army Na
tional Guard searched for three men suspected of having ties 
to the Taliban. 

The men were not home at the time, and thus evaded cap
ture. However, the soldiers were able to locate and confiscate 
some weapons, and 
they gained valuable 
intelligence during 
questioning of others. 

The air assault 
mission was the first 
mission of Operation 
Vigilance. The opera
tion was expected to 
last several days and 
included humanitarian 
aid drops in several vil
lages, said U.S. Army 
Lt. Col. Blake Oru1er, 
commander of 3rd Bat
talion, 116th Infantry 
Regiment. 

"The objective this 
morning was we were 
going after three tar
geted individuals that 
we were trying to kill 
or capture," Ormer 
said. "From here on 
out, we'll have some additional targeted operations, but also 
a lot of patrolling and other operations within Wardak to set 
conditions for the future." 

Due the large amount of snow this past winter and the bad 
road conditions, the mission was delayed several time, Ortner 
said. 

"This was essentially an operation we wanted to kick off 
to disrupt any of the spring attacks that may be going on up 
here," Ortner said. "We seem to have a larger threat up in 
Wardak than we do in other areas, so we wanted to kind of 
preempt some of that." 

The mission came nine days after a CH-4 7 Chinook helicop
ter crashed in Ghazni, killing all 18 people aboard. Many of 
the soldiers who took part in the Operation Vigilance mission 
are based at Forward Operating Base Ghazni , which is just a 
few miles from the crash site, and participated in the recovery 

effort of the crashed helicopter. 
U.S. Army Spc. Robert Mumaw, an M249 Squad Automatic 

Weapon gunner with Company B, 3rd Battalion, 116th Infan
try Regiment, said the crash weighed on many of the soldiers' 
minds. 

"We saw that first-hand, so that was probably the biggest 
worry, not going in and doing the actual mission," he said. 

Mumaw, a native of Woodstock, Va., said once he hit the 
ground, those worries disappeared and he was able to focus on 
the mission at hand. 

"The entry went well, it went quick," Mumaw said. "We 
put the females in one room, segregated the males, and had the 
female MP search the females." 

presence in the province is important. 

Munaw said they 
found 17 to 20 rocket
propelled grenades, 
about 200 rounds of 
7.62 mm ammunition, 
a few AK47s and a few 
grenades. Addition
ally, they found large 
amounts of cash on the 
women. 

Wardak province is 
located southwest of 
Afghanistan's capital, 
Kabul. Because of its 
proximity to the capi
tal along with the fact 
that Ring Road - Af
ghanistan's lone major 
highway that connects 
several of the country's 
biggest cities - passes 
through the eastern 
part of the province, 
Ortner said a Coaliton 

In the past, the Coalition has not had a significant presence 
in the province, Ortner said, but that's something he's working 
to change. 

"Our big intent was to get up here and really get a feel for 
the area," he said. "We wanted to get a lot of patrols out to a lot 
of villages and try to build confidence in the people." 

For Mumaw and his fellow infantrymen, the operation was 
a chance to get their boots muddy. 

Coming into the deployment last year, many soldiers from 
the battalion didn't really know what to expect coming here. 
Some of them have found themselves pulling guard duty in 
towers at Bagram Airfield. 

"Infantry just ain't used to getting stuck in towers," he said. 
"This is what we're supposed to do." ~ 
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CHOPPERS IN TODAY'S WARS •Continued from page 48 

and eliminate the enemy before the air
craft use the landing zone. 

"Remember the most recent incident 

available in the Landing Zone/objec
tive to protect the air assault aircraft. 
He recommends that each air-ground 

mission have three in Afghanistan?" he 
asked. 

"In that incident, 
the helicopter that 
was transporting re
lief forces as part of 
the Operation Red 
Wing, an operation 
in Kunar Province 
had to fly high into 
the mountains.," he 
said. "Four SEALS 
got pinned down. 
Taliban militants 
hiding out and op
erating in the region 

"He was shot down 
three times before 
breakfast ... Thev 
wanted him to llV a 
fourth mission. He 
said, 'no, I think I'm 
done for the dav." 

main components 
when available, the 
scout element, the 
attack/close air sup
port element and 
the assault element. 
All three elements 
are essential. But 
the most critical 
aspect of any air
ground operations 
is the intelligence 
preparation of the 
battle space. 

were expecting relief forces to rescue 
the SEALs. They knew the area and suc
cessfully ambushed the relief ship. 

"Regarding announcing the Landing 
Zones, The old Vietnam-era Hueys (UH-
1 and AH-lS) were awfully noisy be
cause of their two bladed systems and 
square cut rotor blade tips. The current 
crop of U.S. Army aircraft have four 
blades and the tip vortexes are greatly 
reduced by the swept rotor blade tips 
and are now much quieter." 

Fourth Rule: land With 
Small Armored Vehicles 

"During the Vietnam war, the U.S. 
military suffered thousands of casualties 
as helicopter-landed infantrymen were 
pinned down by machine gun and rifle 
fire. The U.S. military has fielded large 
helicopters capable of carrying small ar
mored vehicles internally, but has never 
purchased them," Meyer writes. 

"The German military recognized 
this need several years ago and devel
oped the armored "Weisel" which car
ries a machine gun and TOW anti-tank 
system or 120mm mortar. Two Weisels 
can be carried inside Germany's old 
CH53D helicopters to provide instant 
heavy firepower in support of landings. 

"Heavy lift helicopters can sling 
load various armored vehicles but the 
drag limits the helicopter to a slow and 
steady 50 knots, making it an easy target 
in transit and cutting its range in half. 
It also takes several precious minutes 
for the crew to un-sling and start up the 
vehicle ... The U.S. military desperately 
needs small armored vehicles which can 
be carried inside Army CH-47s and Ma
rine Corps CH-53Es," Meyer concludes. 

Lt. Col Blaney agrees in principle 
about having overwhelming firepower 

"The more we 
know about the enemy and plan for his 
early demise, the less chance he will 
have of screwing up a perfectly good 
air-ground operation," he said. 

Upgrades and Retirement of Choppers 
Because of the large number of heli

copter crashes, whether due to mechan
ical failures, storms, or enemy fire, the 
military is constantly seeking safer and 
more technically advanced aircraft. 

A few developments are worth not
ing. 

In 2001, the U.S. Army approved 
an upgrade program design for 1,500 
Black Hawks to UH-60M standard. The 
first flight of the UH60M took place in 
September 2003. Entry into service is 
expected shortly, according to Army
technology.com. 

The aging 1960s Vietnam era Kiowa 
Warrior OH-58D was to be replaced by 
the controversial RAH-66 Comanche. 
That seemingly endless project proved 
to be entirely too expensive and was 
terminated. 

The biggest development in the 
upgrade of Army helicopters was just 
announced. The 1960s era Kiowa War
rior OH-58D Reconnaissance aircraft is 
going to be replaced with the Bell He
licopter ARH, a militarized version of 
the 407 single engine light helicopter. 
Bell has been granted a $2.2 billion con
tract to deliver 368 helicopters between 
2006 and 2013. Each aircraft will cost 
an estimated $6-9 million each. 

The next generation of recon helicop
ters is projected to be robotic, since re
con helicopters have the highest incident 
of accident and combat death rates. ~ 

Dr. Martin Brass is an international 
lawyer and longtime SOF contributor. 

Texas Tactical Supply 

Streamlight M3 Tactical 
Illuminator $99.99 

EOTECH Holographic Sight 
Model 511.A65 $299.99 

ASP, Blackhawk, EOTECH, Emerson Knives, 
Gerber, Mission Knives, Original SWAT, 

Propper International, Safariland, 
Spec-Ops, Streamlight, Sure Fire, Strider 

Knives, Tigerlight, Wiley X, 
5.11 Tactical Series 

www.texastacticalsupply.com 
1-877-4POLICE 

281-820-6601 

"Above and Beyond is Jim Morris's masterpiece." 
- Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown 

Soldier of Fortune 

"A great read ... couldn't put it down". 
- Joseph L. Galloway 

We Were Soldiers Once .. .And Young 

"Above and Beyond is an adventure novel of the 
highest order ... " 

- W.E.B. Griffin 
The Brotherhood of WarThe Corps, Honor Bound 

Order ii now at www.realwarslories.com 
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Rhodesian Prome Minister Ian Smith greets supporters in London circa 1965. 
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Eleven November, 2005 is the date of one of those anniversaries 

that should be remembered as a call to freedom in the face of incred

ible odds but, unfortunately, it will not be. To do so would not be 

"politically correct". In fact, what occurred that date in 1965 was a 

unique case of a relatively small group of self-reliant, ornery, in-your

face individuals that were determined to establish an independent 

nation, by breaking away from the British Crown which was trying 

to tell the Rhodesians how to run their affairs. Their struggle was 

much like that of another independent-minded group back in 1776, 

but this time, they took on not only the British Crown, but most of 

the entire world. They were the Rhodesians, who 40 years ago, pro

mulgated their "Unilateral Declaration of Independence." 

From 1974 to 1980, SOF was involved on the periphery of the 

Rhodesian struggle against terrorism, primarily from a journalistic 

perspective, at a time when meres smuggled guns and pulled a few 

triggers, though not with much effect. Therefore, since we fought 

against what Rhodesia became, we felt it was appropriate to cel

ebrate the Rhodesian's impertinence and guts. Thus, we decided to 

reach for the heights of "politically in-correctness," and reprint the 

entire UDI document. Robert K. Brown ~ 
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~QZF~(}/fmkj;endmwe 
11th November 1965 

Whereas in the course of human affairs history has shown that it may become necessary for a people to 
resolve the political affiliations which have connected them with another people and to assume amongst other 
nations the separate and equal status to which they are entitled: 

And whereas in such event a respect for the opinions of mankind requires them to declare to other nations 
the causes which impel them to assume full responsibility for their own affairs: 

Now therefore, we, the Government of Rhodesia, do hereby declare: 

That it is an indisputable and accepted historic fact that since 1923 the Government of Rhodesia have 
exercised the powers of self-government and have been responsible for the progress, development and welfare 
of their people; 

That the people of Rhodesia having demonstrated their loyalty to the Crown and to their kith and kin in 
the United Kingdom and elsewhere through two world wars, and having been prepared to shed their blood and 
give of their substance in what they believed to be the mutual interests of freedom-loving people, now see all 
that they have cherished about to be shattered on the rocks of expediency; 

That the people of Rhodesia have witnessed a process which is destructive of those very precepts upon 
which civilization in a primitive country has been built, they have seen the principles of Western democracy, 
responsible government and moral standards crumble elsewhere, nevertheless they have remained steadfast; 

That the people of Rhodesia fully support the requests of their government for sovereign independence but 
have witnessed the consistent refusal of the Government of the United Kingdom to accede to their entreaties; 

That the government of the United Kingdom have thus demonstrated that they are not prepared to grant 
sovereign independence to Rhodesia on terms acceptable to the people of Rhodesia, thereby persisting in 
maintaining an unwarrantable jurisdiction over Rhodesia, obstructing laws and treaties with other states and 
the conduct of affairs with other nations and refusing assent to laws necessary for the public good, all this to 
the detriment of the future peace, prosperity and good government of Rhodesia; 

That the Government of Rhodesia have for a long period patiently and in good faith negotiated with the 
Government of the United Kingdom for the removal of the remaining limitations placed upon them and for the 
grant of sovereign independence; 

That in the belief that procrastination and delay strike at and injure the very life of the nation, the 
Government of Rhodesia consider it essential that Rhodesia should attain, without delay, sovereign 
independence, the justice of which is beyond question; 

Now therefore, we the Government of Rhodesia, in humble submission to Almighty God who controls 
the destinies of nations, conscious that the people of Rhodesia have always shown unswerving loyalty and 
devotion to Her Majesty the Queen and earnestly praying that we and the people of Rhodesia will not be 
hindered in our determination to continue exercising our undoubted right to demonstrate the same loyalty and 
devotion, and seeking to promote the common good so that the dignity and freedom of all men may be assured, 
do, by this proclamation, adopt enact and give to the people of Rhodesia the constitution annexed hereto; 

God Save The Queen 

Given under Our Hand at Salisbury this eleventh day of November in the Year of Our Lord one thousand 
nine hundred and sixty five. ~ 
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''Wiggy's saved my life!" 
-John C. Dieffrenderfer 

When John Dieffrenderfer and his son Ripped their Roat plane on a remote Alaskan lake, their 
situation was dire. With their gear soaked and no way to start a fire, their only protection 
against deadly hypothermia was their Wiggy's sleeping bags. 

'We are alive today because the Wiggy's sleeping bag insulates, 
even when wet. If I had brought my down bag instead, 
we never would have made it. Thanks, Wiggy's! 
You make an incredible sleeping bag." 

To order your Wiggy's sleeping bag, 
call toll-free today or see us on the web. 

2482 Industrial Boulevard, Grond Junction, CO 81503 
8225 Old Seward Highway, Suite A, Anchorage, AK 99518, 907-336-1330 

1-800-748-1827 • www.wiggys.com 

PRDFESSIDNAl lDCKSMITHING 
MONTHLY SPECIAL 

RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET $59.95 

1- SCHALGE WAFER SET 

1-SESAMEE DECODER 

1- WKS PICKS 

$29.95 

$17.95 

$9.95 

Catalog $3.00 - FREE with order. Allow three weeks 
delivery on personal check orders. Money Orders ship 
same day received. 
@ All major credit cards accepted. 

The law requires all purchases be made in good lailh, wilhout 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons wilhin the induslry. 

FOLDING POCKET PICKSET 

This folding knife 
set has the 

------- smallest handle 
of any tool of this 
type and yet 

L~!!!!!!~ holds 6 picks and 
a tension tool. Its only 1/4 thick and 
3 inches long. The housing has a 
removable pocket clip, and a hole 
for those who like ~ 
the key ring option. ~ 

·send Payment To: 
STEVE ARNOLD'S GUN ROOM 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF08 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun-room.com 
Poslage & handling SB.Oil. Overseas postage add 

30% of tolal. Must be t 8 years of age. 

" MANGONE~ "MANGONE~ 
f:.~~t 5~if4h!s Rear Sight 

~·,G 51 14.95 

6-Rail Free Float Tube 
FF·6R S159.00 

FT·R5 S79.95 

~~ 
dUJJW.lW.\'.Wi11mmnmllllll 

AP4 
CARBI NE STOCK 

ASSEMBLY 
CS·AP4 599.95 

---
3-Rail 

Front Sight & 
FS·3R 599.95 --Triple Rail Upper Receiver 

FTT·3R S159.95 



MEN& WOMEN! 
Train at home for an exciting part 
or full-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for others. learn all the 
latest techniques from the 
experts. Taught by former mili
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private detectives. 
The only course of its kind, /he 
unique Global School of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 

Avnilablc soon: 
WALTHER PPK (post war) 
WALTHER PP (post war) 
Must be t 8 10 onler. Cannot be 
<hijljl('d to C1\. "'New York City. 

COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$249.95 & UP 
W/ FREE TRAUMA 

PLATE 
AND TACTICAL VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$375.00 & UP 
Also Available Level Ill & IV 

Steel & Ceramic Plates 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

E-Mail: interam @gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 

•BODY ARMOR 

•HANDCUFFS 

• METAL DETECTORS 

• MINE DETECTORS 

•OPTICS 

• NIGHT VISION 

• SPY EQUIPMENT 

•BOMB SUITS 

•FIRE GEAR 

•HELMETS 

•TEAR GAS 

•STUN GUNS 
And much, 
much more ... 

TAMIAMI INTERNATIONAL 
EQUIPMENT, INC. 
13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 

Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph.: 305-235-8777 ·Fax: 305-235-0603 



MARKETPLACE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $80 per insertion, 20 words or 
less, $3 per additional word beyond 20. Repeat your same ad in another section for half price. "Dingbats" (ti', e, • ), bold words 
(other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 
80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each= 1 word ; abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad 
copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing address, telephone or fax number (for our files) . Mail classified ads with 
payment (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn : Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave ., Suite A-5, Boulder, 
CO 80303. Fax: 303-444-5617. 

Business Opportunities 
HOW TO BUILD A BUSINESS PART TIME 
while keeping your full time job. Leveraging 
your efforts. A unique method for residual 
income. Call toll free for recorded message 
1-(866) 292-4436. o75 

Books & Publications 
LIVE FREE! America 's oldest survival/self
reliance advocacy and support organization. 
www.live-free.org 115 

FREE: Survivalist newsletter. www.bison
newsletter.com 046 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government as
sassination conspiracy exposed. Videocas
settes, manuscripts, photographs, books. 
Catalog $3.00. Collector 's Archives, Box 2, 
Beaconfield , Quebec, Canada, H9W 5TS 

EL LOBO VERDE: A story of the Southern 
Border and one man 's fight to stop the flow of 
drugs and people entering the U.S. Written by 
a thirty-year law enforcement officer. $14.99; 
www.booksurge.com or 1-866-308-6235. 105 

AUTOGRAPHED BOOKS: Lessons from 
Pork Chop Hill to Vietnam. Authored by Vir
gil Oglesby, LTC, Special Forces, Special 
OPS, Inf. Best author - based techniques for 
prison snatches, combat patrolling, extreme 
survival techniques, flanking a larger force 
and winning. E&E and many others. 20% off 
publishers price - 4 for 3 introductory offer
ing, plus S&H - one time only - limited copies 
available. Act now while they last. Selection of 
website http ://booksbyvi rg. homestead. com/ 
books.html or call 813-651-2336. 105 

!'ll!!l:OM COUNTllY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fish ing , backpacking, camping, Elk , 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

21 O Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

Websites 
FOR ONLY $60/month you can list 
your Website or Internet URL + 1 O 
words right here. (No additional dis
counts apply.) This is a great way to 
get out the word on your site! 

LOVE SPORTS? EARN UP TO $1,000 A DAY 
with us. www.24-7sports.com/?ext+28169 125 

www.THEWELLPREPAREDCITIZEN.com 
Natural disaster to terrorist attack. Will you be 
prepared? 105 

www.WARRIORSPRESS.com Military manu
als, correspondence courses. Combat skills. 
Weapons. Tactics. NBC. More. TF 

SGT. BARRY SADLER'S "CASCA" Eternal 
Mercenary Series, 22 unabridged audio
books. www.booksinmotion.com 125 

TRAINING: EXECUTIVE PROTECTION, SELF 
DEFENSE, Tactical Driving, Tactical Weapons, 
more. www.TRAINFORSUCCESS.net 

THE PROFESSIONAL MILITARY, law en
forcement, and emergency responder's 
source. www.tacticalsolutionsusa.com 

BODYARMOR, custom made, all levels, 5 day 
delivery. 1-954-568-1480 www.maxsell.com 

GUNS: Colt 1911 , CZ75, Python, .44 magnum, 
no license required. www.maxarmory.com 

GEAR FOR YOU ... www.falcontactical.com095 

CHECK OUT KILROY at the International Soci
ety of Dysfunctional Veterans: www.sohk.us 125 

B.e_a_DE_T.EC_T.l_1LE 
Explore a secret wo rld! Fascinating 
new career. Experience a new 
adventure everyday. 
Dynamic home study course. 
Diploma, Badge, State approved. 
FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO 

www.detectivetraining.com 

BAGWELL 
Combat Knives Without Compromise 

I I 
903·938·0905 

P.O. Box 144, Woodlawn, TX 75694 

www.INVISIBLECAMS.COM - Hidden spy 
cameras - $34.95! Connects to your TV or 
VCR. 115 

Needful things, you will not believe your eyes! 
http://markluger.fscstore.com 125 

WWW.KILLERBEANS.COM Super premium 
coffee. Killer taste, a body to die for! 11 5 

WindowsHotKeys.com Microsoft FrontPage 
Website hosting. You design it, we host it. 115 

www.ArmyBootCamp.com Recruits: Get 
the edge to succeed in the US Army 066 

www.GreenBeretCD.com The Home of the 
new USA Green Beret Sportswear Store TF 

BADGE COLLECTORS: NYPD, LAPD, FBI , 
DEA, CSI , IRS. www.badgeworld.com 115 

ID CARDS: COLOR, Giant Selection. Quick 
delivery. www.idquik.com 115 

www.CampingSurvival.com 
Thousands of low priced 
products for military, survival, 
preparedness, hunting, camp
ing and outdoors from veteran 
owned 50 year old company. 
5% off with coupon "sofmag" 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST!• 

U.S. MILITARY CAMO & 
PERSONAL EQUIPMENT 

Alice Gear, Flight Gear. Police, Survival, 
Black Ops, US Mil. Knives, Camping, 
Night Camo, Helmets & Boonie Hais! 

On line Catalog, www.olcnel.com 
2 Bucks· for Print Catalog to OLCSF, 
POB 1618, Alamogordo, NM 883 11 
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PHOTO ID 
CARD KITS 

Our Professional 
quality laminated 
photo cards will 
amaze your associ- PRESS 
ates! We provide the American Pre" Association 
cards , plastic lami
nate and easy 
instructions! You pro
vide only a photo. 
Your photo card can 
be finished in the pri
vacy of your home. 
The result is a dis
tinctive, professional 
system! The highest 
quality cards in the 
US! Lost your origi
nal card? Replace it 

OFFI 
; 

0. 

NOW! C01 Press 10 

2 
0 
0 
6 

111111 I o .. O C01 Press ID C68 Fug1t1ve Recovery 
I O C04 Bounty Hunter 0 C72 Special Agent 

MENTION YOU SAW 
OUR AD IN SOF AND 
GET FREE SHIPPING 

I O C10 Concealed Weapons 0 C131 lnt"I Drivers Lie. 
I O C11 Private Investigator 0 C133 Federal Security I 
I 0 C 13 Special Investigator 0 C 140 Network Ad min. I 

O C 17 lnt'I Drivers Permit 0 C 142 Terrorism Specialist 
I O C31 Travel Agent 0 C143 Webmaster 
I O C34 Personal ID 0 C201 Bail Bondsman 
I 0 C51 Special Operations 0 C203 Bail Ent. Agent 
I 0 C60 MAC-V (CIA) 0 C211 Security Ent. 

NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY - SOF 
I 500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bid #3 • Shreveport, LA 71106 
I Orders (888) 642-0007 • Cust Serv. (318) 688-1805 

Fax (318) 688-1367 www.nles.com 
I Name: ____________ _ 
I Address: ____________ _ 

I City/Slale/Zip: - ----------
1 Credi! Card: ___________ _ 

I ExpSo~~~~ COLOR CATALOG $3.00 OR F~~:~ITH FIRST ORDER. 
.. ______________ _ 

Police Quality* 
Cold Plated t 

2 x 2 1/z Badget 
Free ID Card * 
Warns Those Who * 

Would Violate * 
Your Rights * 

* $15.00* 
Add $4S/H t 

1-877-332-2343 

MILITARY BOOKS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Visit our website at: 
www.galago.co.za 

For regular updates e-mail: 
lemur@mweb.co.za 

Biostatic Human Sensors 
"Detect What You Can't See" 

Learn the skills 
and techniques to 
detect humans through walls; 
valuable surveillance tool! 

FREE: Information package! 

Call: 570-769-7301 ~ 
Write: Electroscopes $1,795 
P.O. Box 5058 
S. Williamsport, PA 17702 

FS :MMANDO rES 7.0" BLADE 

4.5" BLADE 

ESA, Marysville OH 43040 
+1-937-644-2170 www.esa-swords.com 

Be A ... 
PRIVATE EYE 

I
Have a life of intrigue 
excitement, adventurel 
Learn from the REAL 

l'==~-----lexperts: 
Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! United Sta tes Academy 
Call Or Write of Pri vate l nvesti~ation 

I (310) 657-6333 I Be~~~1BJn1~ 1 ~?A96~ 1 3 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

8519-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency· Pl Academy· Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 investigation -surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos! I 

Ratchet Belt TM 
" The Fit That Clicks " 

Infantry Cavalry Airborne 

Unique style belt that has no holes.. , 
Fits all in-between sizes. Perfect fit • - -_ • 

every time. One size fits all. , - , _ 

Size 41 (Black or Brown Belt) $27 .95 · - -• ' 
Size 48 (Black or Brown Belt) $29.95 

Plus $4.95 S & H 

1-888-729-8222 
www.ratchetbelt.com 

A-1 Ratchet Belt Enterprise 
P.O. Box 39362 •Tacoma, WA 98439 

WA~-~ wmmNGToN'm:m 
PO Box 700 Raton , NM 87740 - 505 445-3615 

The Whittington Adventure Camp 
No Other Summer Crunp 
Cau l\[{atd1 Our P1·ogrmn 

Learn To Shoot 
Rifles - Handguns - Shotguns - Mnzzleloaders 

h1struclio11 Pl'ovided In All The Ont11001· Skills 

Yom· Kids Will Love This! 

. ., ' -· 1 · ' -Nf),T)~~llll~ll 
i.\l)\TE~l'fl~l~ll~ INJ)l~X _·__ _ _ !>/ '~· 

Aimpoint 13 Carroll Media 81 GG&G 68 NIC Law Enforcement 55 Sure-Fire 9 
American Watch 59 Chase Durer C4 Global School Inv. 55 One Stop Knife Shop 31 Tamiami Int. 53 
ARMS 49 Command Arms 17 Hurley & Withington 33 Paladin Press 5 TC! C2 
Barrett Rifles 10 Cove Shoe Co. 19 Inter-American Security 55 Ratchet Belt Co. 55 Texas Tactical Supply 51 
Best Made Designs 69 Dark Ops Knives 3 Jim Morris 51 Real War Stories 77 Wiggy's 53 
Black Ink Design 81 Detonics 77 Kel Tee 67 R.M. Equipment 78 Wiley-X 43 
Burris Optics 23 DPMS 55 Kifaru 67 Si lverman 's 55 Wilson Tactical 66 
Bushmaster 71 Doublestar 64 Laser Devices 71 Southern Ordnance 28 7.62 Design 79 
Bush rag 78 EOTech 49 Matt Furey 65 Specter Gear 80 
Camel Bak 7 Gerber Knives 11 Military.com 77 Steve Arnold's Gunroom 53 
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New left-handed Model 110 Tactical Rifle might be just the ticket! 
Text and Photos by Gary Paul ..Johnston 

l ong recognized as being ~head of its time, Savage's Model 
110 action was revolutionary when first introduced, and it 
still is. Made of the finest materials, the Model 110 action 
is one of the strongest in the industry, and it also has one of 
the fastest lock-times going. lock-time is the time it takes for 
the striker to fall after the trigger is pulled, and it equates 
directly to accuracy. 

Differing from virtually all other commercial rifles in the 
world, the Model llO's barrel is secured to the receiver in 
a unique manner: After being pre-chambered, the barrel is 
screwed into the receiver with a headspace gauge already in 
place and it is turned in against the closed bolt and gauge for 
perfect headspace. A heavy-duty lock nut on the barrel is then 

turned in against the receiver and tightened using a special 
wrench. The result is a trued barrel-receiver alignment that 
is totally secure. 

Proving itself as one of t11e most accurate out-of-the-box 
bolt-action rifles available, the Savage 110 has made a name 
for itself, from bench-rest shooting to long-range hunting. 
Another reason for its excellent accuracy is the fine button 
rifling used in the Model llO's barrel. After being precision 
bored, the barrel blank is secured in the rilling fixture and the 
bore is lubricated with special grease. The long button shank 
is then inserted and, after being secured to the puller, the but
ton is pulled through the bore, cold forming the rifling lands 
and grooves under terrific pressure. The result is a match-

~-"-""'-· - a....J"" ...... """"""" ..... ""' .,,...,........,""""...,., __ 
The Savage Model 11 OLE Tactical AccuTrigger rifle has always produced great accuracy, but t/1e new left-/1anded version may be just the thing - for right-handed operators. 
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Mounted on a Harris Bipod, the Savage Model 
11 O LE is equipped with the 1 Ox42mm Tactical 
Scope from Valdada /OR. 

grade, mirror-finished rifled bore. 
Several years ago, Savage introduced its Model 110 LE 

Tactical rifle in .308 Winchester caliber. Using a synthetic 
stock, this rifle has a blind magazine-well for extra strength, 
and a heavy barrel. The first such rifle I tested years ago 
produced sub-minute of angle groups right out of the box. 
Later on, Savage added its oversized round bolt handle, and 
its now-famous pillar bedding system to the Model 110 LE 
Tactical and other models. 

AccuTrigger® 
More recently, Savage introduced its now famous Accu

Trigger. Another revolutionary Savage innovation, the Accu
Trigger has the following features: 

• Infinitely adjustable. 
• Trigger pull between 1.5 lbs. and 6 lbs. 
• Capable of being adjusted by the user. 
• Completely safe with no danger of accidental dis

charge even at the lowest setting. 
• Crisp release with no creep. 

Savage's AccuTrigger can be adjusted from a minimum of 
1.5 lbs. to a maximum of 6 pounds after simply removing the 
rifle from the stock, with no need to take it to a gunsmith. 
Simply rotate the return spring with the tool that is supplied 

with the rifle. The trigger cannot be adjusted below 1.5 lbs. 
As safe as a trigger gets, AccuTrigger cannot accidentally 

letoff from beingjarred or dropped, when properly adjusted. 
This is because AccuTrigger is designed with an integrated 
AccuRelease that must first be completely depressed before 
pressing the trigger: This is because the AccuRelease blocks 
the sear until depressed. 

Using a center-mounted trigger safety, the AccuTrigger 
cannot be pulled until the trigger finger depresses this Ac
cuRelease safety, but the operator cannot even detect that the 
safety is present. All that is felt is the finger against the actual 
trigger after tl1e AccuRelease has already been depressed. 
As set by the factory, the AccuTrigger breaks at a clean 3 
pounds. 

Having previously tested Savage's LE Tactical Rifle with 
AccuTrigger for SOF, I found it easy to use and adjust. After 
removing the rifle from the stock, I used the special tool fur
nished to adjust the trigger. This tool turns the trigger return 
spring either clockwise or counterclockwise to change the 
tension instead of the engagement. It's simple and reliable, 

and I had no trouble shooting 
sub-minute of angle groups with 
.308 Match ammunition. 

A ten Handed Version 
Recently, Savage offered its 

Model 110 LE Tactical rifle in a 
left-handed action for left-hand
ed operators, but this system 
has equal merit for right-handed 
shooters. This is a rifle that will 
usually be deployed from a static 
position, that is, it will be used 
from a rest or a bipod and will 
seldom move from that point un
til a crisis has ended. Now think 
about a right-handed shooter us
ing a left-handed bolt. 

Instead of having to take the 
strong hand off the rifle to work 
tl1e bolt, a right-handed operator 
can leave the rifle on the shoul
der with the right hand in place 
and work the bolt with the left 

hand. He can even load the rifle with the left hand, just as eas
ily as with the right hand - maybe ever easier. I've used other 
custom precision rifles set up this way, so I know it works, 
and I decided to try the left-handed Savage for myself. 
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Valdada Tactical Scope 
The sample left-handed Savage came with a two-piece 

Ml913 style scope base on which I mounted a Valdada IOR 
10x42mrn Tactical Sniper Scope, using Valdada 30mm rings. 

This scope has 14 MOA adjustments and a side focus . I also 
used the new Strap-on Ambidextrous Cheek Comb (SACC) 
Pad from RJR Enterprises to provide a good cheek weld. The 
SACC Pad comes in two heights and many colors and camo 
patterns to satisfy any mission. The SACC Pad will fit all bolt 
rifles and many semi-autos. 

In addition to 114 MOA adjustments, the Valdada 10x42mm Tactical Scope 
comes with the highly desirable side focus. 

Using the left-handed Savage Ml 10 Tactical LE from a Har
ris bipod, I found I could manipulate the bolt just as quickly 
as a right-handed bolt and I could also load easier by seeing 
what I was doing without moving the rifle from my shoulder. 
Accuracy of this rifle equaled that of other Savage MllOs I 
have tested. 

If you're a left-handed precision shooter who is thinking 
that a right-handed bolt might work for you, you're probably 
correct. Either way whether you're a right-handed shooter 
who prefers a conventional MllO Tactical LE, or decide to go 
with a left-handed version, the Savage Model 110 Tactical LE 
with AccuTrigger has to be rated a "best buy." 

If you or your agency is in the market for a high quality 
precision rifle that will perform as well as rifles costing four 
times as much, check out the Savage AccuTrigger. In addition 
the Model 110 LE, AccuTrigger was available on all Savage 
Varmint and heavy barrel long-range rifles beginning in Janu
ary 2003. For information, contact Savage Arms, Inc. , Dept. 
SOF, 118 Mountain Rd., Suffield, CT 06078; phone: 800-235-
1821 or www.savagearms.com ~ 

Specifications: 
Caliber: 
Velocity: 
Operation: 
Barrel Length: 
Overall Length: 
Weight: 
Feed Device: 
Safety: 
Sights: 
Stock: 
Finish: 
Price: 

Other Contacts: 

Savage Left-HandedModel l l 0 LE Tactical 
.308 Winchester 
2800 fps 
Turnbolt repeater 
24 inches 
43 inches 
9 pounds 
4-shot integral box magazine 
Positive tang safety and AccuRelease trigger safety 
None. Drilled and tapped for scope base 
Matte black synthetic 
Matte blue 
$684.00 (sug. retail) 

Harris Engineering, Inc. 
999 Broadway, Dept. SOF •Barlow, KY42024 
270-334-3633 

R.j.R. Enterprises 
74 Tyconnell Ave., Dept. SOF • Massapequa Park, NY 11762 
516-798-5146 • www.snoopssurvivalstore.com 

Valdada IOR Optics 
P.O. Box 270095, Dept. SOF •Littleton , CO 80127 
303-979-4578 • www.valdada.com 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication.including technical data, 
reports of any activities.information, events and circumstances under controlled situations 
and under supervised control have not been tested nor approved nor were under the control 
of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Reports are transmitted from independent sources to which 
SOF has no obligation nor control. The data is transmitted for reporting events by the author. 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine, its agents, officers, consultants nor any other individual or 
entity reject any and all responsibility for any reporting in this publication. Any reports in this 
publication do not provide detail for comprehensive safety techniques, training technques, 
training precautions that are absolutely essential for any covered or similar activity. The 
reader MUST not attempt any reported activity, technique or use of equipment based upon 
any reports in this publication. Comprehensive training, guidance and supervision is always 
necessary when engaging in any activity of which any report in this publication mentions 
or gives any reference to. 

R.J.R. 's SACC Pad attaches to most rifles to provide a comfortable cheekpiece 
and comes in a variety of colors, camo patterns and sizes. 
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~ll 
JNI~ 

LOGOVVEAR 

GREEN FLIGHT JACKET 
Comfortable, hEavyweight jacket 
with zipper 
5-M-L-XL 
(2XL - 3XL = Add 52) 

SOF MPS TEE 
Black, heavyweight 100% pre
shrunk cotton shortsleeve 
M-L 

BLACK SATIN JACKET 
Comfortable, lightweight jacket 
with buttons 
5-M-L-XL 
(2XL - 3XL = Add 52 ) 

RHODESIAN ARMY TEE 
White, heavyweight 100% pre
shrunk cotton shortsleeve. 
M - L - XL (2XL Add 52) 

Three ways to order: Online at www.sofmag.com, Call toll free 
800-800-7630, or send Money OrderNisa/MC To: Soldier Of Fortune 
5735 Arapahoe Avenue, Suite A5 • Boulder, CO 80303 

Item Circle Size Qty. Price Total 
Green Flight Jacket 

Black Satin Jacket 

SOF Black Polo Shirt 

Covert Ops Green Tee 

SOF MPS Black Tee 

Rhodesian Army White Tee 

S - M - L - XL 

XXL - XXXL 

S - M - L- XL 

XXL- XXXL 

M - L - XL 

2XL - 3XL 

M- L 

M - L 

M - L - XL 

2XL 

Shipping/Handling: $7 first item, $1 .50 each add'I item: 

129.00 

131.00 

69.00 

71.00 

34.95 

36.95 

19.95 

19.95 

19.95 

21 .95 

Sales tax may apply TOTAL: 

When mailing your order please include a card with the the following 
information legibilly written: Complete Name, Address (including 
City/State and Country/ZIP), Phone Number, Email (if available). 

0 Check or Money Order Enclosed (please use envelope) 

0 Visa/MC #: -----------------

Exp. Date_/_ Signature: _____ _ ____ _ 

Sizes and quantities are limited. Prices do not include shipping. No Refunds. 

Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery C2005 """""''°"""'"",."'""'"""""""'"'"a""""" 



FLAK • Continued from page 10 

Toys for Troopers 
At RPG Blog, we've undertaken a 

new and extremely worthwhile project: 

books, dice, games, and other goodies 
to everyone on our list. To do this, we 
need help , both from individuals and 
companies in the gaming realm. Wheth
er it's just few books, dice, minis , trad
ing cards, or a game, you'll have done 
your part to make an unpleasant place a 
little brighter for some truly wonderful 
people. 

Games For Gis. We've started gather
ing both new and (gently) used games 
and gaming materials for care packages 
to go to deployed military gamers and 
their units in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
other forward areas around the globe. 

We are compiling a list of our Armed 
Forces gamers and their units from 
friends and family. It's our mission 
to provide a nice care package full of 

If I may speak in terms of personal 
experience for a minute , I myself was 
deployed overseas, away from my loved 
ones last year, and one of the things 
that made it all bearable was the nightly 

Don't settle for "out of the box" option on your 
next rifle. DoubleStar gives you the freedom to 
choose so you can build the rifle of your dreams 
at the price of a production rifle. 

1. DSC STAR DS·4 CARBINE 
The Star DS-4 is the semi-auto version of the M-4 Carbine the 
U.S. military elite units use in Afghanistan and Iraq. Chosen for 
its lighter weight and smaller package, the DS-4 is a favorite of 
Jaw enforcement and security personnel. 
16" match barrel, DS-4 handguards. 
Rine with A-2 or nat-top upper .. ... . ...... . . .. .. $799.95 
Rillc with nat-tip and detachable carrying handle .. • $864.95 

2. DSC STAR· 15 RlflE 
The Star-15 is the same design carried by millions of soldiers 
around the free world. This is the basic rifle wi th a 20" I in 9" 
twist matGh barrel, A-2 buttstock and A-2 handguards. 
Rine with A-2 or nat-top upper ...... •... . . ...... $774.95 
Rille with nat-top and detachable carrying handle . . . • $839.95 

3. DSC UGHTWEIGHT TAC. RlflE 
DoubleStar designed this rine with the SWAT team member in 
mind. The 16" fluted match grade baiTel has an A-2 !lash hider 
installed and is in a I in 9" twist. 
Rille with A-2 or nat-top upper .... ............ . . $824.95 
Rille with nat-top and detachable carrying handle .. . $889.95 

4. DSC STAR CARBINE 
The Star Carbine is a shorter and handier version of the Star Ri fle. 
A 16" match grade barrel in a I in 9" twist is used wi th your choice 
of the A-2 buttstock or a 4-position CAR buttstock. 
Rifle with A-2 or !lat-top upper . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. $774.95 
Rine with flat-top and detachable carrying handle .. . $839.95 

5. DSC SUPER MATCH RlflE 
The DoubleStar Super Match rifle meets the needs of many L.E. 
snipers, vannint hunters, long range plinkers and match shooters. 
A vast array of options makes this rille a perfect match for 
hundreds of applications and operations. 16", 20", 22" and 24" 
super match barrel lengths are available. 
Rillc with tlal-top or tactical hi-rise upper . .. . . .... $874.95 

DOUBLES 
Order vour custom ooubleStar rme todav. 

Call 1·859-745-1151 lor a free catalog or Visit www.star15.com. 
Dealers please call for wholesale pricing. Rifles can be shipped 

to FFL holders only. 

RPG we started up. I'm trying to bring 
that same "safety valve" to folks over 
there right now. 

We are currently at an address where 
we can ship all care packages through 
military means free of charge. If you'd 
like to find out more making a contribu
tion or volunteering, or if you'd like a 
copy of our needs list, I may be contact
ed at zacharythefirst@hotmail.com. 

Additionally, if you have a friend 
or loved one you'd like added to our 
care package list, contact us , and we'd 
be happy to do so. Thank you for your 
time, compassion, and generosity. 

The address and central distribution 
point to send your contributions is: 

Games For Gis 
c/o Zachary Houghton 
PSC 62 Box 6902 
APO AE 09643 

Only Hits Kill 
l can't believe the Army wants to 

limit the kill range for snipers using 
the modified Ml6 to 600 YARDS! They 
can't use the Ml 4 or Ml because pro
duction has been long dead, so why 
not buy some 7.62 sniper weapon from 
the European or Russian arsenal? Why, 
I bet some American company would 
gear up to give what the U.S. Govern
ment needs for its warriors! As it now 
stands, Army doctrine says snipers will 
use the 600-yard capable 

Ml6 for snipers? We've just limited 
ourselves to one half of the sniper en
velope! 

Paul Edmondson 
USAF retired 

Paul: I understand where you are 
coming from. I would suggest the Anny 
figures its relatively new "Designated 
Marksmanship Program," which has 
one trooper in each squad anned with a 
scoped Ml 4, is the tool that will be used 
to engage targets out to 800-900 meters . 
The Amty is, as I understand, refurbish
ing Ml 4's that have been in storage. 
Thanhs for your interest. 

Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, USAR 
(Ret.) 

Hack's Funeral 
l was saddened to hear of Hack's 

passing -- a real hero. It reminded me of 
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"I Gave Up Weight Training to follow a 
top secret 15-minutes per day routine of 

bodyweight exercises and ... 

I Got Into The Best Shape 
of My Life in Record 
Time ... You Can, Too 11 

By Matt Furey 
Best-selling author of Combat Conditioning 

I was che coca! skeptic. Not only had I li fted weighcs and 
run long distance for years. bur I had major success under my 
belc, indudi ng a world kung fu championship and a national 
collegiate wrestling ride. 

So I just didn't want co believe what Karl , a 76-year old 
man raid me abom e,xercising \Xf!T HOUT weigh cs .. and 
WITHOUT long-disrance ru nning. 

Mose im porrancly, I did n't want to hear that a good exercise 
program only rook a few minutes. Hare to admi t it, bur I was 
addicred to rhe "hard work or nothing" mentality and refused 
ro believe you could get into rhe best shape of your life by doing 
LESS . . nor mo re. 

Let me tell you, when I looked at rnis so-called "old man's" 
physique and watched him demo nmace his exerc ises, I cou ld 
noc look the orher way. I had to check them our fo r myself, 
even if it meant saying, uOkay, I've wasred a lor of rime doi ng 
ir rhe wrong way." 

What I discovered shocked me from head to toe! 

Before I mer Karl I T HOUGHT I was strong. I rhoughr I 
was cough. Bu r rhe exercises he gave me exploired every weak
ness rhar weights and ru nning could nor cover, In a matter of 
minutes, I knew Karl "had me." 

So I gave up rhe weights and began a routine of bodyweight 
calisthen ics cal.led Combat Conditioning. Afrerall , when a man 
of 76 can do things rhar a 36-year old cannot do, cl1ar tells you 
rhac "Yes, there's gold in them there hi lls." 

The exercises I learned had such a profound and dramatic 
effect on me, that for six years I have been introd uci ng men and 
women of all ages and of all backgrounds co chis exuaordinary 
program - and the resul ts are shocking, awe-inspiring and 
PROOF that this system works, and works FAST. 

Who is Combat Conditioning for? 

It's for the hard-working man or woman who ofren finds it 
difficult to squeeze in a quick workour. 

It's for the traveling executive who sleeps in hotel rooms 
more than ar home. 

It's fo r those who have trained thei r whole lives on weights. 
It's fo r arhleres, martial artists and rhe mili tary. 
And .. IT'S FOR the man or woman who hasn't done a 

lick of exercise in decades. 

Even One Minute a Day Brings Results! 

Unlike other exercise program where you are told you 
MUST do 30 minuces of cardio per day and an hou r of 
weigh rs, to get results, Combat Co11ditioning is total ly differ
ent. 15 minutes is all it rakes ro whoop the hard-core tra inee. 
Bm fo r the roral begi nner, he or she ca n ger results starring wirh 
0 LY one minure a day. And no, th is is not a joke. 

Time is not the issue! 

Matt Furey 
won a national collegiate wresding ride in 
1985 and a world shuai-chiao kung fu 
championship in 1997. Furey has a knack 
fo r taking the average and ordinary person 
and transforming him wirh rus powerful pro
grams. Furey was inducted inro the Edinboro 
Uni versi ry Arhleric Hall of Fame in 1998 
and spends much rime each ye--Jr traveling 

rhroughour the world, searching for r.hc very best information avail
able w his world-wide audience. His websire, www.mattfurey.com, 
is one of the finest in the world1 giving valuable informarion rhar 
d1angcs lives. 

Forger all those workouts that take all day. With Combat 
Co11ditio11ing, all that's required is your own body and a 
ti ny "get starred NOW" decision t0 DO a little something 
each day. 

The key ro your success is in [he magical) cransformarive 
power of chese exercises - nor in your belief system about hard 
work. For many people, just one rep is all they can do at first, 
and they're shaking like a leaf on a windy day in Chicago. And 
so, char's all thar person should do at first. Even if you thin k 
you're nor doing enough - the exercises work their magic any
way. Your body has it's own intelligence and will work FOR 
YO U if you'll simply ger our of the way and !er ir. 

When you do, pretty soon you'll be rhe type of person who 
can do 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64 or 128 reperirions and feel no fatigue. 
Instead of tiredness you'll feel exhilararion and ENERGY. 
You're bui lding strength and endurance from rhe TNSJDE
O UT. And believe me, once you can do more than a few reps, 
inches of unsightly fa t and pounds of excess Rab wi.11 fly off 
your body at break-neck speed. 

New Results from Forgotten Exercises 

Are the exercises in Combat Co11ditio11ing N EW? Well, nor 
really. They go back abour 5,000 years - but fo r the most parr, 
they goc lost in rhe shuffie when weights, gadgets and gyms 
came around. So although cl1ey aren't NEW, they're "New ro 
YOU!" 

Before I learned these exercises, l read about the Grear Gama 
of India, a wrestler who fo llowed this program and was unbear
en in 5,000 marches. I also read thar che legendary Bruce Lee 
did these exercises, tao. And we all know about Lee's incredib le 
martial ar ts skills. Then rhere was rhe A.II-Pro NFL running 
back, Hershel! Walker, who did bod)~ve igh c exercises each day. 
The list goes on and on. The key is in having a proven program 
with a track record, and Combat Conditioning is just that. 

Puts You into the Old Clothes You Dream of 
Wearing Again! 

The main reason why Combat Co11ditio11i11g works is 
because ir targets all the weak links in your body. And when all 
those weak links are given a little arrention, your enrire body 
gets stronger, fas ter, more powerful and more energetic. Spend 
rime each day doing a few fu nctional exercises and the payoff 
is HUGE. 

1. Cranks up your metabolism so you burn excess 
body fat a lot, lot faster. This means fitting into the 
clothes you WANT to wear. 

2. Packs attracrive and healthy functional muscles (nor 
grotesque) onto your enrire body 

3. Simultaneously doubles your strength and flexibili ty 
- and does so without needing separate workouts fo r 
each. 

4. Quad ruples your endurance inside of 30 days. Never get 
tired again. 

S. Within a couple weeks, it often eliminates chronic 
back and shoulder pain from years of heavy squats, 
deadlifts and bench pressing - or other forms of abuse. 

6. Sleep li ke a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no longer 
a goal. It's auromatic. As soon as you hi r the rack you're 
our like a light. 

7. Your self-confidence will have no bounds. Especially 
when you got compliments from people who hardly 
paid attention to you before. 

8. You can train anywhere. You don't need more than a 
few square fee r of carpet or pavement and you're all ser. 
You don't need equipment. Just your own bod)~ve i gh r. 

9. You get a kick-butt workout done in 15 minutes or less. 
I 0. You'll turn back the clock. Friends may tel l you rhar you 

look 5-10 years younger. 
11. You'll have an explosive type of strength that weights 

cannot give you. Your every movement will be lively 
and full of vigor. 

12. Your muscles will be pliable and powerful, li ke a ciger's. 

Here's How to Order 

Combat Conditioning: F1111ctio11al Exercises f or Fitness 
has 48 super effective bodyweight exercises along with seven 
diffe rent programs that will get you into kick-burr shape fas r. 
Order NOW and you'll receive 3 free Special Reports on how ro 
eliminace knee, back and shoulder pain . Your roral invesm1em 
in this no-nonsense book is only $29.95 plus $6 S&H U.S. 
(foreign orders add $12). Order online at www.marrfurey.com. 

Or pick up the phone right now and caU I 813 994 8267 
ro order. You can also send a money order ro Marr Furey 
Enterprises, Inc., 10339 Bi rdwarch Drive, Tampa, FL, 33647. 

You get fu nctional strength, : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ; 
endurance and Aexibili ry - all : 0 Yes, Please Send Me Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises for Fitness tor only : 
at the same time. Nor ro men- : $29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreign S&H), and it I'm one of the fi rst 25 to order, I will also 
tion seeing the excess inches : receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating knee, back and shoulder pain. 
Aying off your body, making : 
ir easy fo r you co fir into rhe : NAME: 

clothes you dream of wear- : ADDRESS:--------------- ------------ -
ing again. Srop dream ing. Sra rr ' C 
DOING. And get resul ts. ITY - - --------

STATE ______ _ Z IP ___ ___ _ 

12 Ways Combat COUNTRY :----------
PHONE: ______________ ~ 

Conditioning Will Change EMAIL: - ------- --------- -------- - -

Your Life! O Money Order drawn from a U.S. bank 
Follow this program and 

your body is going to change 
big rime. In fact, I've made a 
list of 12 of the most power
ful benefirs that hundreds of 
thousands of others all over 
the world have gorren from the 
Combat Conditioning pro
gram. Let's take a look: 

O Visa O MasterCard o Amex 

CARD NO: ____ ________________________ _ 

EXP: S IGNATURE: - - -----------------

Make Check/Money Order Payable to: 
Matt Furey Enterprises, Inc. 

10339 Birdwatch Dr., Tampa, Florida 33647, USA 
(813) 994-8267 • www.mattfurey.com , • _ - __ _ __ _ _____ __ __ ____ ___ ________ __ ____ ______ __ _______ __ ___ _____ __ s_O_F .f>~IQ.5~ 

© Gold Medal Publications, Inc. • www.mattfurey.com 



a good friend's distant passing, johnny 
"Rubber" Weber. He was a good friend 
and past armor soldier in 'nam. He suc
cumbed to the big C too, our belief is 
that it was due in most part to Agent 
Orange as well. He turned me on to SOF 
and I have been a reader off and on for 
many years - now more than ever, and 
my sub form is on its way. The last time 
I saw Rubber we made a pact that who 
ever didn't pass first would drink a shot 
of jack at the other's grave site anytime 
we were in town. I think it's time I have 
one with Rubber in honor of him, Hack 
and all our brave soldiers. 

Please print more info on our brave 
soldiers overseas. We need to know of 
these deeds of uncommon valor. 

W. Nolte 

Goodies for the Good Guys 
I just returned from a Hockey Tour

nament, probably the greatest inline 
tournament in the country and while 
in Florida, I heard people complaining 
how hot it was and muggy it was as they 
drank a beer or glass of soda with ice. 
My first thought was, here it is in the 
90s and we have soldiers dying in 140+ 
heat with 50-60 lbs of gear on and we 
have the nerve to bitch about the heat. I 
don't know maybe I think of these things 
because I was there once or I was a sol
dier in Iraq before, or because I lived 
in Central America for over three years 

as a soldier, but I think we all should 
remember this about our soldiers and 
pass it on to other people. 

Imagine if every person in America 
had their child send a soldier a SO-cent 
bag of candy, a $1.50 container of drink 
mix, a pack of hard candy in an en
velope (a few bucks to buy and send). 
Maybe if America would do this through 
their children our soldiers wouldn't feel 
like they are forgotten. 

I am a big supporter of the Infantry 
and grunts, but sometimes we forget 
about the people like the medics and 
the doctors, although they might have 
a little better conditions, it isn't always. 
Here is a letter from a doctor over in 
Iraq, let's see if we can generate maybe 
some Kool-aid or some Gatoraide, may
be some hard candy or a TV dinner with 
a shelf life (as, Dinty Moore, or "lunch
ables") -- it doesn't take much if enough 
people help out. 

Thanks for your help, 
Martin Larson 
2331 East lily lake Road 
Harrison, Michigan 48625 
www. troopsupport.cjb 

More Goodies 
We have two separate aid stations, 

one at the Forward Operating Base 
Brassfield-Mora and one at Patrol Base 
Razor in Samarra (120mi north of Bagh
dad) , supporting a large armor/infantry 
task force. While, personally, I am from 
U.S. Southern Command in Miami, the 
unit is from Fort Stewart. We only get 
three meals a week at Razor, aside from 
MRE's, but do have electricity -- micro
waveable food would be great. We don't 
have any other cooking capability, ex
cept a crude fire pit. An extra mesh/wire 
grill to use for cooking would be great. 
The medics have seen a lot-we have 
had a lot of trauma casualties here, and 
would love DVD's and computer games 
to decompress. Since we do not have 
running water at Razor, handiwipes are 
needed. My medics would probably wel
come any kind of candy. Glasses/goggle 
defogger would also be good, since our 
goggles frequently fog up if we're on a 
convoy. Anything else you think a sol
dier might want is welcome. These guys 
have been through a lot, and they de
serve the world. Thanks! 

LTC James]. England 
HHC, 3-69 Armor (Medics) 
FOB Brassfield-Mora 
APO AE 09393 ~ 
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KIFARU® 
craltif"€ rugged pad<s since 197'1" 

When your mission requires 
speed, stealth and mobility, 
choose the Express ... a 
perfect balance of size 
and shape for great versatility 
with all day comfort and utility. 
• perfect "everyday" pack 
• excellent for MOUT & SAR 

operations 
• sleek design for TDY /travel 

Ill.-

The SLJ· 16C Is a light weight, gas operated, 
sell-loading rifle in .223 Remington I 5.56x45 mm. 
Compared to our original SLJ-16 the 'Charlie' has 
a shorter barrel and a true folding stock. It also has 
enhanced metal sights compatible with M· 16 posts. 

KEL-TEC SU-16C 
5.56 mm Sport Utility Rifle 
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BULLETIN BOARD • Continued from page 47 

the service both companies provide their custom
ers," noted Joe Messner, honcho at Bushnell. "The 
similar culture of these two companies, along with 
their leadership positions in the marketplace, 
make for a perfect match," said Dennis Pixton, 
President and CEO of Michael's of Oregon. 

"The addition of outdoor accessories to the ex
isting Bushnell product platforms of sports optics, 
outdoor technology and premium eyewear broadens 
the scope of our company and allows us to better 
serve more of our customers' needs," said Messner. 
"With the acquisition of Michael's, Bushnell will in
troduce a new corporate name, 'Bushnell Outdoor 
Products."' 

Headquartered in Overland Park, Kansas , Bush
nell is a leading supplier of high quality sports optics 
including binoculars, telescopes, riflescopes, laser 
rangefinders, night vision, ski goggles, sunglasses 
and safety glasses marketed under the Bushnell, 

The 1st F/A-22 to be stationed at Langley AFB cruises over the East
ern Seaboard in the company of an F-15 escort. Photo: USAF 

Tasco, Bolle, and Serengeti brand names. Michael's 
of Oregon is a leading manufacturer of hunting, 
shooting, and law enforcement accessories. Headquartered in 
Oregon City, Oregon, the company also has offices in Meridi
an, Idaho, and New Ulm, Minnesota. Under the brand names 
Uncle Mike's, Uncle Mike's Law Enforcement, Butler Creek, 
Hoppe's, Stoney Point and Blackwater Gear, Michael's of Or
egon manufactures and distributes holsters, slings, swivels, 
gun cases, belts, gun cleaning products and other hunting, 
shooting, military and law enforcement gear. 

Coke®, Coke, or Chemicals? 
A hand-held device the size of a radar gun, PASS (Product 

Acoustic Signature System) that was originally developed by 
scientists at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory and com
mercially developed by Spearhead Innovations, has come to 
the fore as a tool for those who need to know who is carrying 
what, and why. 

Continued on page 78 
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Drop-In Organizer 
For packs, rucks, etc. 
Keeps all your 
essentials in one 
place and ready 
to go. 

WOLF HOOK 
Single l!oint Weapon 
Sling 
Quick release design. 
Fast, simple, effective. 

T.H.E. Wallet J.R. 
Stands For "JUST RIGHr 
Scaled down version of 
T.H.E. Wallet. Perfect for 
those who want just a little 
less of a great thing. 

T.H.E. Wallet 
Tacucal Holds Evervlhtng 

Wallet holds all of 
your essential travel and 
der,loyment documents. 

Exclusive 'Shark-Bite" closure -
quick, quiet and durable. 

Readv Fire Mode 
Buttstock Magazine Pouch 
Put your ammo where you 
need it, for when you need 
it. Models to fit M-16, M-4, 
all AR type rifles. FAL, SR-
25, AR-10 and M-1 . 

,1 

SLING 101 - «-: 

T.H.E. Pack 1 . 

Tacucal Holds Evervthlnu 
World's toughest assault 
pack - bar none. Designed 
for extreme use and 
maximum durability. 

MAMBA 
Combat Fighting Sling 
The choice of professionals 
world-wide. Bunjee feature 
allows wearer to strike 
opponent. Also stabilizes 
weapon aiming for run 
and shoot situations ~ 

~ 
3-Point Design Made · '-· 
Better: • - "'"""'"'"'il:=~.R'\j)~-

c Fully adjustable, quick 
release feature, fixed tri
angle design for fast 
target acquisition. 

--

Ready for action - fully 
modular and adaptable to 
any mission requirement. 
I H.E. PACK· Available in: 
Tan, Black, OD, Woodland, 
and 3 Color Desert 

\I '5 I. 



COMMAND GUIDANCE • Continued from page 6 

prods to inflict shock. 
It is unknown if the troops were Vietnamese or Cambodi

an, but an eyewitness said they heard commands being given 
in Vietnamese. 

When the Montagnards first arrived in Cambodia, they 
had been misled by agents within 

Reportedly, scores of Montagnards were killed, and hun
dreds beaten, some senseless, with shovels and clubs with 
nails in them, resulting in serious injuries. Many fled into 
the jungle, and an unknown number died of starvation and 
disease in an attempt to gain sanctuary in Cambodia. 

the camp and were told the only way 
UNHCR would let them stay is if 
when interviewed they must say the 
reason they fled Vietnam was they 
belonged to the Dega church and 
were being persecuted because they 
wanted their ancestral land back. 

The Vietnamese communists have 
banned the Dega church, claiming 
that it isn't a true religion because it 
mixes land issues with religion and 
is a separatist-political movement. 
These misinformed Montagnards 
were then rejected because they 
didn't fit UNHCR's perceived crite
ria. 

Many of this group had fled their 
villages in the Central Highlands in 
Vietnam after a communist crack-

An estimated one-

half of the adult male 

population were 

killed fighting for the 

Americans. 

Many more were captured and 
killed or sent to gulags in Vietnam. 
Crossing the Cambodian border and 
seeking asylum in Cambodia is con
sidered a crime by the Vietnamese 
communists and is punishable by 
prison sentences up to 15 years. 

One boy fleeing to Cambodia 
with his father got separated from 
him and caught by the Vietnamese. 
He was taken to a police station 
and tortured for several days in 
an attempt to get him to reveal the 
names of those who were helping 
the Montagnards cross into Cam
bodia - something he did not know. 
He was later released and escaped to 
Cambodia and was able to rejoin his 
father. 

down on a passive prayer vigil last Easter weekend that soon 
became violent when Vietnamese police and troops waded 
into the praying Montagnards and indiscriminately began 
clubbing men, women and children. 

It is estimated that one-half of the 
adult male population were killed fighting for the Americans. 
Without them, there would be scores more American names 
on that somber black wall - the Vietnam Memorial. ~ 

#292 FEBRUARY 2002 
MOVIES: inside report on Black Hawk 
Down! AMERICA AT WAR: SpecOps in 
Afghan istan; bin Laden's blueprint for 
terror; Torture; WEAPONS: H&K's SL8-1; 
much more 

#293 MARCH 2002 
AMERICA AT WAR: SOF at FOB Rhino; 
battle for Kabul; Chem Bio for the 
concerned citizen; networks of terror; 
WEAPONS: SpecOps carbine, ultimate 
COB weapon; LAW: military tribunals: 
American jihad?; much more 

#294 APRIL 2002 
MOVIES: on the set of We Were Soldiers; 
USMC/Afghan firefight; battle for Kabul; 
Yank in Afghanistan; Philippines - sec
ond front on terror; Stingers; WEAPONS: 
new Springfield Armory .45; much more 

#295 MAY 2002 
AMERICA AT WAR: previous attacks 
on America; decline of CIA: SOF in 
Philippines; al -Qaida body counts; 
WEAPONS: FN's new combat bullpup; more 

1977- Oct.2005 
#296 JUNE 2002 
America's Unmanned Aerial Vehicles; 
Hunting Suicide Bombers, Part I; U.S. 
SpecOps In Afghanistan, Part I; Jane 
Fonda In North Vietnam; WEAPON: 
SOCOM'S New Special Purpose Rifle 

#297 JULY 2002 
AMERICA AT WAR:Operation Anaconda; 
Suicide Bombers, Part 11 ; The Terrorist 
& Piracy; Hopeless To Hardcore Snipers; 
"Armageddon" Jn The Middle East?; The 
Modern Scourge Of Sex Slavery 

#298 AUGUST 2002 
Bolt Actions Speak Louder Than Words; 
Suicide Bombers, Part Ill ; The 2002 
SHOT Show; WEAPONS: Gunsite's 
Tactical Shotgun; Snipers, Part 2; Sex 

• Slavery, Part 2; much more 

#299 SEPTEMBER 2002 
American Sniper In Israel; Bolt
Actions,Part II ; Air Rescue In 
Afghanistan; Colombia; Sniper In The 
Sudan; Sex slavery, Part 3; 
Surefire Sniper Course; WEAPONS: 
Springfield 's New M1 Garand ; more 

#300 OCTOBER 2002 
Suicide Bombers, Part 4; Rescue In 
Afghanistan, Part 2; Pimps In The 
Promised Land; INTERVIEW: General 
Jelko Glasnovic; WEAPONS: Battle-Rifle 
Punch In A Subgun Profile; much more 

#301 NOVEMBER 2002 
Rescue Jn Afghanistan, part 3; 
Suicide Bombers, part 5; Firefights In 
Afghanistan; America's Forgotten Slaves; 
WEAPONS: LAPD SWAT's New Kimber 
Custon .45; much more 

#302 DECEMBER 2002 
Prelude to 9-11; SEAL Team Six In 
Afghanistan; Colombia; SOF Salutes 
National Guard and Reserves; REVIEW: 
The Ballad Of Carl Drega; WEAPONS: 
Fast-Firing Fifty; much more 

BACK ISSUES: $ 1 0 each 
Shipping: 

U.S.: $3lor1st issue; .50 ea. add'I issue 
International: $15for1sl issue; $1.50 ea. add'I issue 

Order from SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 
5735 Arapahoe Ave. , Ste A-5, 

Boulder, CO 80303 
MCNISA ORDERS CALL TOLL-FREE: 

800-999-9718 
For complete listing or to order online: 

www.sofmag.com 
Supplles Are Limited 
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The Finest US Eagle Rings 
Out There. Period. 

Marine America w/ ceramics 

Sentry Centurion 

Republic Airborne 

Colonel/Captain Old Abe 

Defender Independence 

1st Naval Legacy 

H and made, deeply sculpted and ex 
treme in detail, there are no other 
rings like them in the world. Fine 

quality craftsmanship and exclus ive 
designs set this collection apart from 
all other rings. Every one is custom made, 
one-at-a-time, to your exact size and order. 

Starting at $149 in heavy sterling silver. 
Available in 10, 14 or 18 karat gold . 

25 Original Eagle Designs 
Proudly Made in the USA 

100% Guaranteed by me - Mike Carroll 

Visit my website 
or calVwrite for a Free Brochure 

847-821-1333 
www.EagleRings.com 

Mike Carroll 
The Carroll Collection --

16144 W. Port Clinton Road 
Prairie View, IL 60069 

.... ,.., .................... £& 

Carbon 15 ''Flat-top " 
Part# AZ'C1516M4Fr 
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BUSHNELL ELITE® 1500 LASER RANGEFINDER 

The Elite® 1500 is capable of ranging distances from 5 to 1,500 yards. It features 26mm objective, full 
multi·caated optics and 7x eyepiece and provides bright, crisp images at any range. The new Elite ® 1500 
offers two new ranging modes. In addition to the standard mode with automatic scan, users can also select 
from the BullsEye TM or Brush TM modes for more precise ranging to targets. In the BullsEye TM mode, it is easy to 
acquire smaller targets because if more than one subject is acquired by the laser, only the closest of the two objects will 
be displayed on the internal LCD. While using the Brush TM mode, closer objects such as brush and tree branches are ignored so 
that the distance to objects in the background is displayed. 

BUSHNELL PERFORMANCE OPTICS, Dept. SOF 
9200 Cody • Overland Park, KS 66214 

800-221-9035 • www.bushnell.com 

ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY PISTOL-GRIP 

BUTTSTOCK FOR REMINGTON 1100 

Advanced Technology introduces their popular pistol grip buttstock, specially re·designed to fit the Remington 1100 semi·automatic 
12·gauge shotgun. This full·length stock features a slim, ergonomically designed, textured pistol grip for maximum control, a l ·in. recoil 
pad and sling swivel stud. It is made of glass·filled nylon, making it weatherproof, scratchproof, and virtually indestructible. Its finish is matte black. The grip features a non·slip 
pebble-grained surface and finger grooves to enhance comfort. 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY, Dept. SOF 
102 Fieldview Drive #400 • Versailles, KY 40383 

800-925-2522 • www.atigunstocks.com 

RHINELAND ARMS R22 TARGET RIFLE 

By combining high·strength aluminum, steel and plastic, Rhineland Arms 
has created a modern .22 with great ergonomics and high accuracy. The re· 

ceiver and trigger housing are machined from solid billet aluminum. 
The barrel is made from an ordnance-grade 4140 steel, hand 
guards and scape rail are a one-piece design. The barrel uses a 
locking ring system, allowing for easy removal and maintaining 
an accurate system. Scape, rings and bipod not included. 

RHINELAND ARMS, Dept SOF 
1301 W. FM 407, Suite 201 •Lewisville, TX 75077 

972-342-2105 • www.rhinelandarms.com 
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DPMS TRIPLE-RAIL FRONT SIGHT . I 
Why use a front sight that only serves as a front sight when you can have a front sight thot provides additional accessory mounting 

options, was the question DPMS asked themselves. The new front sight from DPMS does just that, by adding three additional rails to the 
standard front sight body. These three new roils, located at the 3, 6, & 9 o'clock positions, have been machined into the investment cast 
4140 steel front sight body and feature four slots per rail The front sight also features a machined sling loop located in the rear sup-
port leg of the sight. Retaining the same height as the standard A2 front sight, this manganese phosphate finished sight is held to 
the barrel with two taper pins Sporting a .7 50-in. diameter barrel opening, this new front sight will fit standard and heavy barreled 
rifles (5.56x45mm), and AP4 Carbine models, as well as the LR-308T, the 16-in. heavy barreled .308 caliber rifle from DPMS. 

DPMS, Inc., Dept. SOF 
3312 12th St. SE • St. Cloud, MN 56304 

800-578-3767 • www.dpmsinc.com 

I~ 

U.S. CAVALRY BULLET 50 UNDERCOVER WEAR 

Bullet 50 jeans and khakis were designed by a former undercover officer to meet the 
challenge of looking inconspicuous while carrying duty gear. The pants are designed with an 
inner concealed pocket, cuff pocket, SAP / baton pocket and large rear pocket. There is no longer 
any need to add inches to your size to accommodate your gear; Bullet 50's are sized with 
the undercover officer in mind. Simply order your usual size. Bullet 50's are also strategically 
reinforced to support the weight of your weapon and accessories. 

MATTERHORN® MILITARY BOOTS 

U.S. CAVALRY, Dept SOF 
2855 Centennial Ave. • Radcliff, KY 40160 

800-777-7172 • www.uscav.com 

Matterhorn specializes in manufacturing USA-made, high performance footwear designed for the elite profes
sional. The Matterhorn Desert Tan Field Boot features a tough exterior with a comfort-driven interior This water
proof, insulated Fleshout Leather boot is built with patented technology found only in a Matterhorn. Goodyear 
Flex-Welt™ construction adds flexibility, shock absorption and is light-weight. This boot includes a fiberglass 
shank for stability and an exclusive, removable Dryz® moisture managing insert to maintain comfortable 
conditions A durable Vibram® Sierra outsole completes Matterhorn's addition to desert-tan, insulated military 
footwear Available in men 's #4949 and woman's #4950. 

CORCORAN & MATTERHORN, Dept. SOF 
107 Highland Street • Martinsburg, PA 16662 

800-411 -4319 • www.coveshoe.com 
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Gary Paul Johnston Tests Two ARs Light in Weight, Not in Performance 
Text and Photos by Gary Paul ._Johnston 

For the past couple of (above) Johnston found the Carbon 15 easy to operate from a variety of positions. (be
years I've made no bones low) Made using receivers of carbon fiber, Bushmaster's new .223 Carbon 15 carbine 
about my preference for is strong, but lightweight. 

lightweight AR-15 style 
carbines. For the vast ma
jority of roles I see no pur
pose in the "heavy barrel" 
carbine, as it negates the 
very concept of the car
bine. Furthermore, a heavy 
barrel adds more leverage 1 

to the barrel against the al
loy receiver to which it is 
attached, and a lightweight 
barrel is just as accurate 
as a heavy barrel of equal 
quality. Enter Bushmaster's 
Super light. 

An AR-15 style carbine, 
the secret of Bushmaster 
Superlight's success is its 
barrel, which is the exact 
profile of the original AR-
15/Ml6 barrel used during 
the Vietnam War Era. The 
only difference is that the 
Bushmaster carbine barrel 
is four inches shorter than 
that original, making it 
lighter yet. 

After ordering a Bush
master Superlight Car
bine in 2004, I used it dur
ing Gunsite's 5-day .223 

Class where I fired just 
over 1,400 rounds. By the 
fourth day my attitude to
ward my carbine was bet
ter than a number of others 
who had brought carbines 
with heavy barrels. What's 
more, using a pre-produc
tion Trijicon Tri-Power 
Reflex Sight, I shot as good 
as anyone in the school, 
exercises out to 300 yards. 
So much for the accuracy 
question. 

In addition to the in
trinsic advantages of the 
lightweight carbine, is the 
fact that more accessories 
can be mounted on the gun 
with the result that the to
tal weight will still be less 
than if a standard-weight 
carbine were used. Such 
accessories may include 
lights, lasers, optics , verti
cal foregrips and etc. 

Some years ago, an AR-
15 style carbine was intro
duced by its original devel
opers, which used upper 
and lower receivers made 
of carbon fiber. Called the 
Carbon-15, the gun is re
markably light in weight. 
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Integral with its upper receiver is a raised, ventilated 
platform, which houses an Ml6A2 rear sight. On the 
top of the platform is an Ml913 rail, and this is the 
main reason the platform was raised higher than the 
standard flattop. The idea behind the raised rail is to 
provide a mounting surface that better positions an 
optic, without compromising a good cheekweld, or 
requiring extra-high scope rings. 

Finished in basic matte black, the carbon-fiber re
ceivers are not finished at all, but merely display the 
natural blackness and texture of the material. In ad
dition to being very light weight, carbon fiber is also 
quite tough, but it also has other qualities. Carbon 
fiber has a natural lubricity and a natural resistance 
to heat. In fact, carbon fiber will conduct almost no 
heat at all, a quality that makes it very attractive to 
firearms designers. 

As originally designed, the Carbon 15 used a 
Outed stainless-steel barrel of match quality, a unique 
oval-shaped handguard and an abbreviated buttstock. 
Upon testing a sample of the gun, I found it very ac
curate and reliable, but I was of the opinion that it 
would be more suitable if equipped with more con
ventional features and furniture. 

In late 2003, Bushmaster Firearms bought the 
Carbon 15 and debuted a new version of the gun at 
the 2004 SHOT Show. Except for its upper receiver, 
which remained virtually unchanged , the new Carbon 
15 was fitted with an M4 style barrel, standard round 
2-piece handguards and a post-ban fixed carbine 
stock. Since this was essentially the gun I would have 
liked to have seen produced, I requested a sample, 
which I received some time later. 

like the original Carbon 15, the unchanged receiv
er retains the raised rail and rear sight, ambidextrous 
selector markings and unique case deflector, and has 
no forward assist or provision for a dust cover. The 
receivers also have a number of other unique pro
duction features including an integral (solid) trigger Here the Bushmaster new Carbon 15 (top) is seen along side the company's Superlight 

.223 carbine. 
guard. 

Finding the receiver rail close enough to MilStd 1913 spec
ifications to accept an A.R.M.S. #17 Throwlever, I mounted 
an Aimpoint Comp ML2 on it, using this system without a 
spacer/riser. As such, I found the height of the optic satisfac
tory (if not perfect) for a cheek weld. I also mounted an Eo
tech Refl ex Sight on the 
rail and this sight was 
also satisfactory. 

The Carbon 15's 
lower receiver came with 
a standard AR-15A2 
pistol grip, but will also 
accept pistol grips from 
Worldwide Ordnance, 
First SAMCO, Hogue, 
TangoDown and the 
ERGO Grip from Falcon 
Industries. In addition, 
any AR-15 magazine can 
be used in the gun and 
internal parts appear to 
be standard as well. 

Trigger Pulling 

on the sample M4 style Carbon 15 was typical of GI trig
ger letoff, I found the carbine to handle quite well, if slightly 
front heavy, in running some fast shooting drills at close-to
medium range. Slightly stiff at first, the bolt group required 
some breaking in by shooting, but all other functions worked 

as normal. Accuracy 
from the sample Carbon 
15 was very good, with 
the carbine producing 
3-shot groups of about 
2 inches at 100 yards 
with match quality .223 
caliber ammunition us
ing an Aimpoint Comp 
Sight. 

In evaluating this 
new Carbon 15 vari
ant, I liked it much 
better than earlier ver
sions I had tested, but I 
thought it could be even 
further improved. While 
the M4 style Carbon 15 
weighs in at only 5.6 

Although the trigger Having a raised rail platform, the Carbon 15 has no forward assist, and differs from a standard pounds, the goal should 
AR-style receiver in other details, but is otherwise interchangeable. 
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(top) Built on standard Mi/Std alloy receivers, Bushmaster's SuperUght Carbine mounts optics low on its 
flattop rail. (middle) With its integral raised platform, the Carbon 15 mounts optics slightly higher. A flattop 
Carbon 15 will be available in mid-2005. (bottom) The Bushmaster Carbon 15 field strips without the need 
for tools, just like any AR-style carbine. 

be the lightest weight possible. I would 
therefore like to see the carbon fiber 
receiver technology combined with 
Bushmaster's Superlight barrel. After 
all, the M4 barrel on a "civilian" car
bine is merely for style, and the Super
Light barrel should reduce the weight 
to roughly just 5 pounds. Whether or 
not Bushmaster decides to offer such a 
combination as standard, the company 
has already assembled several of these 
guns at customers' -request, but there is 
more. 

Another suggestion I made was to 
offer the carbon-fiber upper receiver 
in a flattop version with a MilStd 1913 
rail instead of, or in addition to, the 
current version with its raised platform 
and integral A2 rear sight. As you read 
this, such a flattop model is available. 
As with all other such flattops, this one 
would require mounting a rear sight on 
the rail, such as the A.R.M.S. #40-L, if 
open sights were desired. 

A standard flattop also means that 
all of the many mounting systems de
signed around this type of receiver are 
available for the Carbon 15 version, 
making mounting solutions a simple 
matter. Since this type of carbine is es
pecially useful as a patrol carbine, per
sonal protection and pest control weap
on, lightweight optics will normally be 
the order of the day. Such sights include 
offerings by Aimpoint, C-More, Eotech, 
]-P Enterprises 0-Point), Leupold (CQ/ 
T), Meprolight, Trijicon and Zeiss. 

Two new sight systems require spe
cial mention here and they are Aim
point's Comp M3 with 3X Magnifier 
and Leupold's new l.5-5X30mm Mid
Range!Iactical. Of the highest quality, 
Aimpoint's 3X Magnifier mounts behind 
the Comp M3 with its new 2 MOA red 
dot, and is quick detachable in order 
to use the Comp M3 by itself. The 3X 
Magnifier can also be mounted in the 
even newer Quick-Flip mount for in
stant switching back and forth between 
magnification and the Comp M3 alone. 
The Quick-Flip is now available from 
Mounting Solutions Plus and is a real 
piece of gear! 

In terms of variable optics for use 
from close to medium ranges out to 300 
yards or so, Leupold's new l.5-5X30mm 
MR!I is outstanding. Lightweight and 
rugged, this beautiful optic comes with 
the same illuminated reticle system 
used on the 3.5-9X MR!I, which is the 
commercial version of the Special Forc
es' TS30-A2 Sniper Scope. Any of the 
above optics will be right at home on 
Bushmaster's new Carbon 15 flattop. 

Continued on page 79 
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Buddy Finder 
Intel Updates 

Discounted Gear 
Equipment Guides 

Scholarships 
Veterans Benefits 

www.military.com 

115 Enterprise Dr Ste B 

Pendergrass GA 30567 

www.detonicsusa.com 
866-759-1169 

A 
D.STON\C.'S 
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"Reagan's Revolution" Captures 
Missing Chapter of Presidential History 

I t may be common knowledge 
that Ronald Reagan's presidency 
( 1980- 1988) was a key turning 
point in world history and in 
American politics. However 
Craig Shirley's new book 
Reagan 's Revolution: The 
Untold Story of the Campaign 
the Started it All [Nel son 
Current, January 2005] reveals 
the secrets behind Reagan's first 
run for the presidency in 1976 
- the campaign drnt uniJied and 
saved a dying Republican Party and launched 
the modem-day conservati ve movement. 
Reagan's Revolution is the first book lo 
examine in detai l Ronald Reagan's cam-

"Superbly writren and meticulously 
researched, this is an important book that 

.fills in some historical gaps r~f' the elec
tion that would be the harbinger of the 
modem Republican Party of Ronald 
Reagan who would carry it ro heights few 
could have imagined at that time. " 

- Senator Zell Mille1· (D-GA) 

paign for the presidency in 
1976 against incumbent pres i
dent Gerald Ford; shedding 
light on the only undocument
ed chapter in the polit ical lega
cy of one of the most beloved 
and revered presidents in 
A merican history. 
Histori ca ll y significant and 
brilliantl y written, Reagan 's 
Revo.lution captures an over
looked, undocumented part of 
Ronald Reagan's politica l 

career. The book provides an inside look at 
the players, the poli tics, and never before 
published events that shaped the campaign 
of 1976 and beyond. 

Craig Shirley is the president of Shirley & 
Banister Public Affairs, a prestigious con
servative public relations agency located 
just owside of Washington, DC. 

For more in formation about the book 
and author, pl ease vis.it 

www.reagansrevolution.com 
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NSN: 5340-01-425-7053 

lvl ? () .. .> I"' 1:111> ~~~ ~~~~A2R0~ HANDGRIP 

- '~ J ... IS NOW AVAILABLE! 

MANUFACTURED BY: 

~B.PM 
Tel: 305-470-2000 
Fax: 305-470-2008 
info@m203grip.com 
www. m203grip .com 

40mm operators now have all the advantages 
of the Fo rward HandGrip so popular on the 
M16, and M4 rifles. 

Instantly attaches to any M203. 
No tools or modifications required. 

Fits the M203, M203PI and M203Al launchers 
with long or short barrels. 

Provides a rock-solid grip and detaches instantly. 
Optional flashlight accessory available. 

Lightweight and rugged with a waterproof 
battery storage compartment that holds (2) AA 
or (3) Nor (2) TYPE-123 3-volt batteries. 

This product Is protected by one 01 more patents. issued and/or pending. in the U.S. and worldwide. 
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Using the ultrasonic echo signature 
from known liquids in its database, 
PASS can quickly identify liquid con
tents in sealed containers, and detect 
anomalous voids in sealed containers 
as well, which might hide contraband. 
It is sensitive enough to distinguish 
between diet cola and regular, and 
between other similar products as #2 
diesel andJP4. Additionally, the system 
has a built-in ability to "learn" new 
liquids and store the information in its 
database. 

Based on ultrasound energy, the de
vice is much less harmful to operators 
than previous systems, such as x-rays. 
Edgewood Research, Development and 
Engineering Center (ERDEC) of the 
U.S . Army Chemical and Biological 
Defense Command concluded PASS 
does not pose any significant threat to 
operator safety. The research for PASS 
was sponsored by DOE, ICE, and other 
government agencies. 

The technology has been widely 
used in Central Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, where borders are poorly 
manned, and there is time-sensitive 
need for agents to determine if the 
suspect is smuggling vodka or mustard 
gas. 

A Site for Sore Eyes 
Like hot shots of planes? Go to: 

http://www.wtv-zone.com/cal731 / 
SH/Air/frame.html 

And not only planes! Check it out. 

www.theAmericanView.com 
John Lofton, who describes himself 

as a "recovering Republican," has spent 
more than 35 years covering national 
politics and cultural/religious issues as 
a journalist, nationally syndicated col
umnist, TV-radio commentator/analyst 
and political advisor. 

John is now editor of The American 
View, a new conservative web site very 
worthy of your attention. Click on it 
and you'll see what we mean. 

Sound Bytes for the Deaf? 
Missing the news? Need a guide 

through the information jungle? Go to: 
www.shortnews.com 

Continued on page 80 
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BUSHMASTER • Continued from page 76 

The sunsetting of the assault rifle 
ban means that Bushmaster's Carbon 
15 Carbine can now also be equipped 
with some of the great new adjustable 
butt stocks available, such as those 
from ACE and VLTOR. In addition, a 
variety of equally fine rail systems are 
also compatible, including those from 
A.R.M.S. , MSP and Surefire 

Speaking of Surefire, as already 
mentioned, reducing the weight of the 
carbine allows adding useful accesso
ries without weighing down the gun. 
Few accessories are more useful than a 
tactical light and Surefire offers a light 
for every application. Insight Technol
ogy also offers a light/laser combination 
with its M6. 

Whatever your needs in an AR-style 
carbine or precision rifle, Bushmaster 
can supply it. For information on their 
entire line of rifles and accessories, con
tact Bushmaster Firearms, Inc. , Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 1479, Windham, ME 
04062; phone: 800-998-7928 (www. 
bushmaster.com). ~ 

Contacts: 
A.R.M.S. Inc. 
230 West Center St., Dept. SOF 
West Bridgewater, MA 023 79 
508-584-7816 
www.armsmounts.com 

Aimpoint, Inc. 
3989 Hwy. 62, Ste. 1, Dept. SOF 
Berryville, AR 72616 
877-246-7646 
www.aimpoint.com 

C-More Systems 
P.O. Box 750, Dept. SOF 
Manassas, VA 20109 
888-265-8266 
www.cmore.com 

Eotech 
3600 Green Ct., Ste. 400, Dept. SOF 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
734-7 41-8868 
www.eotech-inc.com 

Insight Technology 
3 Technology Dr., Dept. SOF 
Londonderry, NH 03053 
877-744-4802 
www.insightlights.com 

JP Enterprises, Inc. 
7605 N. 1281h St. , Dept. SOF 
White Bear lake, MN 55110 
800-528-9886 
www.jprifles.com 

Leupold & Stevens, Inc. 
14400 NW Greenbriar Pkwy., Dept. SOF 
Beaverton, OR 97006 
503-646-9171 
www.leupold.com 

MeproLight, Inc. 
One Lawton St. , Dept. SOF 
Yonkers, NY 10705 
888-243-4522 
www.meprolight.com 

Mounting Solutions Plus 
10655 SW 185 Terrace, Dept. SOF 
Miami, Fl 33157 
800-428-9394 
www.mountsplus.com 

Surefire, LLC 
18300 Mt. Baldy Cir. , Dept. SOF 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
800- 828-8809 
www.surefire.com 

Trijicon, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930059, Dept. SOF 
Wixom, Ml 48393 
800-338-0563 
www.trijicon.com 

Zeiss, Inc. 
13005 N. Kingston Ave. , Dept. SOF 
Chester, VA 23836 
800-431-3005 
www.zeiss.com/sports 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content 
in this publication.including technical data, 
reports of any activities.information, events 
and circumstances under controlled situa
tions and under supervised control have not 
been tested nor approved nor were under 
the control of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. 
Reports are transmitted from independent 
sources to which SOF has no obligation nor 
control. The data is transmitted for report
ing events by the author. Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine, its agents, officers, consultants 
nor any other individual or entity reject any 
and all responsibility for any reporting in this 
publication. Any reports in this publication do 
not provide detail for comprehensive safety 
techniques, training technques, training pre
cautions that are absolutely essential for any 
covered or similar activity. The reader MUST 
not attempt any reported activity, technique 
or use of equipment based upon any reports 
in this publication. Comprehensive training, 
guidance and supervision is always neces
sary when engaging in any activity of which 
any report in this publication mentions or 
gives any reference to. 
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USMC Scope Contract 
Premiere Reticles, Winchester, VA, 

is being awarded a $15,000,000 firm
fixed-priced, indefinite delivery/indefi
nite quantity contract for Scout Sniper 
Day Scopes to replace the aging and 
failing Unertl sniper scopes currently 
used by Marine snipers. The initial 
purchase will be 575 scopes at $1749 
each for a total initial delivery order of 
$1,006,250. The government may pur
chase up to a maximum of 7500 scopes 
on this contract over the five-year pe
riod the contract is in effect. Work will 
be performed in Winchester (75%) and 
Germany (25%), and is expected to be 
completed by 2010. This contract was 
competitively procured; the Marine 
Corps Systems Command, Quantico, is 
the contracting activity. 

Freedom Fighters 
to Farmers, Via 
Contra Cafe 

After the war in Nicara
gua, the primary veteran's 
benefit allocated to the 
Contra freedom fighters -
those that survived - was 
an acre or two of land they 
could call their own. And 
on it, many of them grow 
some of the best coffee in 
the world - without chemicals or pes
ticides. Go to www.Contracafe.com 
and get the full story on an outfit that 
brings these grower's coffee to market, 
gives them a better price for it than that 
vaunted "fair trade" coffee brands, and 
then turns 50% of the company profit 
back to them for development projects 
- all the while bringing to market some 
of the best "Yuppie" coffee there is. 
Whole bean only, roasted when they get 
your order. No decaf. No bull. Check 
out their site, then check out their cof
fee. 

In the Wake of the London 
Bombings 

For intelligence perspective, here 
are a couple on-line reports that may be 
of interest to readers . The first , entitled, 
"Pakistan's militants back in business" 
was published before the July 7 bomb-

ings, and notes, "Despite President Per
vez Musharraf's much-publicized claim 
to have changed Pakistan's direction by 
uprooting its network of extremists , an 
investigation into the activities of out
lawed militant groups and their leaders 
reveals that most of them are back in 
business." It may be found at: www. 
asiaint.com/arl/arl6666.asp 

The second report that might be of 
interest is a Special Bulletin sent out in 
the immediate aftermath of the bomb
ings by Courcy's Intelligence Service. 
The bulletin attempts to draw together 
the key points raised by the bombings 
and might be of interest to those of you 
who do not already receive this service. 
To download this special bulletin, click 
on: 

http://www.courcyint.com/csb/ 
CSB6674.asp 

> OtJet CPl+ee 
Buy 1 pound bags of ground or whole bean for S10 each 

> ]PIIJ Club C!>ntN 
Sfgn up for the coflV(ln/ence of monthly coffee shipments 
at the reduced prlca of $9 per bag 

> OtJet II T-S/,Itt 
Purchase a 100% cotton Contn1 Cafe tee for $15 

Scumbag Report 
Vandals in Ohio tore American flags 

out of the yard of a dead soldier's fam
ily the day after his funeral, then set a 
car on fire. Army Pfc. Tim Hines died 
July 14 of complications of injuries he 
suffered in a roadside bombing in Bagh
dad. His funeral was on a Friday, and 
on Saturday someone pulled the flags 
out of the family's yard, stuffed them 
under a family car in the driveway and 
set them afire. The car was destroyed. 
Authorities offered a $5 ,000 reward for 
tips . 

A police spokesman said authori
ties hope "that anyone stupid enough 
to do something like this will be stupid 
enough to talk about it and someone 
else will come forward. " 

Neighbors bought the family new 
flags. "I went by later that morning, 
Saturday morning, and there must have 
been 200 flags that had been brought in 
and reposted," the police chief said. ~ 
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CH-47 RESCUE CHOPPER DOWN • Continued from page 45 

and was called back," the serviceman 
wrote. "There was not enough time 
to try to secure the area because the 
weather front moved in and night fall 
fell . The SEALs kept fighting and used 
the cover of darkness to crawl out of 
the initial enemy lines. The SEALs were 
engaged again and had a running gun 
battle for over two hours. The SEAL 
that survived was knocked unconscious 
by a mortar round and found that he 
was alone when he woke up. Two of his 
team members were dead close by, and 
the last team member was missing. 

"They had dropped all non-essential 
gear during their escape therefore all 
contact with them was lost," he wrote. 

The media went wild with circulat
ing rumors that the missing SEALs had 
been beheaded. 

Trail of Blood 
"The four man team from SDV 1 in 

Hawaii was hit and surrounded 360 at 
night. A SEAL was shot and the medic 
was working on him when the RPG 
hit and blew him, the medic, down a 
ravine," another source forwarded an
other version of the catastrophe as told 
by a SEAL 

"When he woke up he was alone 
and had shrapnel and bullet wounds. 
He began to E&E (escape and evade) 
as the Taliban were looking for him. He 
literally ran for four days as the Taliban 
pursued by following his blood trail. 
When he stopped at a lake to drink, he 
was found by a friendly and taken to his 
village. The Taliban hit the village but 
the villagers defended and lost 4 men 

in the fight. 
"The SEAL and some of the village 

fighters took off for another village 
where there was a cell phone. They 
made it and called for an extraction. In 
the meantime the Taliban were using a 
cell phone in another village to call in 
a sitrep. This was intercepted and we 
dropped a bomb on the signal. DEV GRP 
Red Cell was deployed and extracted 
the wounded SEAL from the village. 

"And that's how the rescue went 
down," the source said. 

The shepherd who sheltered the 
SEAL is now in the United States, ac
cording to the source. 

The bodies of the two SEALS who 
died in action were finally found 4 July. 

The remains of the final missing 
sailor were recovered during a combat
search-and-rescue operation 10 July in 
Kunar province. 

"The location and disposition of the 
SEAl.'.s remains indicate he died while 
fighting off enemy terrorists on or about 
28 June," a coalition spokesman said. 
Officials said there was no evidence to 
support a statement from a purported 
Taliban spokesman that the sailor had 
been beheaded by Taliban members. 

"We as American soldiers cannot 
leave our people on the battlefield. 
Every Airman, Marine, Sailor, Coast 
Guardsmen and Soldier has to know 
that when you go down range and 
things go wrong, keep fighting and help 
will come," a grieving soldier said. ~ 

D1: Martin Brass is an international 
lawyer and longtime SOF contributor. 

Soldiers establish a security perimeter after exiting a U.S. Army CH-47 Chinook helicopter during a Quick 
Reaction Force exercise at the East River Range near Bagram, Afghanistan, on 10 June 2005. The soldiers 
are from Alpha Company, 3rd Battalion, 141st Infantry Regiment of the Texas Army National Guard. DoD 
photo by Spc. Harold Fields, U.S. Army. 
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BY LT. COL. OLIVER NORTH, USMC (RET.) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Our beloved mainstream media 
are complaining that President Bush is spending too much 
time at the "Western White House" in Crawford, Texas. Their 
stories about his "vacation" make it seem as if he's not doing 
a whole lot. But a closer look reveals that the president is 
working hard -- the Fourth Estate just doesn't bother to cover 
what he's really doing. 

For example, last week, the president's meeting with Co
lombian President Alvaro Uribe attracted little notice from 
the masters of the media. Colombia, locked in a drug-funded 
civil war, now stretching into its 4 lst year -- has lost nearly 
a quarter of a million people to the conflict since 1964. The 
pro-American Uribe -- a strong ally of this president -- is com
mitted to ending the scourge of illegal narcotics which is fuel
ing terrorism in the region -- and beyond. But he needs help. 

"The great enemy of Colombian democracy is terrorism," 
Uribe said in Crawford. He praised the Bush administration 
and the American people for their assistance, which he de
scribed as "exemplary." While observing that Colombia has 
"made progress, and we are winning," he also cautioned that 
"we have not won yet." 

One of the reasons Colombia has not won yet is because 
the narco-terrorists who are doling out the mayhem and mur
der in Colombia are finding refuge in Venezuela, with whom 
Colombia shares a 1,300 mile border. The near-dictatorial re
gime of Hugo Chavez in Caracas has granted the guerrillas a 
safe haven to launch attacks against Colombia. This, coupled 
with last month's launch of the new Chavez propaganda chan
nel called Telesur, has caused growing concern in Bogota and 
other democratic capitals in the region. Telesur, it should be 
noted, is a "joint project" of the socialist governments of Ven
ezuela, Cuba, Uruguay and Argentina. 

When Chavez is not competing with Al Gore in launching 
new television networks, he is busy increasing his military 
troop strength and making unprecedented purchases of arms. 
On his shopping list: MI-24 attack helicopters, 100,000 AK-
4 7 assault rifles from Russia, coastal gun boats and a fleet 
of troop transport aircraft. The purchases have caused great 
concern in both Bogota and Washington and may have em
boldened Chavez to step up his rhetorical assault on the U.S. 

This week at the 16th World Festival of Students and 
Youth, dubb.ed "Against Imperialism and War," the Ven
ezuelan strong-man called the U.S. the "most savage, cruel 
and murderous empire that has existed in the history of the 
world." Later in his lengthy diatribe, Chavez expressed his 
support for Iran's new president, Mahmoud Alunadinejad, 
saying he expects to continue strengthening relations and that 
Venezuela,hke Iran, is a country that has been "attacked" for 
many years by "the hand of imperialism." 

After telling the 15,000 young people assembled at Vene
zuela's Central Military Headquarters 'that "socialism is the 
only path," Mr. Chavez told the students their collective goal 
should be to "save a world threatened by the voracity of U.S. 
imperialism." According to the new Telesur'Network, the stu
dents "celebrated by waving flags, dancing in traditional dress 
and wearing berets commemorati:ng Ernesto 'Che' Guevara." 

Though the whole scene was reminiscent of Fidel Castro's 
finest moments, not everyone is laughing at Chavez's flair for 
the dramatic. U.S. defense expe~ts note 'that the Venezuelan 
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military hardware spending 
spree is largely funded with 
petro-dollars and that at $60-
plus per barrel, there is no 
shortage of cash in Caracas. 
At the U.S. Southern Com
mand Headquarters , there 
seems to be little amuse
ment in the Chavez regime's 
new-found affection for com
munist China and Iran. And 
in Managua, supporters of 
Nicaraguan democracy and 
f Sergeant Dorset B.Boyer, right. with Ollie 
ree enterprise are deeply North, during North 's latest trip to Iraq. 

concerned for the support -- Boyer, assigned to 2/2 Brigade Combat 
political and financial __ that Team, hails from Coshocton, Ohio. 

the Venezuelan tyrant is providing to Daniel Ortega. 
The Chavez "Bolivarian Revolution" has become a con

fusing stew pot of rhetoric and repression. He has alienated 
his main trading partners; transformed a once professional 
diplomatic service- into a socialist cheering squad; and has 
purged political dissidents while providing material support 
for terrorists. His threats to slow or cease oil exports to the 
U.S. may seem hollow to some, but others remind us that 
Venezuela produces more than 16 percent of the crude oil we 
consume. A quick trip to the gas pump -- and the prospect of 
a cold winter -- should suffice to focus the attention. 

Come November, the press may look back at the Bush
Uribe meeting in Crawford and the cemented U.5.-Colombian 
partnership as their lost opportunity to document an impor
tant milestone in U.5.-South American relations. By then the 
western hemisphere's leaders will be gathered for the Summit 
of the Americas in Buenos Aires. The Argentine summit will 
be a great opportunity for the Bush administration to enlist 
serious help from our South American neighbors in the war 
on terror and the administration's passage last month of the 
Central American Free Trade Act (CAFTA). 

How important is this platform for western hemisphere 
cooperation? Important enough that the secretary of state 
has shaken up her starting roster for Latin American foreign 
policy. Ever since Sept. 11 , U.S. diplomatic efforts south of 
the Rio Grande have been clips.ed by events in the Middle 
East and Southwest Asia. Petty tyrants like Chavez have 
capitalized on our inattention, fomenting discontent, abus
ing human rights and creating uncertainty about American 
resolve. Hopefully that will change with the arrival of Tom 
Sham1on, a close colleague of Secretary Rice from her days 
on t~e National Security Council staff at the White House. 
It's high time that our own hemisphere was back on the radar 
sc een. ~ 

Oliver North is host of"War Stories" on the Fox News Channel. 
The opinions expressed above are his own and do not represent the 
views of Fox News and/or Soldier Of Fortune. 

To find out more about Oliver North, and read f eatttres by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syn
dicate web page at www.creators.com. 

Copyright 2005 Creators Syndicate, Inc. 
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BL.ACKHAWK MACH 3 
C H R 0 N 0 G R A P H 
WORN BY COMBAT PILOTS 
Precision multi-function OSBO chronograph. 
Power alarm. Tachymetre. Solid stainless steel, 
Revolving bezel; screw-in back & crown. 
Superluminova illumination system. SAPPHIRE 
CRYSTAL. Water resistant to 330 feet. Designer 
rubber strap with steel reinforcements; Deployment 
buckle. Serial numbered. 

CHASE-DURER 
BEVERLV HILLS•GENEVE 
For those who know watches. 

I I I 

$299 
+ S&H $9.95 

www.ellase-durer.com 
I 1 I Credit Card Orders Call 800.544.43&5 

For Free Color Catalog and additional stores, Ask For Operator 501 I v1sA I · ' ,....,.,.. frffl.I?. 
E:ICJ!'RESS """"' •i9 -=---=-.:___i 

cal l 800.544.4365 
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